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THE SEA GUSHES ALL AROUND YOU,
FULL OF HOPE

UPON YOUR BANKS ARE BOUNDLESS
BLESSINGS

INSIDE YOU, THE PEARLS STILL GLEAM
AND SHINE

AND SWEET SCENTS EMANATE FROM
YOUR GLORY

YOU ARE MUHARRAQ, A JEWEL FROM
OUR LAND

THE PEDIGREE OF THE COUNTRY
SHINES THROUGH YOU

HASAN KAMAL
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Beautiful cities are also charts of the very core of
charming beliefs, because beauty is the product of
its maker and the outcome of its creator.

In beautiful cities, the idea breaks out the
shackles of bias and unlocks its capacity to
create. Immobility turns into infinite lightness
and mystique; for beliefs also possess a certain
form that matures in outdoor spaces when
nurtured by hands that believe in the idea and
willing to endow it to the world.

The day has awakened here, so come...

Come, all the qualities that make life beautiful:
Come smells, places, textures or memories,
laughter and love, whether leisurely or briskly.
Come minarets, public squares, houses, gardens,
trees and the like. Come grow and hope,
whether in the form of a piercing thwack or a
quiet creak, or melodic music. Come from clay,
palm trees, flowers, fragrances, water, sky, or
whatever form of love you like.

Come and see,

For to be able to see a belief, you have to see
the collective outcome and impact of its people,
Because truth is created not from the
imagination of one, but of many,

and together, we will create!

Signed by,
Muharraq, the Capital of Islamic Culture 2018
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FROM:
TO: EVERYONE,

HEART TO HEART,
DREAM BY DREAM,

MUHARRAQ_
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ACHIEVEMENT BY ACHIEVEMENT

It is not that dreaming is not possible, but |

was preparing monuments that bear witness to
my long history so that my beloved who come
and go remain etched in my soul. It is not

that truth occurs in a place that only believes

in the dream, but my heart has always been

like 3 womb that nurtures all things joyful and
amazing. The wonderful beliefs of my children
made me a beautiful city too; a deep city, a city
as big the nation itself.

This beauty is predicated on a rapturous love
and an expansive freedom. It is founded upon

3 vigilant memory that does not discount that
which came before it and start from scratch.
Rather, it carries on and assimilates. Cities are
the identities of their children. And like your own
names which connect you with your ancestors
and your descendants, my name is Muharraq,
and my legacy is my deep-rooted history which
manifests itself in my children’s homes, ventures
and dreams.

My spaces are maps of beauty. My heart carries
the history of all the happy occasions of my
children, from the journey of a diver who finds
pearls in my waters, to 3 gorgeous construction
whose scent conjures up the past with all its
features. Because of this, the world chose me
as the Capital of Islamic Culture for 2018. This
honor would not have bestowed upon me if it
were not for my children and everyone who
passed through me who loved me in their own
special way, most notably those who utilized my
soul and features for the sake of enlightenment,
coexistence and culture.

Love does not just change the things that

are around us, but it breathes life into them
and infuses them with the vigor of hope.
Every dream my children carry in my heart
gets fulfilled. Thanks to culture, the ancient
pearl that | hid in my sea with the changing
times reemerged as a path of pearls. Heritage
transformed ancient houses into assets of
beauty and history. Exquisite architecture,
replete with Islamic engravings, became places
for endowments and production. Nothing from
my age goes away. Nothing is lost as long as we
hold on to it.

The things we hold on to in turn hold on to
us. The things we give life to give us back
sustainability.

And so, the seafaring songs remain the same,
with throats summoning them to life at a
leisurely pace.

And the city that used to dream inside the head
now dreams with its eyes wide open.

And in we will see the ability of culture to
steadfastly hold on to the spirit and identities
of things, and its capacity to craft achievements
and projects for the entire the world.
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FOREWORD

7 MUHARRAQ_- CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE 2018

MAI BINT MOHAMMED AL KHALIFA

Each and every time culture wagers on beauty,
life triumphs somewhere in the world.

Each and every time we offer the world a

ray of hope firmly rooted in human identity,
civilization, urbanization, and origins, the world
bestows a name upon our country, and our cities
give it that for which it pines and wants.

For the year 2018, the Islamic Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO)
selected the city of Muharraq as the Capital of
Islamic Culture, a city which served as port of
the universe, a place where its cultures were
forged and different peoples came with their
own cultures and humanity. Today, the city
regains its features and characteristics as it
continues to bring beauty and inspiration to the
entire world.

This cultural exportation transports our dreams
to every corner through cultural projects and
investments in arts and human history that
deposits within the city all that it can hold and
sustains as it inspires.
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And so we continue our wager.

Muharraq will continue to provide the world with
all that is beautiful.

The country’s sea will continue to pave the way
for people in magnificent glittering pearls.

