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Traditional Knowledge in the
Management of Natural Heritage:
Regional forum brings the Arab world
and international organisations together

Between 2nd and 3rd October, as part of the agenda of the month
of environment within the programme for Manama, Capital of Arab
Culture 2012, the Ministry of Culture will be hosting a regional forum
at the Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage, ARC-WH. ‘Traditional
Knowledge in the Management of Natural Heritage’ will reflect on the
protection and management of natural reserves and protected sites
by examining traditional knowledge, or past practices which form a
clear linkage between culture and the environment.

Participating organisations include UNESCO and the International
Union for Conservation of Nature, IUCN, amongst other leading
international entities. Successful examples of nature conservation
which have respected traditional knowledge in offering solutions
for the preservation of protected sites will be examined and the
importance of cultural practice upheld. The forum will also study the
development of a dedicated environment network for the exchange of
information and experiences. It is hoped that new partnerships will be
formed and relationships between institutions taking part in the forum.

A number of agreed recommmendations should be publicized at the
close of the forum in the hope that a conclusive consensus ensures that
nature reserves across the Arab world will be protected more carefully.

Attendance of the forum will require registration and any further
information regarding the programme and participation can be
obtained by emailing: oct2012@moc.gov.bh
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Technical advancement presented

by Abumoghli in his lecture
“Sustainable development innovation
for transformational change"

Coinciding with the Arab Day of Environment, and the fortieth
anniversary of the United National Environment Program (UNEP),
Manama celebrates its environment month, by hosting Dr. lyad
Abumoghli, the Regional Director of UNEP, in a public lecture to
be held on Oct. 14th, 2012 19:00, titled “Sustainable development
innovation for transformational change”.

Abumoghli will discuss technological advancement in the past years
that has leaped tremendously beyond the pace of conventional
approaches to deal with challenges of integrating the environment
as an important pillar of sustainable development, ensuring equitable
and inclusive economic and social development without reaching the
tipping points of the Earth’s capacity. The potential of youth and civil
society utilizing technology has the sky as a limit. Innovation cutting
across all priority environmental challenges and opportunities will
provide hope for a better future.
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© UNESCO

In coordination with UNESCO, GCC
States and Yemen meet to discuss
underwater cultural heritage

In cooperation with UNESCO, the Ministry of Culture is organizing a sub-
regional meeting for Gulf States and Yemen to discuss the protection
of underwater cultural heritage in the region, in an attempt to safeguard
the rich maritime heritage present in these states. The meeting is held
on the 16th and 17th October 2012 at the Kempinski hotel.

For centuries Arab States have ruled the waves. Throughout the 7th
-13th centuries they maintained a wide trade network across Asia,
Africa and Europe, which made them the world's leading extensive
economic power. Islamic geography and navigational sciences were
much higher developed than that used for instance in Europe at that
time. Arab sailors were able to sail across oceans rather than skirt along
the coast. While these travels brought richness to the countries that
send the ships, it did also sometimes end in shipwreck. Boats did also
sink during the numerous naval battles fought in the Gulf. The remains
of these Arab shipwrecks, as well as the wrecks of foreign ships are
supposed to be still preserved on the seabed.

Participants in the meeting will deliberate on means of protecting
underwater cultural heritage, in addition to reviewing current legislations
and regulations that must be adhered to, to prevent any violations
that might occur within the spaces and areas of cultural significance,
in addition to establishing a unified outlook in relation to underwater
cultural heritage. Delegates will also discuss the possible ratification
of the UNESCO 2001 Convention on the Protection of Underwater
Cultural Heritage by GCC States and Yemen, and ways in which
international agencies can assist national authorities in implementing
this convention.

This meeting coincides with the World Maritime Day, and is funded by
the General Organization for Sea Ports and UNESCO.

Totake part in this meeting, please register by emailing us on oct2012@
moc.gov.bh
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Ministry of Culture examines
Tourism and Climate Change

In another notable speaking engagement and discussion, the Ministry
of Culture hosted Professor Zorosta Yourofsky from the World Tourism
Organisation to examine the impact of the hospitality and tourism
sectors on climate change. Her talk entitled "Tourism and Climate
Change" was held in the Bahrain National Museum within the Ministry’s
programme for World Tourism Day and on the same day that Manama,
Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 was launched in Bab al-Bahrain.

Reflecting on environmental challenges in relation to tourism and
hospitality, Prof Yourofsky offered a number of solutions for the sectors
to continue to grow in an environment-conscious and friendly manner.

