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Manama hosts Arab thinkers and intellectuals
within the folds of the month of literature

Following in the steps of the first six months of the year-long programme of Manama, the
Capital of Arab Culture 2012, July, the seventh month of the year, brings to the fore more
cultural exchange programmes and opportunities for dialogue in an exclusive series of
tailored events. July, the month of literature, will examine Arab intellectual thought within the
sphere of the Arab cultural scene and bring this engaging discourse alive to the residents and
visitors of Manama this summer. At the same time, July will also be witness to the latter half
of the Bahrain Summer Festival, a month-long calendar of entertainment and educational
activities specially tailored to families in Bahrain and the region. A series of public talks will be
held enabling local audiences to reach and engage with key Arab thinkers who will review
the recent developments on the Arab cultural and intellectual scene. One of the topics
examined will be international and world perceptions of Arab thought and development.
As such, the Capital of Arab Culture will host the Secretary General of the Arab Thought
Foundation, Dr Soliman Abdel Moneim at the end of the first week of July. Here, he will focus
on The Missing Premises in Arab Cultural Development' through an analysis of statistics
and data collated. This is to be followed by a public seminar, organised by the Ministry of
Culture, entitled Issues Surrounding Arab Thought and its Challenges. Lecturers include
Dr Mohammed Jaber Ansari, Dr Hashim Saleh and Dr Zuhaida Darwish. The seminar is
expected to review the cultural example represented by Bahrain as an open and diverse
island nation as well as the personal experiences of participants between the intellectual
scenes of Paris and Damascus in addition to the issues facing women in Arab society today
and the challenges represented by an ever-invading globalisation. The month ends on the
public talk given by Dr Ali Harb who will present his paper, Identity and Truth, at the Bahrain
National Museum. In the meantime, an important and innovative workshop will be held,
under the leadership of the famed Lebanese novelist, Najwa Barakat. Reflecting on her
literary experiences, she will seek to instruct participants in creative writing skills throughout
the 10-day workshop which will take place between 8th and 17th July. Finally, in line with the
mission of the programme of Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012, another important
work is being translated into Arabic for Arabic-language readers this month, Culture in the
Plural by French philosopher, Michel de Certeau. This critical endeavour will be undertaken
by the Algerian researcher, Mohammed Shawqi Al-Zain.
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Ali Harb examines ldentity and Truth in Manama

As part of Dr Ali Harb's participation in the cultural programme for the month of literature, he will present a workshop entitled 'ldentity and Truth' in which he will discuss cultural
identity. Audiences will be encouraged to examine their self-perceptions through the ensuing dialogue which will revolve around his philosophical notions. Organised by the
Ministry of Culture, this talk will take place on Wednesday, 25th July at 8pm in the Bahrain National Museum.

About Dr Ali Harb
A Lebanese writer and researcher who specialises in philosophy, he

is known to be influenced by the critical theory of deconstruction, il gj9all Ghioll Wiy Ug adusoil 59 lays Ula Gl a0l
first developed by the acclaimed French philosopher, Jacques — aiyiyg willly Jé=ll A6j @9 hild amio &y i) o=l wblall gde
Derrida. Some of his notable publications are Discourse of Identity:  "¢ly467l 1y bo :i}gi li4m"g Muaill 165" Ll ailalgo roni o Ldyaoll

an Intellectual Autobiography, Critics of the Text and Mankind: the
Disease of Religion and the Obstacle of Modernity.
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Issues Surrounding Arab Thought and
its Challenges: Trends in Arab thought
examined in a public seminar

The Ministry of Culture has organised another forum for public
discussion in which trends in Arab thought and contemporary
intellectual debate are to be addressed by speakers and participants
alike. Entitled 'lssues Surrounding Arab Thought and its Challenges,
the seminar will take place on 18th July at the Bahrain National
Museum. In accordance with the seminar's mission, three Arab
intellectuals have been invited to speak. From Bahrain, Dr Mohammed
Jaber Ansari, will present a paper about cultural openness — 'Bahrain:
an open port for life and thought.' On the other hand, Dr Hashim
Saleh will review the Arab condition from the standpoint of migrants in
additionto the cultural scenein the Levant. His paper, 'From Damascus
to Paris: the impact of French lights on my composition and intellect,'
represents the self-reflection of an Arab thinker in Western lands. Dr
Zahida Darwiche, the Secretary General of the Lebanese National
Commission for UNESCO, Beirut will also discuss the role of women
in Arab intellectual thought and society within the realms of modern-
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day globalisation.