And a culture that is underscored by love shall
prevail and triumph for cities that, despite
everything, affirm their authenticity.
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Old pictures of the ancient city of Muharraq




9 MUHARRAQ_- CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE 2018




|



M MUHARRAQ_- CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE 2018




a8lail aollo (pe anai (02018 58 dlollwll &8Leil donle il diyaoll \ginoll 58
Gttiie (2o ol &Il uala (oo dolu dyle j oldl sy yy diloinl 58 . Lelis
o9l 110 5.8 slyc d=ld; 02018 11l 28 58 5 3boll Yyl 44 Loo ello dauls T
cloinlg ajog Gu81wgo 8)g0 b330 diyaoll ld gl Jloal &8I fANT WS
roJLQ_HLb_JlLQ_Lm_o iAo (0 auales albas UQU_LI_UJLOQ.LJJQ.CU_Q_LUQOAlQé_oﬂJ[O_L@

In 2018, the Kingdom of Bahrain celebrates Muharraq Capital of Islamic
Culture following its designation by the Islamic Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (ISESCO). The city will mark this occasion with a grand
celebration on January 28th at Arad Fort under the patronage of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of Bahrain in the presence of leading
dignitaries, diplomats and cultural figures from around the world, showcasing
the city’s ancient stories and features to the world.
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The house of the late Shaikh Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa
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The house of the late Sheikh Isa bin Ali
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Mural of the Tunisian artist Mr. in the district of the Shaikh Ebrahim bin Mohammed Al Khalifa Center for Culture and Research
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The historical Arad Fort in Muharraq
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Al-Alawi House, one of the stops on the Pearling Trail: Testimony to an Island Economy
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House of Diving, one of the stops on the Pearling Trail: Testimony to an island Economy
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Al-Hedaya Al-Khalifiya School: The start of formal education in the Kingdom of Bahrain
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Dar Al-Muharraq for Folk Arts







MUHARRAQ_- CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE 2018

55













59 MUHARRAQ_- CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE 2018

@Ayl giaoll @isao o W dlual jloso aollo
Authentic architectural features of houses in the historical city of Muharraq
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Al-Khalefeyah Library in Muharraq City

1:" b 1\ " &
T e Lo i N A A
\ f &
i __ﬁ'_: J'{;;r. 4 W ‘ﬁf}r *i-f




AY AV AV AV 4V AVAVAV,LY,
"AY AY AV AV AVAVAVA V&

—_— L L —
\ . ——J -_—
L . « TN . TS .

’AVA VA 7‘ v










611 Luso &5l4n (o 2ja dipnadll Gouw
Qaisariyah Souk, one of the stops of the Pearling Trail
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EVENTS

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
HIS MAJESTY KING HAMAD BIN
ISA AL KHALIFA

OFFICIAL OPENING
MUHARRAQ_CAPITAL OF
ISLAMIC CULTURE 2018

28 JANUARY
ARAD FORT

In 2018, the Kingdom of Bahrain celebrates
Muharraq Capital of Islamic Culture following its
designation by the Islamic Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation (ISESCO). The city will
mark this occasion with a grand celebration on
January 28th at Arad Fort under the patronage of
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King
of Bahrain in the presence of leading dignitaries,
diplomats and cultural figures from around the
world, showcasing the city’s ancient stories and
features to the world.

QAL'AT AL-BAHRAIN
SITE MUSEUM
10TH ANNIVERSARY

18 FEBRUARY 2018

Built along the water front, on non-archaeological,
reclaimed land, the 2000 m2 museum is situated at
the north of the Qal’at al-Bahrain tell. This realization
draws on WOHLERT Arkitekter’s international
experience, merging it with traditional, local

93 MUHARRAQ_- CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE 2018

architectural tradition to create here a unique place for
sharing encounters, discovery and historical memory.

The museum itself makes up the gateway to the
archaeological tell, designated a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 2005. Both are connected by

3 discovery pathway, including audio-guide and
service facilities. The museum wing lies on a
podium, which forms a dock on the Gulf. The
exhibition space, separated into six distinct sections
organized chronologically, is laid out around the
dramatic central display, the “Tell Wall”. This 30m
long recreation of the archaeological strata, in
levels corresponding to archaeological sediments,
constitutes the main axis of the exhibition, and
accompanies at every moment the itinerary of each
visitor. From the earliest Dilmun period exhibition
on the lower level, the visitor ascends to the most
recent Islamic period exhibition on the upper level
on the first floor through a succession of planes.
These chronological sections bring together over
500 objects uncovered during the excavations
carried out from 1954 to 2008 by Danish, French
and Bahraini teams.

The Qal’at al-Bahrain permanent exhibition
complements the visit of the neighbouring
archaeological site by introducing visitors to one of
the most spectacular historical site in the Kingdom
of Bahrain.
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EVENTS

ARAB TOURISM DAY -

IN MEMORY OF IBN
BATTUTA'S BIRTHDAY
THE EPIC OF GILGAMESH
A MUSICAL CONCERT

BY ABED AZRIEH

25 FEBRUARY 2018
BAHRAIN NATIONAL THEATRE

THE 18TH BAHRAIN
INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
GUEST OF HONOUR: THE
KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

28 MARCH -7 APRIL
ARAD FORT

The 18th Bahrain International Book Fair is @ biennial

event that showcases publishers and booksellers

in all subject areas under one roof. The book fair
has built a sound reputation and has fostered the
participation of Arab and foreign publishing houses.
The event aims to encourage readers at all levels,
interest and ages to experience the joy of reading.
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BOOK LAUNCH

FABLES ACROSS TIME:
KALILA WA DIMNA
SABIHA KHEMIR

28 MARCH 2018

THE ISLAMIC FUNERARY
INSCRIPTIONS OF BAHRAIN.
PRE-AD 1900

TIMOTHY INSOLL, SALMAN
MAHARI AND RACHEL
MACLEAN

APRIL 2018

THE ROYAL MOUNDS OF A'ALI,
BAHRAIN
STEFFEN LAURSEN

MARCH 2018

ARAB MANUSCRIPTS DAY
4 APRIL 2018

Every year on the 4th of April, the Arab World

celebrates Arab Manuscripts Day in an attempt to
raise awareness to the importance of this heritage
that reflects the wealth of Arab - Islamic cultures.
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42nd Session of the

World Heritage Committee
Bahrain 2018

42e Session du
Comité du Partimoine Mondial
Bahrein 2018
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EVENTS

WORLD HERITAGE
COMMITTEE MEETING == ' X

1t
24 JUNE - 4 JULY 2018 NG

United Nations . World
Educational, Scientific and - Heritage
Cultural Organization . Convention

In light of the Bahrain Authority for Culture And Organisation " Convention

o 1
des Nations Unies *  du patrimoine

SO

&

S

Antiquities’ success in the safequarding human pour Féducation, , mondial

la science et la culture
identity through the management of heritage sites ’

and monuments, as well as its exceptional track
record in the preservation of human heritage, the
World Heritage Committee’s 42nd meeting will take
place at the end of June in the Kingdom of Bahrain,
following Kingdom being selected to head the
Committee last November.

