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Since it is the land of eternity and the
source of legends, the cultural sector has
decided to devote an entire year to cherish
the multiple archaeological sites and the rich
history of Bahrain, which give the country
its rarity and uniqueness. The decision is
made to tell the story of these monuments
which resisted the anger of nature and the
destruction of humans.

“Qur Year of Archaeology” is an invitation for
the people, visitors and authorities to listen
and hear the untold story, which desrves to
be the title of our own Bahrain!

We are going to talk this year about Dilmun,
Tylos, the Islamic era, the modern history,
the early beginnings and all the things that
make Bahrain and the Bahrainis so unique.
The story will be told through workshops,
exhibitions and awareness campaigns, about
our archaeology, our inexhaustible treasure...
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The Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities (BACA) is concerned with the
preservation, promotion, documentation
and interpretation of Bahrain’s heritage, art
and culture. It seeks to promote education,
innovation and experimentation, essentially
making culture @ communal and cohesive
force that nurtures diversity and fosters a
national cultural identity.

Following its theme oriented cultural seasons
since the selection of Manama the Capital of
Arab Culture in 2012, BACA has opted for an
archaeology theme for 2017 to communicate
the significance of Bahrain’s millennia-

old archaeological heritage to local and
international audiences. The cultural agenda
for this year serves as an archaeological
guide that navigates through the main
Bahraini sites and unravels their stories. As
the world today, especially the Middle East,
faces a brutal and deliberate destruction of
archaeological sites, raising awareness to the
importance of our local heritage and cultural
diversity comes to the fore.

Bahrain has been praised since antiquity

for its strategic location and natural wealth.

However, it was only in the 19th century that
the archaeological landscape of Bahrain was
brought to international attention. In 1879,

the discovery of a shoe-shaped inscription
in Bilad Al-Qadim established the links
between ancient Bahrain and Mesopotamia.
Moreover, the report of thousands of burial
mounds on the Island paved the way for
the archaeological exploration of Bahrain. In
1953, the arrival of the Danish archaeological
expedition to Bahrain put an end to over
seventy years of occasional research. The
groundbreaking discoveries at the sites of
Barbar and Qal’at Al-Bahrain confirmed the
historical significance of Bahrain and its
identification with Dilmun.

Over the past decades, major archaeological
work has been undertaken across Bahrain
by both local and international teams.

The results of those excavations produced
seminal research and uncovered major
episodes in the settlement history of Bahrain
from the first prehistoric sites and glorious
Dilmun settlements, burials and temples

to the extraordinary Tylos cemeteries and
Islamic sites. The inscription of two Bahraini
sites on the UNESCO World Heritage List
(Qal’at Al-Bahrain, the Ancient Harbour and
Capital of Dilmun in 2005 and Pearling,
Testimony of an Island Economy in 2012)
and the tentative listing of the Burial
Ensembles of Dilmun and Tylos is a clear
recognition of Bahrain’s enduring past.
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Qal’at Al-Bahrain, commonly known as
Bahrain Fort, is one of the most important
archaeological sites in the Arabian Peninsula
given its continuous occupation and long
settlement history (ca 2200 BC - 17 century
AD). In addition to the impressive 15th
century AD fortress that dominates the

site, the archaeological site of Qal’at Al-
Bahrain is characterised by its elaborate

and unparalleled urban structure in the
Arabian Gulf. The 2nd millennium BC city
encompasses a group of monumental
religious and civic buildings located close

to the Palace and an immense gate that
opened directly onto the coast and the
anchorage which made up the principal
harbour of ancient Bahrain. In 2005, the
site was inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage list.

In 1953, a Danish expedition (Prehistoric
Museum of Moesgaard) headed by Peder

V. Globe and Geoffrey Bibby “rediscovered”
the site of Qal’at Al-Bahrain which has been
abandoned since the 18th century AD. Two
decades of systematic excavations established
the significance of the site as the centre

of the Dilmun civilisation. Since 1977, the
excavations on site have been led by a French
team (National Centre for Scientific Research
CNRS), founded by Monique Kervran and
directed since 1989 by Pierre Lombard.

The Qal’at Al-Bahrain site museum,
designed by Wohlert Arkitekter and funded
by Arcapita Bank, constitutes the gateway
to the archaeological site and illustrates

its historical significance. The display is
arranged around a spectacular 8m high wall
that recreates the full stratigraphy of the
archaeological tell.
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Originally estimated at 80,000 mounds,

the Bahrain burial mounds have attracted
the attention of travellers and explorers for
centuries. Once described as the “vast sea
of sepulchral mounds” and the “curiosity of
Bahrain”, the burial mounds are the most
notable archaeological feature on the island.
Despite major urban development since

the 1970s, the Kingdom of Bahrain burials
remain the densest agglomerations from the
Bronze Age found anywhere in the World.

The Bahrain Dilmun mounds reflect the
social complexity in ancient Bahrain and
bear witness to the rise and flourishing

of the Dilmun civilisation on the island.
Archaeological evidence reveals that the
mounds were originally drum-shaped and not
constructed as mounds as they appear today.
They are characterised by their impressive size
and elaborate construction technique. The
careful burial and the nature of the offerings
reflect a strong belief in an afterlife.