Dr. Mohammed Jaber Al Ansari

An Arab political thinker and writer, Dr Ansari was born in 1939. He
obtained his PhD in Contemporary Islamic Philosophy from the American
University in addition to a wide range of educational qualifications from
esteemed educational establishments including Cambridge University.
He has also held a number of leading public positions including holding
membership in the State Council in addition to his position as the Cultural
and Scientific Advisor to HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. The author
of a range of articles about regional politics and culture published in
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journals and newspapers, his recognised works include 'Glimpses from o 9=
the Arabian Gulf, 1970' in addition to 'Were they Giants?' and 'Cultural
Exchange between the Maghreb and Mashreq.'
Dr. Hashem Saleh aJla rouilm .

The Syrian thinker and writer, Dr Saleh first came to fame as a result
of his distinguished translations, one of the most significant being the
works of Mohammed Arkoun, which he successfully introduced to Arab
readers. The most prominent of his translations of Arkoun’s work include
books on Islamic Thought such as: Critique and Prophecy — Where
is the contemporary Islamic thinking? — Issues on the Critique of the
Religious Mind — Fundamental Thinking and the Impossibility of founding
a fundament. He has also written several articles on philosophers of
European enlightenment versus fundamentalism which were serialised in
the international Arabic daily, Asharqg Al Awsat newspaper.
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Dr. Zaheeda Darweesh

The professor of French Literature at the Lebanese University in
Tripoli, Lebanon, Dr Darwiche specialises in Arab and French literature
movements and analysis. Currently the Secretary General of the Lebanese
National Commission for UNESCO, Beirut, she established the Lebanese
Society for the Development of a Culture of Dialogue in 2006.
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Dr Soliman Abdel Moneim discusses

"The Missing Premises in Arab Cultural
Development’

This distinguished Arab thinker continues to discuss and review realms
which are otherwise regarded as contentious, and in presenting
his views in the Capital of Arab Culture's focus on literature during
July, Dr Soliman Abdel Moneim, the Secretary General of the Arab
Thought Foundation, encourages his audience to think about cultural
development in the Arab World. The public talk is scheduled to take
place on 7th July at the Bahrain National Museum.

He is expected to review the Arab cultural experience in addition to
variations in the Arab intellectual's thought. Known for his open critical
appraisals of Arab cultural development, Dr Soliman will examine the
challenges and opportunities open to the path of Arab intellect.

About Dr Soliman Abdel Moneim

The Secretary General of the Arab Thought Forum, Dr Soliman
Abdel Moneim obtained his PhD in Social Sciences from Grenoble
University, France. Throughout his long career, he has occupied
a number of illustrious positions ranging from the academic as a
Professor of Law in both the University of Alexandria and Beirut Arab
University to acting as the Executive Director of the Centre for Legal
Studies and Research in Alexandria University and an appointment
as the President of the Legislative Committee of the National Council
for Human Rights in Egypt. An international expert and consultant
to the social development programme of the United Nations, he has
authored over 20 different works in both Arabic and French. Similarly,
his contributions in the international media have been notable and he
has written hundreds of studies and articles in diverse fields including
political thought, culture, human rights, language and identity and
social reform in the Arab world. Amongst his most important creative
works have been a series of short stories entitled, Four Forgotten
Papers and the well-known novel, The First Chapter from Delirium.
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"La Culture au Pluriel"
by French writer, Michel de Certeau, to be translated into Arabic

As part of the diverse cultural lineup for the month of literature, within the innovative year-long programme of
Manama Capital of Arab Culture, Michel de Certeau's important work and thought on culture will be brought
alive to Arabic language readers for the first time. De Certeau's scholarly work combined history, philosophy and
psychoanalysis, impacting theorists' understandings of culture and people. The translation is being conducted
by the well-known researcher, Mohammed Shawaqi Al-Zain. Culture in the Plural, as it is known in English, is a

Michel de Certeaun E
La culture
au pluriel

fundamental contribution to the engaging programme of the Capital of Arab Culture.

Najwa Barakat prepares novelists of the
future in a professional workshop in Manama

The celebrated Lebanese writer and novelist, Najwa Barakat, joins
emerging talents in Bahrain this summer in a specially tailored
workshop, taking place under the auspices of the month of literature,
part of the yearlong commitment to multicultural exchange and
learning to which the Ministry of Culture has applied itself. This
creative workshop, an extension of her longterm literary initiative
— Mohtaraf how to write a novel - for literature, theatre and cinema
— is scheduled to take place between 8th and 17th July in Manama.
Open to all Bahrainis of all ages, particular attention will be paid to
creative writers with literary initiatives for discussion. This important
workshop will seek to liberate creative spirits and develop writing skills
for serious contributions to the Arab cultural and intellectual scenes.
Throughout the intensive 10-day workshop, the most significant
creative writers will be reviewed and selected for a second phased
workshop, which should take place in 2013 during the programme
of Manama, the Capital of Arab Tourism. Interested parties should
write to mohtarafat@hotmail.com before 5th July with a summary (no
longer than 5 pages of A4) of their literary interests and project. Select
work should also be included. Candidates will be chosen to attend
the workshop and take part in a longer creative output in the following
year's complementary programme.