The meeting will be attended by representatives

of the members of the Committee and several
world heritage experts to consider the inclusion of
UNESCO World Heritage sites, examine proposals of
countries wishing to list their sites, assisting experts
in reporting the eligibility of these sites for inclusion
and deciding whether or not they will be listed. In
addition, intangible heritage represents a genuine
concern for the Committee as part of its efforts to
preserve peoples’ identity and human values and
safequard the record of the world’s memory.
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EVENTS

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
HIS MAJESTY KING HAMAD BIN
ISA AL KHALIFA.

OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE
PEARL PATH PROJECT:

A LOOK AT THE ISLAND’S
ECONOMY COMPLETE THE
FIRST PHASE

28 NOVEMBER 2018

Muharraq, continues to serve as a source of
beauty and inspiration as it celebrates the
Pearling Trail. After carrying the stories of so
many to the safety of its port, the completion of
the first phase of the trail will be celebrated in a
glorious ceremony held under the patronage of
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

The Pearling Trail echoes the sounds of those
who survived, of conversations of the sea, of
swelling waves, of maritime music and songs,
and of grief and infinite patience.

The Pearling Trail also reflects the endless
horizon that divides the two blues, water and
sky. It reveals houses kept warm by women
grinding away so that their anxiety could not be
seen. It captures snapshots of old houses, open
squares and palm trees that time has passed by
and left them there, still waiting.

Every tear that rolled down the face of life, the
sea has transformed into a pearl.
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In November 2018, The Pearling Trail: Testimony
of an Island Economy - the second site in
Bahrain inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage
site back in 2012 - enables Muharraq to narrate
what it witnessed back when the sea was the
keeper of all stories.

THE PEACE BELL

28 NOVEMBER 2018
MUHARRAQ_

In conjunction with the launch ceremony of the
Muharraq, Capital of Islamic Culture on January
18, the Federation of World Peace and Love
will ring its bell in Muharraq, marking the first
time ever this has been done outside the United
States. The event will be attended by a number
of heads of state, Nobel laureates, ambassadors
and inspiring cultural figures. The sound of the
bell, a symbol of the voice of love and peace,
will resonate in a city where the world used to
gather; a safe harbor for the entire universe.
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EXHIBITIONS

THE STAMP SEALS:
HALLMARK OF DILMUN
AND ITS HIDDEN ART
(ONGOING EXHIBITION)

11 OCTOBER 2017 -
10 DECEMBER 2018

BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM

Seals were a main administrative tool used to
requlate trade and organise society. With a shape
and iconography unusual to the Near East, the
Dilmun seals illustrate the most original material
representation of the Dilmun culture and its only
surviving art. The exhibition draws on the permanent
collection of the Bahrain National Museum with
highlights from the National Museum of Kuwait. The
display examines the function, techniques, diversity
and splendour of the Dilmun seals.
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IN THE LAND OF DILMUN
WHERE THE SUN RISES
ARCHAEOLOGICAL TREASURES
FROM THE BAHRAIN
NATIONAL MUSEUM
(ONGOING EXHIBITION)

S5 DECEMBER 2017 -
11 MARCH 2018

THE HERMITAGE STATE MUSEUM,
SAINT PETERSBURG - RUSSIA

Hosted at the Hermitage State Museum in Saint
Petersburg Russia, the exhibition features around
200 artefacts associated with the rise and flourish
of the Dilmun civilization on Bahrain between the
3rd and the 1st millennium BCE. The display takes
the visitor on an immersive journey to explore
the extraordinarily rich heritage of Bahrain and
the originality of the Dilmun culture. The notable
artefacts selection reveals centuries of prosperous
enterprise and cultural supremacy.
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EXHIBITIONS

ON THE ROAD II
ARTIST ZUHAIR ALSAEED

7 - 31 JANUARY 2018
THE ART CENTRE

On the Road 2 is a continuation of Zuhair
AlSaeed’s exhibition (On the Road 1) showcased

in 2015. The On the road series will continue

to document the memory of the roads and its
relations to the locals’ childhood (at a certain time)
through artworks. AlSaeed works on nostalgic
elements and the pining to the past in a fast
moving world where memories are no longer kept.

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
HRH PRINCE KHALIFA BIN
SALMAN AL KHALIFA

THE BAHRAIN 44TH FINE
ARTS EXHIBITION

17 JANUARY -
7 MARCH 2018

ARAD FORT

In its 44th edition, the Bahrain Annual Fine Arts
Exhibition celebrates the creativity and ingenuity
of the artists in the Kingdom of Bahrain in a
glorious artistic space under the patronage of
HRH Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the
Prime Minister of Bahrain.
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Every year, the art community gathers to present
their finest work, uninhibited by a subject or theme.
The result is a colourful display of styles, techniques,
through different mediums of expression.