The mound-fields are mostly situated

in Hamad Town larger area, Umm Jidr,
Wadi Al-Sail, Janabiyah, Saar, Al-Hajjar

and A’ali. The spectacular Royal Tombs in
A’ali are Bahrain’s best preserved burials
yielding distinguished finds and featuring an
impressive floor plan. Given their outstanding
value, the Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities submitted a proposal to UNESCO
in 2016 to request the inscription of the
burial ensemble on the World Heritage list.
BACA has also commissioned architect Anne
Holtrop to design a site museum for the
burial mounds site.
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Dilmun was strongly associated with a kind
of earthly paradise where people enjoyed
immortality. That Dilmun was sacred is
reflected in the network of temples exposed
north of the main island of Bahrain at the
sites of Barbar, Diraz, Umm EI-Sujjur, Saar
and Qal’at Al-Bahrain.

The Barbar Temple Complex, unearthed by
the Danish archaeological mission in 1954,
consists of three successive temples built
in five stages and dating to the 3rd and
early 2nd millennium BC. The temple’s well
constituted the main element of the cult
at Barbar and is most likely related to the
worship of the Mesopotamian sweet water
god, Enki. The Bahrain Authority for Culture
and Antiquities has commissioned architect
Anne Holtrop to design a site museum to
highlight the significance of the site and
enhance the visitors’ experience.

The remarkable edifice with colonnades
exposed at Diraz in 1973 by the British
School of Archaeology mission was a

main cult place during the Dilmun period.
Similarly, the wells excavated by the Danish
(1954) and Japanese (1993-1994) missions
at Umm EI-Sujjur were connected to a cult
place. The impressive altar and the number
of large blocks of carved stone exposed in
the vicinity of the site testify to its sacred
nature. Moreover, the 2nd millennium BC
temple located at the heart of the Saar
settlement was most likely dedicated to
the moon god. At Qal’at Al-Bahrain, a
rectanqular pillared structure dating to the
10th/7th century BC has been interpreted as
3 cult place as confirmed by the nature of
the recovered finds.
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Al-Khamis Mosque, also referred to as Abu
Zaydan mosque or Bilad Al-Qadim mosque,
has attracted the attention of travellers
since the 19th century. Its prominent two
minarets have formed a landmark for ships
and its beautiful architectural elements have
garnered the interest of archaeologists.

The Al-Khamis Mosque is the oldest existing
mosque in Bahrain and believed to have
been built in the early 8th century AD. The
structures that stand today, however, are the
result of several phases of rebuilding, with
columns and arches being added in the 10th
century and a second minaret in the 14th.

In 1986, a French archaeological team

led by Monique Kervran excavated in

the mosque. In 2001, the Manchester
University excavations led by Timothy Insoll
investigated the area around the mosque
and confirmed the settlement history of

the area from the 8th to 14th century AD.
In 2012, Bahraini archaeologist Muhammad
Al-Mearaj uncovered the well and the shrine
outside the mosque.

Al-Khamis Mosque constituted the centre

of Bilad Al-Qadim and had in fact stood in
3 densely occupied urban environment as
attested by the archaeological remains of
housing, shops, workshops, mosques, and
cemeteries that surrounded it. Over time,
land use patterns have changed in Bilad
Al-Qadim and the date palm plantations and
gardens that had dominated the area until
the 1970s have largely disappeared.

The newly opened Al-Khamis Mosque Visitors
Centre, designed by Wohlert Arkitekter,
underpins the historical importance of this
area and provides valuable insight into the
past lives of the inhabitants of Bahrain during
the Islamic period.
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The Tree of Life is one of the most original
natural and archaeological sites in Bahrain.
The 10 m high tree grows majestically on

3 low sandy hill completely isolated from
any water source, puzzling archaeologists
and scientists as to its origin and secret of
longevity. In 1986, the Smithsonian Natural
History Museum studied the tree and
concluded that it was planted in 1583 AD.
Although the type of the tree is not firmly
established, it is commonly agreed that
the Tree of Life belongs to the mesquite
family - a species reputed for its outstanding
adaptation to arid environments.

In 2010, the Directorate of Archaeology
and Heritage at the Ministry of Culture
excavated the tree area and its surroundings
and confirmed the existence of a small
settlement of the late Islamic period
(1440-1640 AD). Mostly utilitarian, large
pottery deposits were recovered on site
including some Indian and Chinese imports.
The poor preservation of the Tree of

Life settlement site does not allow for a
detailed interpretation of the finds, the
urban structures and their functions. It is
suggested, however, that the site was a
military camp that was abandoned around
the 16th/17th cent AD.

The development of the tree’s immediate
environment in 2013 aimed at preserving
and protecting it from degradation. The
visitors centre and amphitheatre, designed
by Basmaji & Bielinska Architects, enhanced
the visitors’ experience. Today, the survival
of the Tree of Life rests on a very fragile
natural equilibrium which must be protected
by the authorities, the local community and
visitors to the site.
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The archaeological excavations in Saar
carried out by the Jordanian archaeological
mission directed by Moawiyah Ibrahim

in 1984-5 and the London-Bahrain
archaeological expedition (1990 - 1999)
unravelled a new chapter in the history of
Bahrain. Led by Robert Kilick, Jane Moon
and Harriet Crawford, the excavations at the
village of Saar exposed an intact and unique
Bronze Age settlement (ca 2.5 hectares)
that was inhabited during the Early Dilmun
period (2100 - 1850 BC) and an associated
cemetery with interlocking graves, often
dubbed “"Honeycomb Cemetery”, located to
the south of the settlement.