Najwa Barakat

A Lebanese writer and established novelist, she was born in 1966.
After completing a fine arts degree in the Lebanese University,
she migrated to France in 1985. There, she studied at the Cinema
Institute and worked as a freelance journalist for a number of Arabic
newspapers and magazines. Building on her creative talent, she
produced several cultural programmes for Radio France Internationale
as well as the BBC. Similarly, she produced a number of episodes
for the cultural programme, 'Maw'id Fe Al-Mihjar,' for the international
news channel, Al Jazeera. Writing in both Arabic and French, some
of her most famed books are Al-Muhawwel, The Life and Passion of
Hamad and The Bus of Good People — which received the Prize for
the Best Literary Creation of the Year by the Lebanese Cultural Forum
in 1997. Her French novel, La locataire du Pot de fer, was made into a
play and won the first prize at the Amateur Theatre Festival in Amiens,
France. In 2003, she was chosen by the Goethe Institute to represent
Lebanese writers in an international project — MIDAD.
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Youth Culture brought to Life in the

month of Literature al-Zine, a custom-
designed workshop

In line with the Ministry of Culture's emphasis on youth engagement
and the fostering of multi-disciplinary learning opportunities, a four-
session al-Zine workshop will be held in the Bahrain National Museum
between 18th and 28th July.

Led by two brilliant young artists, Anna Leanda Thackray and Leon
D, the workshop allows students to examine the art of publishing in ‘
order to bring their creative output to a wider audience than previously _ " >

possible. Students will be enabled to develop their singular Zines and My name 1s A 1111F31l ey "
will be encouraged to sell them in select outlets across the island. o e it T dvai "’lq
They will also publish their work online in order to reach the widest | .quies 111ustrations o
audience envisaged. cartoons and paint

paintings!
Leon D is a Bahraini self-taught artist who experiments with pop and E &

surreal art. Anna Leanda Thackray has a degree in Fine Art from
Southampton University and moved to Bahrain in 2008. Together they
will bring the class alive for young adults who are interested in making
their own paper publications and sharing their thoughts with readers.
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MANAMA CAPITAL OF ARAB CULTURE
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. / Bahrainrain Summer Festival brings joy to
S EVIW Y Manama during July

M.Jﬂama

City of Joy

The annual Bahrain Summer Festival, launched on 14th June at the
Bahrain International Exhibition and Convention Centre (BIECC)
in Sanabis under the theme “Manama, City of Joy” continues its
programme in full swing until 15th July, alongside the activities of the
month of literature — part of the innovative year-long programme of
Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012.

Offering a wide variety of exciting shows and fun family activities by
international artists for both young and old, the Bahrain Summer
Festival attracts large crowds from Bahrain and abroad each year.
This year the line-up of spectacular shows includes a plethora of
educational and artistic events such as Slava’s SNOWSHOW created
and staged by Slava Polunin; the Wooden Circus by Karromato;
renowned Turkish musician, Omar Faruk Tekbilek; Saudi rapper Qusai
aka Don Legend the Kamelion in collaboration with DJ Outlaw and
Flipperachi; a concert by the young local talent, Hala Alturk whose
talent first acquired regional recognition through her fascinating
performance on ‘Arabs Got Talent,” and performances of the West
End family favourite musical, The Sound of Music.

The festival is represented by its mascot “Nakhool”, a character
symbolizing Bahrain’s ancient history in addition to the importance of
the environment in local tradition. “Nakhool” will be hosting a city that
features a variety of cultural, entertainment, and educational activities
every day for the duration of the festival.
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Bahrain International Exhibition Center Ends on 15th July Bahrain Summer Festival
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Bahrain National Museum 7th July (7pm) ‘The Missing Premises in Arab Cultural Development'
Talk by Dr Soliman Abdel Moneim
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Bahrain National Museum 8th to 17th July Creative writing workshop led by famed novelist, Najwa Barakat
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Bahrain National Museum 18th July (4:30 - 6:30pm) al-Zine workshop
21st July (9 - 10:30pm)
25th July (9 - 10:30pm)
28th July (9 - 10:30pm)
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Bahrain National Museum 18th July (7pm) Seminar entitled ‘Issues Surrounding Arab Thought and its Challenges’
Dr. Mohammed Jaber Al Ansari - Dr. Hachem Saleh - Dr. Zaheeda Darweesh
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Bahrain National Museum 25th July (9pm) ‘Identity and Truth” by Dr Ali Harb