SCULPTURE SYMPOSIUM
ADAM HENEIN

17 JANUARY 2018
ARAD FORT

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
HRH PRINCESS SABIKA BINT
IBRAHIM AL KHALIFA

AL FANN, ART FROM THE
ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION
FROM THE AL-SABAH
COLLECTION, KUWAIT

18 JANUARY - 30 JUNE 2018
BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM

The exhibition introduces the public to the great

and multifaceted nature of Islamic culture through

the spectacular al-Sabah collection of Islamic Art.
Broadly divided into two parts, the display illustrates

3 chronological progression broken into four stages
(from the very beginnings of the Islamic period up to
and including the three great empires of the sixteenth
century) and tackles themes that run transversely
through Islamic art; mainly, calligraphy, geometric
decoration, arabesque and figurative art and Jewellery.
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EXHIBITIONS

BETWEEN MUHARRAQ_
AND SEVILLE
A BOLZA - BUSSAD DIALOGUE
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THE WANDERERS
ARTIST ALI HUSSAIN MIRZA

20 JANUARY -
20 MARCH 2018

BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM

Exploring the beauty of Arabic calligraphy

and the mystery of the Arabic language, the
collaboration between Bahraini artist Ebrahim
Bussad and Orientalist artist based in Spain
Elisabeth Bolza creates an artistic dialogue that
connects East and West through a series of
collage works about the city of Muharraq.

7 - 28 FEBRUARY 2018
THE ART CENTRE

In Wanderers, artist Ali Hussain Mirza touches on
the state of searching which mankind struggles
with, whether within himself or his environment,
and the convictions that are made and that change
between the search process and lived experiences.

THE ROAD TO PALESTINE...
NOT SO CLOSE, NOT SO FAR

7 - 31 MARCH 2018
THE ART CENTRE

The exhibition sheds light on Jerusalem - the
permanent Capital of Islamic Culture - and
features works of iconic cartoonist Naji AlAli.
The works of the late Palestinian artist will

be on display for the first time in Bahrain
presenting topics of the occupation of Palestine
and Jerusalem in a series of cartoons that AlAli
produced since his early career and until his
assassination in 1987.
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EXHIBITIONS

SCENAMADRE

27 MARCH -
27 MAY 2018

BAHRAIN NATIONAL THEATRE

In celebration of the World Theatre Day, the
Bahrain National Theatre hosts SCENAMADRE

, an exhibition curated by the Accademia
Albertina Di Belle Arte in Torino, Italy. The
display features a collection of models that
illustrate the history of theatre set design and
highlights the story of scenic architecture in the

world of theatre, scenography and stage design.

MUSIC AND MIRRORS
ARTIST JAMAL ABDULRAHIM

4 - 30 APRIL 20138
THE ART CENTRE

Bahraini Artist, Jamal Abdulrahim, has been
presenting abstract and experimental art
throughout his 30 years of works. Such works
were representations of his continuous studies

and research of lines, colours and compositions.

In this upcoming solo exhibition, Music and
Mirrors, Jamal Abdulrahim revisits the Realism
school of art and presents his newly developed
approach to this classic school.
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100 FACES FROM MUHARRAQ_
ARTIST EBRAHIM KHALIFA

29 APRIL -
12 MAY 2018

ARAD FORT

On the occasion of *Muharraq: Capital of Islamic
Culture 2018, the exhibition takes a walk down
memory lane to celebrate Muharraq and its
people. Muharraqi artist Ebrahim Khalifa presents
100 portraits of figures who influenced and
shaped the city of Muharraq. The works will be
displayed at during the Annual Heritage Festival.

SOLO EXHIBITION

ARTIST, THE SECOND PRIZE
WINNER OF THE ANNUAL FINE
ARTS EXHIBITION

4 - 30 SEPTEMBER 2018
THE ART CENTRE

As part of its continuous efforts to support and
promote local artists, the Bahrain Authority for
Culture and Antiquity provides varied platforms
to showcase local art. Every year, the winner of
the second prize at the Bahrain Annual Fine Arts
Exhibition is given a space at the Art Centre to
feature his/her artworks.
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EXHIBITIONS

A HISTORY OF SAUDI ARABIA
IN TEXTILE

SEPTEMBER — DECEMBER 2018
BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM

The exhibition draws on the private collection of
HRH Proncess Basma bint Majid bin AbdulAziz
AlSaud, a distinquished original and antique
clothing and textiles collection. The exhibition
illustrates the fascinating and little known story
of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s history and its
rich varied clothing culture. It highlights the native
origins of Saudi textile and its foreign influences.
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INSTALLATIONS

GROUP SHOW COINCIDING
WITH THE BAHRAIN
INTERNATIONAL

MUSIC FESTIVAL

7 - 31 OCTOBER 2018
THE ART CENTRE

Coinciding with the Bahrain International Music
Festival, @ group of young Bahraini artists from
different backgrounds get together yearly to
produce contemporary art installations inspired
by concepts driven from music and sound.
These installations reflect social norms and
attitudes often overseen in daily lives, showing
the similarities between music making as an
organized institution and local communities as a
social institution. This exhibition was initiated in
2015 as an experiment and its success has made
it part of the annual programme.
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PROJECTS

THE CULTURAL FLEET

The sea used to bring so many things; dreams
of people getting aboard boats, singing songs on
their decks by day and dreaming the night away
in their hulls. A cycle of arrivals and departures
by sea that shaped life in Muharraq.

The Bahrain National Museum honors these ancient
stories in the form of ships that survived the test of
time! A convoy of old ships led by a 1924 jollyboat
heads out to sea, recreating that recurrent scene

of bygone years that played out by the seaside, of
pearl divers and merchants, and people waiting
anxiously at the shore waiting for their loved ones
to return or bidding them farewell as they slowly
vanish into the horizon.