The regularity of the layout - comprising a
main street, housing blocks and a temple
- reveals an outstanding degree of urban
planning, unparalleled in the Arabian

Gulf. The eighty excavated houses yielded
significant evidence for daily life practices.
The houses were mostly single storey with
roofs of palm-leaf and consisted of two or
three rooms. The settlement continued to
be inhabited for around 250 years, from c.
2050 to 1800/1750 BC.

The anticipated Saar Museum and Regional
Research Centre designed by Architect
Tadao Ando will overlook the archaeological
settlement and its associated burial grounds.
The proposed three-layered structure
consists of an upper floor, accommodating
exhibition and research spaces, a lower
floor platform housing an atrium and a
shaded open-air space middle floor. Similar
to the building, the landscaping is strongly
geometric. It includes a semi-circular water
garden evoking the once-rich underground
water in Bahrain.
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Strategically situated on a rise overlooking
the low desert region between the old town
of East Riffa and the modern town of West
Riffa, the Shaikh Salman bin Ahmed Al-
Fateh fort was built in 1812 on the remains
of an older 17th century structure. The fort
was the seat of rule and residence of Shaikh
Salman bin Ahmed Al-Khalifa, the son of the
founder of the Al-Khalifa ruling family. As
described in historic accounts, the fort was
surrounded by lush and extensive gardens.

Al-Fateh’s Fort, commonly known as the
Riffa Fort, is laid out following a square
shaped layout flanked with imposing square
and round watch towers. The interior
comprises a number of rooms of various
functions centred on two courtyards.

The fort illustrates traditional military
architecture in the Arabian Gulf, combining
local building material and techniques, and
featuring elaborate gypsum carvings on
various fagcades. According to local beliefs,
2 well was dug during the rule of Shaikh
Salman and was renowned for the purity of
its water.

This iconic architectural structure provides
valuable insight into the lives of Al-Khalifa
ruling family and stands witness to one of
the most important junctures in the history
of Bahrain. A series of interactive displays,
designed by the French company LaMeduse
are installed in a free standing pavilion in
the courtyard designed by PAD architects.
The exhibition documents the history and
traditions of the Al-Khalifa family and
highlights the historical architectural features
of the fort.
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Investigations in the areas of Jabal Al-
Dukhan and the site of Al-Markh confirm the
establishment of sedentary communities in
Bahrain during the Neolithic period ca. 4500
BC. The first settlers relied on hunting,
fishing, raising cattle and small-scale grain
farming for their subsistence.

The excavations carried out by the British
School of Archaeology headed by Antony
McNicoll and his successor Michael Roaf

in 1973-1975 at the site of Al-Markh - a

low mound south of Zallaq area - yielded
outstanding assemblages of flint material,

fish bones and Ubaid period pottery
(Mesopotamian 4th millennium BC pottery).
The recovered assemblages attest to the
outstanding skills of the inhabitants in using
locally sourced material to create tools and
weapons as well as their trade connections
with neighbouring areas. Moreover, the study
of a vast quantity of fish bones and sea-shells
shows that the inhabitants largely exploited
inshore resources (fish, molluscs, pearl oysters)
which have probably led to the discovery

of pearls. Interestingly, the excavations at

the site suggest that the site was used as a

specialised fishing centre for the exploitation
of the sea bream in the summer months
between April and July. In the cold season,

it is most likely that the coastal community
took shelter in the surrounding caves of Jabal
Al-Dukhan. The settlers used a variety of tools
for different purposes, from the procurement
and processing of food to the manufacturing of
textiles and ceramics. The manufacturing and
use of pottery for a variety of purposes in daily
life constitute a major cultural development.
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From around the middle of the 4th century
BC, the main island of Bahrain took the
name Tylos and kept it until the second
century AD. Classical accounts reflect on

the wealth of Tylos, which enjoyed then an
exceptional phase of economic prosperity.
The varied excavations carried out by the
Directorate of Heritage and Archaeology over
the past three decades uncovered numerous
cemeteries from the Tylos period on the
island mainly at the sites of Shakhura, Abu
Saybi, Saar, Malikiyah, Dar Kulayb, Karbabad,
Janussan, Karranah and Al-Hajjar.

These cemeteries were often discovered intact
and in an exceptionally well-preserved state.
The concentration, organisation and internal
structure of the graves from the Tylos period
reflect @ whole system of belief and a very
particular set of customs and traditions of the
inhabitants of Bahrain. The meticulous care
and attention given to the deceased reflect a
strong belief in an afterlife.

In most of the graves, significant and highly
original funeral material, especially between
the first century BC and the first century
AD was found. Glazed ceramic vases, finely
worked glass vessels, alabaster containers,
objects made of bone or ivory and terracotta
figurines as well as spectacular jewellery
were discovered in the burial chambers. In
addition, a number of quite distinguished
limestone steles evoking the figure or the
soul of the deceased were unearthed, often
gathered in small ritual enclosures.
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The island of Bahrain has been closely
associated with the wealth of its pearl
fisheries since antiquity.

By the first century AD, Bahrain, known then
as Tylos, was firmly identified as the centre
of a major pearl fishery. This status was
maintained in later centuries when Bahrain
specifically Muharraq Island became the
centre for pearl fishing in the Arabian Gulf.
In 2009, the Oxford Brookes University team
excavated at three sites of the Pearling Path
in Muharraq - Yusuf Fakhro, Ali Fakhro and
Ibrahim Al-Doy ‘Amara.