Throughout the 90 minute session, important case studies were
presented which allowed the audience to scrutinize economic
development manners further. Prof Yourofsky encouraged attendees
to modify their outlook in always maintaining an environmental interest
in order to find innovative solutions which cater to both financial needs
and ecological conservation. She explained the significant impact
of the hospitality sector on the environment and climate change,
thereby emphasizing the importance of developing integrated growth
strategies for world tourism in line with ecological requirements.
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"GCC conference on Sport and
Environment" looking for establishing
new grounds for exchange of practical
and scientific collaboration

Since the Supreme Council of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
sixth summit in Muscat, Oman in 1985 adopted policies and general
principles for the protection of the environment, Bahrain continued its
efforts, on a regional and a global scale, in hosting conferences that
provide standards and mechanisms that are in line with the approach
of protecting the environment as a major element of ensuring
sustainability in the Gulf Cooperation Council.

The conference is supported by the Human and Environmental Affairs
Sector at the Secretariat of the GCC, and is organized by the Bahrain
Olympic Committee and the Public Commission for the Protection
of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife. The conference
aims at building on current relations between GCC States through
establishing new grounds for exchange of practical and scientific
collaboration amongst national sports federations, and promotes
interaction between specialists in the fields of environment and sport
to engage in upgrading national sports achievements to higher levels.

This conference is being held from 21st to 23rd October at the Ritz
Carlton Hotel, with delegates from various fields belonging to both
private and public institutions. Papers presented in the conference
include experiences associated with both areas of sports and
environment such as planning and organizing events, and the role
of the private sector and the academic curriculum in including
environmental concepts within activities and sports facilities, in order
to provide a suitable environment for the establishment of sports
friendly environments.

Totake partinthis event, please register by contacting us on oct2012@
moc.gov.bh
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MANAMA CAPITAL OF ARAB CULTURE

Publication on World Heritage and climate
change to be translated into Arabic

As parts of the publications being translated to commemorate the
themes of the Manama Capital of Culture, the environment month
features the translation of the book “Case Studies on Climate Change
and World Heritage”, which includes studies and research done to
understand the impacts of climate change on cultural and natural
sites worldwide.

The book was published by UNESCO in 2007, with three reprints, and
had been translated to French and Spanish. Featured in this book are
twenty six case studies on World Heritage sites and their vulnerability
to climate change and adaptation measures recommended. This is
a valuable publication for specialists in the field of cultural heritage,
natural resources and climate change.
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Towards a Green Bahrain:
A Study of an Ecological Path

With October being the Month of Environment, the Bahrain National
Museum will launch the important historical and analytical work,
"Towards a Green Bahrain". Developed by environmentalists,
researchers and field experts for environmental and ecological
study, the book, a fundamental encyclopedia on the subjects of
environment and ecology, will be launched on 24th October.

Including a range of critical environmental classifications in addition
to research results relating to the natural environment, green spaces,
sea life and topography, "Towards a Green Bahrain" will discuss the
country’s natural resources within its ecological framework. Similarly,
a wide range of professional photography taken to record the natural
surrounding and the country’s animal and plant lives are showcased.
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Culture invests in Bahrain's natural
environment .. Minister of Culture
reviews the establishment of a Tourist
Centre at the Tree of Life

In line with the Minister of Culture, HE Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed
Al Khalifa’s commitment to the cultural infrastructure of Bahrain and
the revitalisation of the country’s heritage, HE has been reviewing
the development of a Tourist Centre at Bahrain’s landmark natural
wonder, the Tree of Life, with Dr Marwan Basmaji, Director at Basmaji
and Bielinska Architects. Plans are underway to establish the centre,
which will shed light on the importance of the Tree of Life and its
changing surroundings.

Underpinning the establishment of the Tourist Centre has been the
mission to raise awareness of Bahrain’s natural environment and
ecology and the importance of conservation and preservation of its
habitat. Visitors will be encouraged to reflect on Bahrain’s ecology
and the changes forced upon it in contemporary times as well as
appreciating the significance of Tree of Life throughout history and
related cultural practices.

Similarly, Dr Basmaiji has been outspoken in his support of the project
and in presenting the importance of preserving the local habitat and
environment. His team of architects have been studying the subject
for over two years and have submitted a number of studies and
proposals in that time. Today, project development is underway with
the cooperation of Khonji Associates and the teams are examining
the best possible solutions to maintain the natural surroundings and
provide a holistic result which integrates the country’s ecology with
the building’s uses.

This project is generously supported by the Bahrain Petroleum
Company, BAPCO, whose belief in the importance of cultural
investment to Bahrain's society aligns it with this project.
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MANAMA CAPITAL OF ARAB CULTURE

Perfume workshop,
in its second session

This workshop, in its second session, will show how perfumery was
borninthe Middle East, then inspired western countries, tofinally come
back and survive in the Byzantin Empire at the time perfumery was
not a priority. In the meantime, perfumery evolved through extraction
improvements and scientific discoveries to come back stronger, and
again inspired western countries.