ARCHAEOLOGIES OF GREEN

MARCH
MUHARRAQ_

The pavilion of the Kingdom of Bahrain at the
Expo Milano 2015 will be transported to Bahrain
to be permanently displayed in Muharraq. The
exhibition is a poetic interpretation of the
cultural agrarian heritage of the country, which
stems from the ancient civilization of Dilmun.
With ten distinctive fruit gardens, the pavilion
also features archaeological artefacts that
perpetuate the many myths of Bahrain as the
location of the Garden of Eden.
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CULTURAL TOURISM PASSPORT
MUHARRAQ_CAPITAL OF
ISLAMIC CULTURE 2018

27 SEPTEMBER -
16 DECEMBER 2018

The Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities celebrates the legacy of the ancient
city of Muharraq through a special cultural
tourism passport that reflects the cultural and
historical richness of the city. The cultural
tourism passport is a veritable guide that takes
you on a journey to the depths of the city’s
glorious history both ancient and recent with

its masonry, monuments and sites that bear
witness to the diversity of Muharraq’s culture.
The guide includes 18 cultural stations that earn
their visitors a stamp on the page dedicated to
that site. So go ahead and walk the paths of
Muharraq, admire its buildings, taste its cuisine,
soak in its atmosphere. Take the time to stop at
its history and take home its stories to your own
children so that they too may discover how far
back in time our land stretches.
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PROJECTS

PEARLING, TESTIMONY OF AN
ISLAND ECONOMY

“Pearling; Testimony of an Island Economy”, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, consists of three
oyster beds located in the northern territorial
waters of Bahrain, a seashore and a fortress
on the southern tip of Muharraq Island and
seventeen buildings in the heart of the city of
Muharraq linked by a 2 miles long trail. The
listed buildings include residences of wealthy
merchants, shops, storehouses and a mosque.
They are the last remaining physical evidence
that best represents the cultural tradition of
pearling and the wealth it generated at a time
when the trade dominated the Gulf economy
(from the 2nd century BC until it was severely
weakened in the 1930s by the world financial
crisis and the rising popularity of cultured
pearls). It also constitutes an outstanding
example of traditional utilization of the sea’s
resources and human interaction with the
environment, which shaped both the economy

and the cultural identity of the island’s society.
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ABOUT THE MAIN VISITOR AND
EXPERIENCE CENTRE OF THE
PEARLING PATH:

The main Visitor and Experience Centre of the
Pearling Path will be built in the heart of Muharraq
amid the historic ‘amarat of the traditional market.
Designed by Valerio Olgiati architects, the project
entitled Pearling Site incorporates the ruins of
‘amarat Yousif Ali Fakhro, a historic ‘amarat
structure built in the 1930s that had fallen into
decay due to the lack of use since the 1960s, as
well as the ‘Amarat Al Doy and its later extension.

The centre addresses a wide audience and will
act as @ community centre, including an exhibition
space, children and workshop spaces, as well

as the pearling heritage archive and library and
conference facilities.

The building is conceived as a uniting roof
structure that houses the visitor’s centre as well

3s providing protection to the ruins and a shaded
space of gathering for the visitors and the local
community at the scale of the city. The climate
under the roof is improved by reintroducing to the
city a series of 15 wind towers. A forest of thin
columns holds the roof, the height of the roof and
the grid of the columns are of a different logic to
the archeological ruins, enabling the visitors to
easily distinguish between the two systems, that of
the ruins and that of the project. The structure will
provide a visible and iconic entrance to the Pearling
Path and will link Avenue 10 to Tujjar Avenue and
the historic suq of Muharraq.
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PROJECTS

AL HEDAYA AL-KHALIFIA
SCHOOL
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EXQUISITE COPY OF THE
HOLY QURAN

Founded in 1919 in northern Muharraq, Al-
Hedaya Al-Khalifia School is Bahrain’s very

first formal school. The school is an important
milestone in the history of modern education in
the country. Currently, the Bahrain Authority for
Culture and Antiquities, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education, is renovating the building
and preparing it to become a museum that will
showcase the history of education in Bahrain.

The courtyard of the school will house an
exceptional historical recreation of 100 years

of architecture in the Arab world. Spanning the
years 1914 to 2014, the exhibition was part of
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s pavilion at the 14th
International Architecture Exhibition in Venice.
The space is a comprehensive review of the Arab
world - from its Gulf to its ocean - through an
architectural lens which amplifies the relationship
between these countries and the European
colonies in the region. It also tracks the subsequent
urbanization of these colonies which assimilated
civilizations and pressing urgency imposed by
political upheavals and economic flows and
formation of urban societies.

The 18 projects planned by the Bahrain
Authority for Culture and Antiquities as part of
its celebration of Muharraq as the 2018 Capital
of Islamic Culture include the launch of an
exquisite copy of the Holy Quran. Handwritten
by Bahraini calligrapher Salman Akbar, the copy
was meticulously crafted to capture the delicate
and beautiful aesthetics of Islamic decorations
and calligraphy.
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TALK SERIES & WORKSHOPS

BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM
TALK SERIES

6:30 PM

BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM
LECTURE HALL

On the last Wednesday of each month, the
Bahrain National Museum hosts a distinquished
speaker to share his/her valuable experience
with the audiences.