Moreover, the geoarchaeological
investigation conducted by Oxford Brookes
University, led by Robert Carter at the

Bu Maher Fort - the chief fortification of
Muharraq Town - in 2010 revealed a detailed
account of the evolution of this part of
Muharraq’s only remaining virgin shoreline.
The excavations recovered the ground plan
of the fort, which has been reduced today
to a single tower. It located the other three
towers and its internal buildings and exposed
earlier architectural remains. Although

too degraded, the pottery shards from the
earliest layers suggest an Umayyad Period
(7th/8th century AD) occupation of the site.

Largely known for its outstanding pearling
heritage and traditional houses, little is
known of the earliest occupation phases of
the island of Muharraq. Historical evidence
points out that a flourishing Christian
Nestorian community lived in Samahij,
ancient Muharraq, during the 4th and the
5th centuries AD.
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The archaeological survey carried out by a
Belgium team (Ghent University) at Hawar
Island in 1998 revealed significant evidence
for occupation on the islands spanning the
Prehistoric, Dilmun and Islamic periods.

The survey identified more than forty sites
that testify to human presence. As the lack
of sweet water must have placed constant
and major constraints, it is most probably
that these sites were used occasionally

or seasonally. The island must have been
inhabited for a short period of a few months
a year and/or only for special reasons. The
large grinding-stone found on site indicate
that some limited agricultural activities might
have taken place.

The archaeological survey identified
prehistoric rock art and camp sites probably
used seasonally by hunters 6000 years ago.
Moreover, several graves and graveyards of
various periods were found on Hawar. Some
of the observed burials show close affinity
to the burials of the Dilmun and Tylos period
recovered on the main island of Bahrain. In
addition, a vast number of small mosques
and housing units of rather modern date
were also detected.
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Dilmun’s association with an earthly paradise
was related to its natural wealth in the

form of abundant water. The exceptional
affluence of underground fresh water
reservoirs situated in the depth of the
Arabian Peninsula, appear in Bahrain in the
form of artesian springs and create a “sea”
of fresh water and giving the country its
modern name (two seas).

According to Sumerian mythology, Dilmun
was associated with the origin of the world.
It was believed that the earth and its oceans
rested on a subsurface freshwater ocean,
the so-called Apsu, which supplied surface
springs and rivers. Accordingly, the Sumerian
god and guardian of the Apsu, Enki, blessed
Dilmun with plentiful freshwater by bringing
its artesian springs to the surface, bestowing
life and luxuriant vegetation.

Bahrain’s abundance of water attracted
people since antiquities and allowed them
to settle. The location of the Manama

and Muharraq urban centres was largely
defined by the presence of natural springs.
Submarine fresh water springs were also
important supplies for fishermen as well as
providing water to villages via water pipes.
These water springs once supported the
pearling industry in Bahrain and allowed for
easy access to water.

The rapid urbanisation of Bahrain and the
continuous reclamations have dramatically
affected the once plentiful reserves of
groundwater.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS

Over the past sixty years, the Directorate
of Heritage and Archaeology has carried
out significant archaeological operations
and research in cooperation with regional
and international missions. In addition to
regular preventive and rescue excavations
led by qualified Bahraini archaeologists,
the Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities has signed agreements with
internationally renowned institutions

to conduct archaeological excavations

in Bahrain in 2017. These joint projects
provide seminal archaeological research in
addition to offering training and learning
opportunities to Bahraini students.

7 January - 16 February

In 2014, the Japanese Bahrain Archaeological
mission directed by Takeshi GOTOH (Tokyo
National Museum) started a five years project
in Bahrain at the site of Wadi as Sail. The
“Bahrain Wadi as Sail Archaeological Project”
aims to reveal the origins of the “Early
Dilmun Civilisation”. In 2017, the team plans
to excavate three or four burial mounds and
undertake a palaeo-environmental research
and survey of the area.

19 February - 2 April

Following the successful joint excavations of
BACA and Moesgaard Museum archaeological
mission at A’ali 2010, 2012 and 2013, the
Moesgaard mission directed by Steffen
LAURSEN will excavate in A’ali in 2017 and
2018. The planned excavation seasons at
the Royal Mounds of A’ali will be central to
the further development of the chronology
of the Early Dilmun kings and the Royal
Dynasty buried at A’ali.

4 March - 6 April

The French Archaeological Mission, directed
by Pierre LOMBARD, has conducted 16
seasons of excavations at Qal’at Al-Bahrain
from 1989 to 2016. The mission has mostly
explored and studied the Middle Dilmun,
Late Dilmun, Tylos and Islamic layers on site
and uncovered significant scientific data and
artefacts. In 2017, the French archaeological
team will investigate in the Tylos Period Abu
Saiba necropolis, which had revealed very
rich material in previous rescue excavations.

November - December

The Archaeological Institute of Nara
archaeological mission directed by Kiyohide
SAITO, will excavate the Tylos Period
necropolis of Maqgaba in 2017.
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EXHIBITIONS

Our Past Matters Pop-up Exhibitions
Year long

Bahrain National Museum

A number of small pop up displays will

be reqularly featured in the foyer of the
Bahrain National Museum, presenting the
latest archaeological excavation results and
findings and highlighting the significance of
Bahrain’s archaeological heritage.

Explorations, Encounters and
Remembered Stories: 200 Years of
Bahraini-British Relations

12 December 2016 - 31 April 2017

Bahrain National Museum

Over the past 200 years, the nature of the
Bahraini-British relationship has evolved
and the ties between the two nations
were strengthened. This relationship was
shaped by varied explorations, encounters
and personal stories. This exhibition draws
on the first explorations of Bahrain and its
archaeological landscape. The exhibition is
organised in collaboration with the British
Council in Bahrain.