DR GIOVANNI CURATOLA

Professor of Archaeology and History of Islamic
Art in the University of Udine, Italy

28 FEBRUARY 2018

DR SABIHA ALKHEMIR

Islamic scholar and Senior Consultant Dallas Art
Museum, USA

28 MARCH 2018

DR DIONISIUS AGIUS

Emeritus Al-Qasimi Professor of Arabic Studies
and Islamic Material Culture at the University of
Exeter, UK

31 OCTOBER 2018

DR KHALID AZZAM

Director of the Prince’s School of Traditional Arts
in London, UK.

DATE (TBC)

For more information please visit our website:
www.culture.gov.bh

FOOD IS CULTURE TALK SERIES

In the following weeks of Food is Culture,
several films will be screened and talks will take
place by various personalities in Bahrain, from
chefs, to philosophers, and experts in various
fields presenting the multiple ways in which
Food, Art, and Culture are intertwined.

For further updates please check our events
page at www.culture.gov.bh or follow us on
facebook and instagram at @culturebah.

QAL'AT AL-BAHRAIN SITE
MUSEUM TALK SERIES

As part of its annual diversified cultural program,
Qal’at al-Bahrain site museum organises talks
throughout the year by speakers specialised in
the fields of history and archaeology.

For more information please visit our website:
www.culture.qov.bh
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TALK SERIES & WORKSHOPS

QALAT AL BAHRAIN SITE
MUSEUM CULTURAL EVENTS

For details on our events and workshops please
check our website: www.culture.gov.bh

BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM
CULTURAL EVENTS

For details on our events and workshops please
check our website: www.culture.gov.bh

ATELIER DE SEVRES
SUMMER ART SCHOOL

7 JULY -
28 AUGUST 2018

THE ART CENTRE

Upon the successful first edition of the Atelier
De Sevres - Summer Art School at the Art
Centre last year, the workshop returns in 2018
and is aimed at artists of the GCC region already
engaged in an artistic practice, and willing to
develop their production while meeting the
contemporary international context. The Summer
Art School addresses cultural, technical, artistic
and creative development, and concludes with
an exhibition at the Art Centre.

AL-KHALIFIYAH LIBRARY
CREATIVITY PROGRAM

IN COLLABORATION WITH
NAJWA BARAKAT PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAM

This project aims at activating Al-Khalifiyah Library
through the establishment of an annual program
of intensive and diverse workshops. The program
will be conducted in collaboration with the Najwa
Barakat Professional Program which was previously
done professional course on novel writing in 2014
and resulted in the publication of 8 novels that
were met with widespread acclaim and success in
the Arab world.

This intensive workshop take place over the
course of 3 to 5 days and target the general
public, including youth, students, library goers,
lovers of literary and theatrical arts and those
interested in exploring more creative and diverse
endeavors through theoretical and practical
approaches. It is hoped the experience will drive
participants to use it as 3 means of expression
or even pursue it academically.

The workshop includes different fields, each of
which will have a dedicated workshop to address
the techniques of writing that particular literary
or artistic genre. At the end, participants will put
that knowledge into practice by drafting their
own texts.
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TALK SERIES & WORKSHOPS

AL-KHALIFIYAH LIBRARY
CREATIVITY PROGRAM IN 2018

Workshop 1 - Writing short stories:

This workshop teaches the principles and
techniques of intensive narrative. Participants will
practically apply their learning by writing their first
short story at the conclusion of the workshop.

Workshop 2 - Writing theatrical scenes:

This workshop teaches a few techniques for
writing for the theater, as well as how to
transform a mundane everyday event - or
anything for that matter - into the base idea of
3 theatrical script. Participants will be required
to write short theatrical scenes at the conclusion
of the workshop.

Workshop 3 - Writing movie scenes:

This workshop teaches a few techniques of writing
for the cinema, as well as how to transform any
material (text, news item, actual event, etc.) into
3 cinematic scenario. Participants will be required
to write cinematic scenes that form the basis

of a short film script or long screenplay at the
conclusion of the workshop.

Workshop 4 - Writing for children:

This workshop teaches a few techniques of writing
for children, or how to engage the imagination

of kids in order to enrich it using a language that
speaks to their concerns and world. Participants
will be required to write a few children’s stories at
the conclusion of the workshop.

Workshop 5 - Literary editing:

This workshop teaches participants about the
functions of the literary editor and introduces
them to the basics of dealing with literary
texts, a function which unfortunately is sorely
lacking in most publishing houses in the Arab
world. Literary editing is not merely checking
the grammar, but using aesthetic techniques to
improve the text and removing all the fluff to
present it in the best way possible.

Workshop 6 - The art of literary borrowing:
The seventh art and other visual arts have
always relied on literary sources as sources
from which they borrow and turn into artworks
that have their own tools of expression. This
workshop studies a few of these techniques

by using examples from from both Western
and Arabic cinema in which the literary text is
compared to the visual text.

The sea used to bring so many things; dreams
of people getting aboard boats, singing songs on
their decks by day and dreaming the night away
in their hulls. A cycle of arrivals and departures
by sea that shaped life in Muharraq.

The Bahrain National Museum honors these ancient
stories in the form of ships that survived the test of
time! A convoy of old ships led by a 1924 jollyboat
heads out to sea, recreating that recurrent scene

of bygone years that played out by the seaside, of
pearl divers and merchants, and people waiting
anxiously at the shore waiting for their loved ones
to return or bidding them farewell as they slowly
vanish into the horizon.
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ANNUAL FESTIVALS

FOOD IS CULTURE III
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TA'A AL SHABAB - 9TH EDITION

22 - 25 JANUARY 2018
BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM

Food is Culture is a creative experimental project
that aims to bridge together the mediums of art
and food. Running in parallel with the Bahrain
Annual Fine Arts Exhibition, this experiment
sheds light on creative processes that take place
when two individuals (from different creative
disciplines) collaborate. Every year five artists
and five chefs get together and work to produce
3 creative product; be it a painting, installation,
video, cake, drink, all or something completely
different. The result of their two months’ work,
which is documented in a short film and a
publication, will be presented during the course
of the week, where they share and display their
collective creations.