The 43rd Bahrain Annual Fine Arts
Exhibition
17 January - 17 March

Bahrain National Theatre

Under the patronage of the Prime Minister,
HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa,
the Annual Fine Arts Exhibition brings
together different generations of Bahraini
artists and encourages free and spontaneous
artistic expressions.

Gagged..no Dialogue
19 January - 19 February

Art Centre

In collaboration with the German embassy
to the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Art Centre
features the work of Syrian-born German
artist Bharam Hajou. Hajou’s paintings

are subtle works of nature and humanity.
His power and strength is reflected in the
energy of his works, much of which gives
the impression of freedom of expression and
a readiness for dialogue.
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Gazing at the Contemporary World:
Japanese Photography from 1970s to the
Present

5 - 25 February

Bahrain National Museum

The exhibition explores new realities in a
changing Japanese society from the end of
the period of rapid economic growth in the
1960s to the turn of the century; a period
when a multi-faceted revolution occurred
in photographic expression in Japan and
has continued to affect it until today. The
exhibition is divided into two sections, “A
Changing Society” (presenting photographs
of human figures) and “Changing
Landscapes” (presenting views of the city,
the suburbs, and nature).

Khalid Farhan and Maryam Fakhro’s
Exhibition

20 February - 3 March

Art Centre

The exhibition features the work of two
preeminent Bahraini artists; sculptor Khalid
Farhan and contemporary artist Maryam
Fakhro.

The Self Holy Ground
5 - 31 March

Art Centre

The exhibition features interactive
installations by artist Othman Khunji created
through the use and application of cutting-
edge technology, including Arduino sensors/
actuators, 3D printing, laser cutting, and
water jet engraving. The collection explains
and portrays the contrast between the
traditional self-sacrificing, selfless, altruistic
symbol that Mecca has always represented
for Muslims, and the contemporary self-
centred, selfish, egocentric aura that has
become synonymous with one’s journey to
our most holiest of places.

The Pearl Path
4 April - 4 August

Bahrain National Museum

Four years after the inscription of the
Pearling, Testimony of an Island Economy
site on the UNESCO World Heritage List,
the exhibition will showcase the built vision
for the site through architectural models,
images, studies and mock-ups of the
different components of the project. From
the conservation components to the new
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architectural interventions, the exhibition
will give an in-depth overview of this

unique project that aims to spearhead the
rehabilitation of the OId City of Muharraq.

The 30th Anniversary of the French
Archaeological Mission in Bahrain
19 March - 31 December

Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum

The exhibition celebrates the 30th
anniversary of the French archaeological
mission work in Bahrain and features the
latest excavation results.

The Hidden Art of Dilmun
18 May - 30 October

Bahrain National Museum

December 2017 - February 2018

The State Hermitage Museum in St.
Petersburg, Russia.

The stamp-seals were @ means of organising
Dilmun’s intricate trade. They were used
throughout the Early Dilmun Period

and remain the most original material
representation of this culture. The carved
side always depicted a unique iconography
probably defined by the owner when the
stamp seal was made. The exhibition focuses
on the techniques, meanings and artistic value
of the Dilmun stamp seals, the sole artistic
manifestation of Dilmun and its “hidden art”.

Hanaa Malallah Solo Exhibition
November 2017

Art Centre

Regarded as one of Iraq’s leading and most
innovative contemporary artists, Hanaa
Malallah has reached international acclaim
through her profoundly intuitive mixed-media
compositions which are the embodiment of
three decades of war and violence in Iraq.
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Bahrain National Museum Talk Series
6:30 pm

Bahrain National Museum Lecture Hall

29 January

Japanese Archaeological Mission at Wadi
as Sail: Preliminary results of the first and
second missions.

Masashi ABE, Tokyo National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties, Archaeology

22 February

Z3aki Aslan, Director of ICCROM-ATHAR
Regional Conservation Centre in Sharjah.

The Protection of Endangered Cultural
Heritage in the Arabian Gulf

22 March

Pierre LOMBARD, Director of the French
Archaeological mission in Bahrain and advisor
to the Bahrain Authority of Culture and
Antiquities

The Latest Archaeological Discoveries in
Bahrain

26 April

Dr. Alaa AIHABASHI, Noura AISAYEH and
Ghassan CHEMALI, Bahrain Authority for
Culture and Antiquity

Conversation around “Pearling, Testimony of
an Island Economy”

24 May

Steffen LAURSEN, Head of Oriental
Department at Moesgaard Museum, Danemark

The Latest Results of the Excavations in A'ali,
Bahrain

22 November

Benjamin PORTER and Alexis BOUTIN, the
Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology in
Berkeley, California.

The Dilmun Bioarchaeology Project

December 2017

The Egyptian Archeologist
Dr Zahi Hawass

“Passion for Escavation”
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Food is Culture Talk Series

In the following weeks of Food is Culture,
several films will be screened and talks will

take place by various personalities in Bahrain,

from chefs, to philosophers, and experts in
various fields presenting the multiple ways in

which Food, Art, and Culture are intertwined.

For further updates please check our events
page at www.culture.gov.bh or follow us on
facebook and instagram at @culturebah.