1 - 15 FEBRUARY 2018
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

For the 9th consecutive year, the Bahrain
Authority for Culture and Antiquities will host
the "Ta’a Al-Shabab” Festival with direct
support from the President of the Authority

and Tamkeen. The festival will include youth
initiatives that aim to create a youth-driven
cultural movement. Held over the course of the
first half of February 2018 this year’s festival
program seeks to enhance youth-driven cultural
initiatives by training, testing and bringing them
out into the open, while at the same engraining
the sense of cultural responsibility and
awareness amongst this age group. The festival
hosts a number of writers, literary figures,
thinkers, artists and trainers to discuss their
intellectual and literary creations and share their
experiences through open workshops for the
youth. Most of the activities and activities of this
year’s youth festival will be held in the alleyways
and public squares of Muharraq in celebration of
it being named the Capital of Islamic Culture.
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ANNUAL FESTIVALS

SPRING OF CULTURE -
13TH EDITION
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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
MONUMENTS AND SITES

25 FEBRUARY -
30 APRIL 2018

VARIOUS LOCATIONS

The Spring of Culture is an annual festival
organized by the Bahrain Authority for Culture
and Antiquities, the Economic Development
Board, and Shaikh Ebrahim bin Mohammed Al
Khalifa Center for Culture and Research, and
in collaboration with Albareh Art Gallery, Al
Riwaq Art Space, and La Fontaine Centre of
Contemporary Art.

Now in its 13th year, the festival’s kickoff

date coincides with Arab Tourism Day, which
was adopted when Manama was the Capital

of Arab Tourism in 2013 and commemorates
the anniversary of the birth of the famous
Arab traveller Ibn Battuta. Bahrain’s unique
culturally and historically sites form the perfect
backdrop to a vibrant various exciting cultural
events and activities featuring local, regional,
and international talents from song, music,
theatre, to art, and much more. These diverse
events include lectures, workshops, exhibitions,
concerts, and other types of events.

More details on the line-up of cultural events
are available on the festival’s official website
www.springofculture.org

18 APRIL 2018

Every year on 18 April, ICOMOS celebrates the
International Day for Monuments and Sites
whose establishment was approved by UNESCO
in 1983 with the aim of promoting awareness
about the diversity of cultural heritage and
humanity, their vulnerability and the efforts
required for their protection and conservation.

International Day for Monuments and Sites is
celebrated around the world with different types
of activities, including visits to monuments and
heritage sites, conferences, round tables and
newspaper articles.
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ANNUAL FESTIVALS

BAHRAIN HERITAGE FESTIVAL -
26TH EDITION

29 APRIL —
12 MAY 2018

ARAD FORT

Under the Patronage of His Royal Majesty King
Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Annual Bahrain
Heritage Festival brings the island’s unique culture
to the forefront and showcases the variety and
diversity of local heritage. The festival consists of
a variety of workshops, food vendors, craftsmen,
and features traditional music. It also offers a
chance to see some of Bahrain’s finest craftsmen
at work- basket weaving, pottery, handicrafts etc.
Visitors, local and international, are dazzled every
year with exhibits relating to Bahrain’s tradition
and culture and the distinctiveness of Bahrain’s
music and folk-dance. A balanced mixture of
contemporary and traditional products at the souq
which is surrounded by Bahraini cafes and offers
the visitor to experience flavours of the kingdom.
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Bahrain National Museum Image

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY

18 MAY 2018

OPENING OF THE HALL
OF GRAVES

BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM

Launched by ICOM in 1975, International
Museum Day is held every year on 18 May to
promote the role of museums around the world,
creating unique, enjoyable and free activities
around a specific theme that changes every

year and that is at the heart of the international
museum community’s preoccupations. It provides
the opportunity for museum professionals

to meet the public and alert them as to the
challenges that museum face.

In 2018, the Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities celebrates International Museum Day
by a host of events including the opening of the
renovated Hall of Graves. The remodelling of the
permanent exhibition gallery aims to introduce
an innovative exhibition design to improve the
interpretation of the collection and to enhance
visitor engagement and participation.
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ANNUAL FESTIVALS

BAHRAIN SUMMER FESTIVAL -
10TH EDITION

18 JUNE -
18 AUGUST 2018

ARAD FORT

The Bahrain Summer Festival returns with top
regional and international live musical and
theatrical performances, alongside a wide range
of artistic activities and creative workshops.
Now in its 10th edition, the annual two month-
long event organized by the Bahrain Authority
for Culture and Antiquities (BACA) continues

to build on its reputation as one of the most
anticipated events of the year thanks to its
focus on bringing multi-cultural family-friendly
entertainment to the region.