5 February

Seeing Everyday Fabric through Art
and Semiotic
Dr. Hanaa Malallah

College of Art & Design - Royal University
for Women

12 February

The Evolution and Future of Branding in
the food Industry
Banan Yaqoobi - Quby Group

19 February

Eat & Drink in Ancient Bahrain
Dr. Pierre Lombard - The Director of the
French Archeological mission in Bahrain

Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum

Talk Series

Check our website www.culture.gov.bh and
Instagram (@qab_sitemuseum)

28 March
7:00 pm

Dr. Mohammed Reda Meraj

Statues from the Tylos Period in Bahrain: A
Taxonomic and Comparative Study

The talk will be in Arabic

11 April
7:00 pm

Dr. Abdullah Al-Madani

The talk will be in Arabic
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Islamic Archaeology in Global
Perspective Conference
11 - 14 April

Bahrain National Museum

The conference celebrates the opening of

the new Al-Khamis Mosque Visitor Centre

and Exhibition, as the pre-eminent Islamic
archaeological site museum in the Gulf
region. It also, for the first time, considers
Islamic archaeology from a truly global
perspective, region by region. This is achieved
through lectures from the world experts on
their chosen regions.

Museums in Arabia
11 - 13 October

Bahrain National Museum

Museums in Arabia is an internationally
established conference series that operates

as an international collaborative network for
exploring the theory and practice of museums
and heritage in the Arabian Peninsula.
Established in 2011, the conference provides
a platform for local, regional and international
scholars and practitioners to come together to
discuss and exchange ideas around museum
and heritage practices in the Gulf. The 2017
iteration of the Museums in Arabia series aims
to engage more specifically with how artistic
and aesthetic practice and production (in the
broadest sense) is employed within museums,
galleries, heritage events, and urban planning
in the Arabian Peninsula.
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CHiLDRENS’ WORKSHOPS

Be the Archaeologist
4, 11, 25 March and 1 April

Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site

A recreated children excavation area where
children can excavate, document and restore
finds in a fun and informative setting.

Check our website for updates

Archaeology Hunters

Children will learn about the archaeology and
the history of Bahrain by reading clues and
solving riddles in a fun and informative way.

Check our website for updates

My Dish, My Gift
Enkiru Kids Club -
Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum

18 March
4:00 - 5:30 pm
Age Group: 7 - 12 years

Arabic / English

Reqistration: sitemuseum@moc.gov.bh_qab

Movie Screening
Honey, | Shrunk the Kids

23 March
7:00 pm

Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum

Enkiru’s Journey through the Ages
Enkiru Kids Club - Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site
Museum

22 April
4:00 - 5:30 pm
Age Group: 7 - 12 years

Arabic / English

Reqistration: sitemuseum@moc.gov.bh_qab

International Museum Day OPEN DAY
Enkiru Kids Club - Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site
Museum

18 May
8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Age Group: 7 - 12 years

Arabic / English

Reqistration: sitemuseum@moc.gov.bh_qab
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Gergaroun Night
Enkiru Kids Club - Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site
Museum

2 June
9:30 pm

ADULTS WORKSHOPS
The Art of Silversmithing

29 April

Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum
Age Group: 18 years and above
Arabic / English

Reqistration: sitemuseum@moc.gov.bh_qab

Tasting Through time

Participants will learn about culinary traditions
in ancient Bahrain by experiencing and testing
recipes from the Dilmun past.

Reqistration required

Check our website for updates

Pottery Making

Participants will learn about the ceramic
production industry in ancient Bahrain and
explore traditional pottery making methods
with the assistance of local artisans.

A’ali pottery workshops
Reqistration required

Check our website for updates

Prehistoric Tools Making
Participants will learn about prehistoric flint
tool production in the Arabian Gulf.

Check our website for updates

Dilmun Marathon
Discover the archaeological sites of the Dilmun
period in @ competitive and fun setting.

Check our website for updates

Observance of the summer solstice day
at the temple of Saar

21 June

Saar Settlement
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#united4heritage Completion

#unite4Heritage is a global movement
powered by UNESCO that aims to celebrate
and safequard cultural heritage and diversity
around the world. Launched in response

to the unprecedented recent attacks on
heritage, the campaign calls on everyone

to celebrate the places, objects and cultural
traditions that make the world such a rich and
vibrant place. As cultural heritage can take
many forms including songs, dance, places,
landscapes, stories, etc.. Share your heritage
story on social media with the hashtag
#united4heritage for a chance to win!

Create Your Own Carpet
11 March
4:00 - 6:00 pm

Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum

Age Group: 18 years and above
Arabic / English

Reqistration: sitemuseum@moc.gov.bh_qab

Arabic Movie Night

Our Wonderful Days (Ayyamna El-Hilwa)
6 April

7:00 pm

Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum outdoor area

Arabic Movie Night

Me and My Daughters (Ana Wa Banati)
4 May

7:00 pm

Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum outdoor area

Nocturne for Pit Orchestra

9 March

A visual art intervention including
performance, music, sound, research, process
-based and participative practice.

Project by visual artist llaria Lupo in
collaboration with sound artist Rabih Beani.
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Japanese Film Festival
Bahrain National Museum Auditorium

1, 5, 8, 12 and 15 March
19:00

In collaboration with the Embassy of Japan and
the Japan Foundation, the Bahrain National
Museum hosts a Japanese Film Festival. The
films have been selected from a wide range

of different genres including historical, drama,
comedy, and Science fiction, and will be
featured with English subtitle.

1 March
The Floating Castle

Japan, 1589: the true story of the one castle
that Toyotomi Hideyoshi and his greatest
general, Ishida Mitsunari, failed to conquer.

2011 / Approx. 145 min / Color

5 March
The Red and White Investigation File

Analyzing officers, who are highly skilled but
a little off the hook, gather under Captain
Yurine of ST, a special police unit. While
creating much trouble and overcoming
problems, the team manages to solve
numerous difficult cases.

2015 / Approx. 110 min / Color

8 March
The Round Table

It is summer break and between the ordinary
and not so ordinary days, little Kokko's big
adventure begins. Grandpa teaches her a
magical word “imagine”. And with that, Kokko
slowly embarks on a journey to becoming a
“grown up”.

2014 / Approx. 113 min / Color

12 March

Time Scoop Hunter

The story is set in Kyoto, just after the
“Honno-ji Incident,” the rebellion by the
Nobunaga Oda’s vassal, Mitsuhide Akechi. A
time space journalist who travels to various
eras , interviews and records the lives of
unknown people using time warp technology.

2013 / Approx. 102 min / Color

15 March

Samurai Cat

Kyutaro is 8 SAMURAI who was once feared.
However, after losing his position, he runs
out of money and living alone away from
his family. One day Kyutaro gets a job offer,
which is to kill a cat.

2014 / Approx. 100 min / Color
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Ta’a Al Shabab
1 - 14 February

Various locations

Ta’a Al Shabab is an annual cultural festival,
run by young volunteers, and focuses on a
wide range of cultural pursuits, including
reading, architecture, literature, fine arts,
visual and performance arts, music, film,
technology, among others.

Spring of Culture - 12th edition
25 February - 8 April

Various Locations

The Spring of Culture is the biggest and
most diverse annual festival for art and
culture in the GCC. Since its inception in
2006, this increasingly popular festival has
extended its eclectic mix of events over
five weeks. More details on the line-up of
cultural events is available on the festival’s
official website (www.springofculture.org).

Food is Culture - 2nd edition
22 - 26 January

6:00 pm

Bahrain National Museum

The successful pilot edition of “Food is

Culture” hosted in 2016 by the Bahrain
Authority for Culture and Antiquities, is coming
back for its second edition. The Food is Culture
initiative is a creative experimental project that
aims to bridge together the mediums of art and
food. It brings together five chefs and five visual
artists from around the island to collaborate

and explore interesting and varied ways of
creating and presenting art shared between
their two mediums. During the course of the
week, they will share and display their collective
creations to an audience eager to understand
each pairings’ unique process and theme.

22 January

Artist Lulwa Al-Khalifa and Chef Bassam Al-
Alawi (Darseen Café)

A passionate self-taught oil painter, Lulwa
Al Khalifa finds inspiration in all things. Her
process is organic and visceral.

Bassam Al Alawi, a self-styled “Soul food”
Chef & Polymath, strives to use his many
interests to bring together usually opposing
ideas & ingredients to create something
unique and meaningful.
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23 January

Artist Giuse Magqgi and Chef Layla Sharif
(Sugar & Lace)

Sculptor Giuse Maggi has an upcycling
approach to differing materials and their
transformation into sculptural pieces. She
is inspired by the intricacy of the Arabian
Environment.

Baker and pastry artist and teacher Layla Al
Sharif specializes in bespoke, intricate, and
delicate wedding cakes.

24 January

Artist Mai Al-Moataz and Chef Tala Bashmi
(Fusions)

Artist Mai Al Moataz explores through
photography the paradoxical relationship
between the inward worlds of her subjects
versus their outward form.

Chef Tala Bashmi takes her inspiration from
her homeland Bahrain where she often
conceptualized local culinary techniques and
ingredients, and creates unorthodox tasteful
combinations.

25 Janvuary

Artist Nader Al-Abbasi and Chef Nader
Qannati (NQ Cookery)

Visual artist Nader Al Abbasi has an interest
in many mediums of contemporary art often
exploring in his work the idiosyncrasies of
our modern life and where our society finds
value both in the past and present.

Nader Al Qannati is a financier turned
professional Chef who has studied around
the world with a keen interest in the
techniques of Spain and France. He
expresses his knowledge at his restaurant
NQ Cookery.

26 Janvuary

Artist Sumaya Abdulghani and Chefs Brian
and Pierre (Wolgang Puck’s, Four Seasons)

Artist Sumaya Abdulghani is inspired by
Islam as an expression of Purity and Natural
Organic Simplicity. Her work shows the
commonality of these values expressed
through differing religions.

Executive Chef of re Asian Cuisine and Head
chef at Wolfgang Puck’s restaurant "CUT"-
both at the Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain -
Brian Becher’s culinary inspiration began in
his grandmother’s kitchen.

Wolfgang Puck’s Pastry Chef Pierre
Chambon’s love of pastry as an artistic
medium fuels his passionate creations.
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Bahrain Heritage Festival - 25th edition
April

Tent next to Qal’at Al-Bahrain Site Museum

The Bahrain Heritage Festival brings the
island’s unique culture to the forefront
and showcases the variety and diversity of
local heritage. It offers Bahrainis, residents
and visitors the chance to see some of the
Kingdom'’s finest craftsmen at work.

Bahrain Summer Festival
July - August

Tent next to Qal'at Al-Bahrain Site Museum

The Bahrain Summer Festival features a
multi-cultural melting pot of family-friendly
stage shows and fun activities designed

to entertain and educate. In addition to
Nakhool City’s diverse slate of kid-friendly
activities, the festival assembles a line-up
of talented local, regional, and international
artists from a wide range of genres.