In addition to Nakhool Tent’s diverse slate of
kid-friendly activities- featuring the beloved duo
of Nakhool and Nakhoola, the festival will once
again assemble a superb lineup of renowned
talented artists from a wide range of genres to
perform their incredible acts to audiences from
Bahrain and abroad.
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THE 27TH BAHRAIN
INTERNATIONAL MUSIC
FESTIVAL

18 - 27 OCTOBER 2018

BAHRAIN NATIONAL THEATRE
AND CULTURAL HALL

Since its inception in 1992, the Music Festival
invites world renowned artists to headline its
week-long annual celebration of music. The
Bahrain International Music Festival hosts musical
innovators from around world with various
universal performances ranging from orchestral
compositions to modern pop. This October marks
the 27th anniversary of the renowned festival, a
veritable artistic platform which brings together
innovators from all corners of the globe. The
acclaimed musical acts headlining this year’s
festival represent diverse cultures and genres from
the Arab world and beyond.
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ANNUAL FESTIVALS

BAHRAIN NATIONAL MUSEUM
30TH ANNIVERSARY

15 DECEMBER 2018

For three full decades since its opening on December
15th, 1988 as the first museum in the GCC by the
late Emir, H.H. Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al-Khalifs, the
Bahrain National Museum has catalogued the nation’s
archive: its moments, days, people, civilizations,
history and humanity.

On the occasion of its 30th anniversary, the Bahrain
National Museum celebrates this archive with its

visitors from all over the world, letting the history of
the place speak about the history of the country, the
characteristics of the people and the distant features

preserved in the museum’s human and cultural heritage.

Conceived and designed by Krohn and Hartvig
Rasmussen, the building was one of the finest
museums of its kind in the Gulf region. It is centrally
placed on an artificial peninsula overlooking the
island of Muharraq and is distinguished by its white
travertine facade and dramatic courtyard. Indoors,
the spatial organization and the inventive use of the
light inflow create a great variation in the halls. The
Bahrain National Museum houses a rich collection

of archaeological artefacts covering 6000 years of
Bahrain’s history. Over the past 30 years, the Bahrain
National Museum has played a key role in preserving
Bahrain’s heritage and culture and has served as a

centre for the promotion and development of the arts.

The temporary exhibition halls have hosted a myriad
of international exhibitions, reaching out to the local
and international audiences.
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Bahrain National Day

MANAMA DOES NOT SLEEP

This twelve hour overnight event, held annually
in December, features a wide range of cultural
and artistic events held in the Bahrain National
Museum. Organized in collaboration with the
French Embassy in Bahrain and with support from
Tamkeen, "“Manama Doesn’t Sleep” will include

3 tour of the museum displays, musical and
artistic concerts, launch of this year’s edition of
the book Atyaf by Ta’a Al-Shabab, fun gatherings
of participants all night long, and many other
activities that celebrate the Bahrain National
Museum’s 30th anniversary throughout the night.

NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS

16 - 17 DECEMBER 2018
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Bahrain transforms into a vibrant sea of red and
white in the nationwide patriotic celebrations every
December to mark the country’s National Day.
Many activities take place around Bahrain’s cultural
and historic landmarks which stand as witness to
Bahrain’s unique and deep-rooted heritage.

Check the website www.culture.gov.bh
for details about the events
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ANNUAL FESTIVALS

ARABIC LANGUAGE DAY

18 DECEMBER

ARAB REGIONAL CENTRE FOR
WORLD HERITAGE

It is not unique as far as being a language, but it
shapes the collective identity of different peoples who
practice this language as part of the day-to-day lives,
from its letters and shapes to the harmonic sounds
which alternate within it, imbuing it with a deep
aesthetic complexity that never lost its lustre.

On Arabic Language Day (December 18), officially
adopted by the Executive Board of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the Arab Regional Centre for World
Heritage celebrates this language as a human means
of speech, cultural symbol and basis of identity. This
calendar day was purposefully chosen as it marks day
when the General Assembly of the United Nations
adopted the Arabic language as one the official
languages that can be used in the General Assembly
and its main committees back on December 18, 1973.

The Arabic language has every reason to celebrate
because not only is it the most widespread of Semitic
languages today, but also because its unique richness
continues to inspire and enable various practices to
flourish with all their glory!
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NATIONAL THEATRE PROGRAM

BAHRAIN NATIONAL
THEATRE EVENTS

JANUARY - DECEMBER

Since its opening in 2012, the Bahrain National
Theatre has quickly become a national landmark
of Bahrain. The National Theatre hosts all year
long a variety of world renowned performances
that represent cultures from all over the globe
on its magnificent stage. In 2018, the audience
is set to encounter more breathtaking human
creations that showcase diverse cultural and
artistic productions spanning music, theater,
opera and others.

Since its inauguration, the Bahrain National Theater
has become a national landmark for the country.

For more details, please visit our website:
www.culture.gov.bh



UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
HIS MAJESTY KING HAMAD
BIN ISA AL KHALIFA
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
HRH PRINCESS SABIKA
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AL FANN - ART FROM THE
ISLAMIC CIVILISATION
AL SABAH COLLECTION -
KUWAIT

18 JANUARY
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SAVE THE DATE

QAL'AT AL-BAHRAIN
SITE MUSEUM

10TH ANNIVERSARY
18 FEBRUARY

ARAB TOURISM DAY~
IN MEMORY OF IBN BATTUTA’S
BIRTHDAY

THE EPIC OF GILGAMESH -
A MUSICAL CONCERT BY
ABED AZRIEH

25 FEBRUARY

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY

OPENING OF THE HALL OF
GRAVES

18 MARCH

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
MONUMENTS AND SITES

18 APRIL

WORLD HERITAGE
COMMITTEE MEETING

24 JUNE
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SAVE THE DATE

WORLD TOURISM DAY
27 SEPTEMBER
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
HIS MAJESTY KING HAMAD
BIN ISA AL KHALIFA

OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE
PEARL PATH PROJECT:

A LOOK AT THE ISLAND’S
ECONOMY COMPLETE THE
FIRST PHASE

28 NOVEMBER
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