The Bahrain International Music Festival
- 26th edition
October

Bahrain National Theatre and Cultural Hall

Since its inception in 1992, the Music
Festival invites world renown artists to
headline its week-long annual celebration of
music. Every year, the musical performances
ranging from orchestral compositions to
modern pop delight audiences with its
eclectic mix of musical genres and traditions
from the Arab world and beyond.

Ma Namet Al Manama - Bahrain Nuits
Blanches
15 - 16 December

Various Locations

This twelve hour overnight event, held
annually in December, features a wide range
of cultural and artistic events held in various
locations in Manama.

National Day Celebrations
December 16 - 17

Various Locations

Bahrain transforms into a vibrant sea of

red and white in the nationwide patriotic
celebrations every December to mark the
country’s National Day. Many activities

take place around Bahrain’s cultural and
historic landmarks which stand as witness to
Bahrain’s unique and deep-rooted heritage.
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Bahrain National Theatre Events
January - December 2017

Since its opening in 2012, the Bahrain
National Theatre has quickly become a
national landmark of Bahrain. The National
Theatre hosts all year long a variety of world
renowned performances.

check our website for details.
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Protection, Fencing and Site
Management of Archaeological Sites
May 2016 - Ongoing

Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities
has initiated the project to improve the
condition of the archaeological sites in

May 2016. The first phase of the project

was completed in September 2016. Four
archaeological sites, namely Chieftain Burial
Mounds in Janabiyah and Royal Mounds 1, 8,
11 and 12 in A'ali, have been surrounded with
a new fence, benches have been placed and
information boards have been inserted. The
project is expected to continue with its phase
two in 2017. The overall objective is to extend
the project to cover all the archaeological
sites of the Kingdom, and make them more
informative and accessible to all.

Digitisation of the Bahrain National
Museum Collections
September 2016 - Ongoing

The Bahrain National Museums maintains
an archaeological, heritage, manuscript
and photographic collection. The ongoing
inventory and digitisation of the collections
is done according to international museum
standards and aims at documenting and
preserving Bahrain’s tangible heritage.

Conservation of Archaeological Artefacts
February - December

International conservation experts will assist
and train the staff of the Bahrain National
Museum to maintain high standards of
collection care. The workshops will focus
on the preservation of pottery, wood, metal
and textile.

Smithsonian Institution Assessment
Project
March 2016

Since 2015, the Smithsonian Institution

has been in discussions with the Bahrain
Authority for Culture and Antiquities (BACA)
about ways to pilot Smithsonian strategies
in support of the development of Bahrain’s
museum and cultural sector. BACA and
Smithsonian are developing a proposal for
collaboration focused around exhibitions,
collections, and education.
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3D Documentation for the Al-Khamis
Mosque

As part of the cultural agreement between
the Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities and the Centre for Global Study
and Cultural Heritage and Culture at Kansai
University (Japan), the Japanese team will
carry out a 3D documentation for the Al-
Khamis Mosque in February 2017.

Al-Khamis Mosque Visitors Centre
10 January

Designed by the Danish architecture firm
Claus Wohlert in collaboration with PAD,
the Al-Khamis visitors centre provides

3 permanent exhibition, designed by
Christophe Martin, featuring archaeological
artefacts that have been discovered on site
and the latest results of the excavations

in the Al-Khamis mosque and the Bilad
Al-Qadm area. The project also includes a
public pathway that will surround the site
allowing visitors to appreciate it from a
distance while protecting the archaeology.

Customs House
Fall 2017

Following the completion of the first two
phases of the conservation of the original
Customs house building, one of the oldest
structures of the Bab al Bahrain area in central
Manama, the final phase of rehabilitation of
the building is set to be completed at the end
of 2017. Designed by Studio Anne Holtrop,

the rehabilitation will enhance the building’s
original features that were uncovered during
the conservation works led by BACA while
accommodating the needs of the Manama Post
Office that will once again be housed in this
historic building.

Al-Khalifiyah Library
Spring 2017

The Al-Khalifiyah Library Project is situated

in the old city centre of Muharraq, and is the
reconstruction of the original library which
once stood in its place, which was at the time
one of the first public libraries in Bahrain. The
library is designed by the Dutch architectural
firm SeARCH BV in collaboration with the
Bahrain-based firm PAD.
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Dar Al Rifaa Al-Oda
Spring 2017

The Dar Al-Riffa Al Oda project comprises the
conservation and rehabilitation of the existing
Dar in the old neighbourhood of East Riffa as
well as an extension on a neighbouring plot,
which will accommodate a larger performance
hall and sleeping quarters. The new Dar Al
Riffa will enhance the intangible heritage of
Riffa, and the folk singing that is specific to
this area of Bahrain.

Archaeologies of Green
Summer 2017

Muharraq

The pavilion of the Kingdom of Bahrain at
the Expo Milano 2015 will be transported
to Bahrain to be permanently displayed

in Muharraq. The exhibition is a poetic
interpretation of the cultural agrarian
heritage of the country, which stems from
the ancient civilization of Dilmun. With
ten distinctive fruit gardens, the pavilion
also features archaeological artefacts that
perpetuate the many myths of Bahrain as
the location of the Garden of Eden.



SAVE THE DATE

Ibn Battuta’s Birth date
Arab Tourism Day
25 February

International Day for Monuments and Sites
18 April

International Museum Day
18 May

World Tourism Day
27 September

Arabic Lanquage Day
18 December
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