The workshop will investigate how the Middle East played a crucial
role in trade and was coveted by many for its perfumery resources.
We will cover a period of history going from the Egyptian Empire (3150
BC) to the Muslim Empire's fall (1099 AD). Sessions of the workshop
will inspire participants to formulate their own perfume oil, which will
be a combination of selected ingredients cooked in order to extract
the perfumed molecules which in turn is used as a fragrance.

To take part in this workshop, please register by emailing us on
perfume@moc.gov.bh
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The application of ecosystem based
management to preserve the oyster beds: A
dedicated workshop for strategy development

In an examination of the relationship between Bahrain’s oyster
beds and the ecosystem, on 7th and 8th November the Arab
Regional Centre for World Heritage, ARC-WH, will be hosting a
workshop designed to highlight the importance of the regional
ecosystem and the importance of the preservation of its oyster
beds. The workshop brings together the Ministry of Culture and
the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources,
Environment and Wildlife in Bahrain, in coordination with the
United Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for
West Asia, UNEP-ROWA.

This is the first such workshop which combines strategy
development and application for the preservation of Bahrain’s
oyster beds and pearling heritage. It is hoped that relevant
solutions will be presented by the close of the sessions and that
a comprehensive vision and coordinated strategy are developed
for the conservation and management of the sources of local
marine life. Similarly, the workshop aims to present appropriate
methods for the local community’s usage of its marine resources
which is in line with the conservation of the ecosystem.

Workshop participationis varied and diverse with representatives
of a number of international and environmental organisations
taking part alongside Bahrain residents and ecological
experts. It is important to note that the workshop and strategy
development for the local ecosystem are beneficial to both the
local community and economy by including long term economic
benefits and preserving Bahrain’s unique heritage and culture.

Enquiries and registration applications should be sent via email:
oct2012@moc.gov.bh
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Schedule of Events
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1
Ministry of Culture Arab Regional Center for World Heritage 2nd - 3rd October Regional Forum “Traditional Knowledge in Managing Natural Heritage”*
agleill )ljg bl Gyl @aio gl 1= gle — P *jgholl Joc diyg
Ministry of Culture Bahrain National Museum 13th-14th and 21st-22nd Oct. *Perfume workshop
B {@%Q.Lﬂoﬂ)ig - ingll upadl @ai ZLU.LDﬁS_.JLLl.L”*}_.Jg_Iﬁ‘”E @J}&llubg.ll@gulwo.ﬂmw,ll Ulg.LQ__J@LQog._Jl.\L_;!.ALm._A_.QL_gé)_bLlD
dipllsaniol E ? . . . ecture delivered by Dr. lya umoghli entitle
° otl @oliy Béhram National Museum 14th October — 19:00 L del d by Dr. lyad Ab hii et/
Ministry of Culture / UNEP ' “Sustainable development in the Arab Region”
. . * : PRI P . 4l il
aalaill ljg : foadl Gaid JEATTN OI-J;.O‘JL,J)‘Q-OQO-”\_JU:_L“Q,JIOQ @ dloil Jgo @L*l_xllqs;_d kﬂj\.o.g:JﬂKﬂéLon_Jﬂ
Ministry of Culture el il 16th - 17th October Sub-Regional Meeting for the Gulf on the Convention on the Protection

of the Underwater Cultural Heritage *

ayal sgpil 4ylonl dololl diynl

/ &uigpnil g olgll ainlll

ayynall slnallg duallg

Bahrain Olympic Committee /

PCPMREW

EETEY RN
Ritz Carlton Hotel

Jagial re -l
22nd — 23rd October

izl LAl soio

“Sports and Environment” Conference*

Bahrain National Museum

[FEY)] RV
TBC

2l asylul - ygiairey
23rd October — 19:00

"l s Gung gad Llis o
Book Launch: “Towards a Green Bahrain”

MIrQCLe PUBLISHING

DESIGNED & PRODUCED BY

/ aalsil ¢)ljg
aiyul) 6a70)l ool qolipy
Ministry of Culture / UNEP

ol alpl) gyl Goalall 4,0l
Arab Regional Center for World Heritage

JHodgi A -V
7th — 8th November

818l lal2o e laal) sl plisill ani Gaal Ulgies Jos iy
“Ecosystem management for oyster beds” workshop*

oct2012@moc.gov.bh Il guguiadll ayull gde Jualgidl JUa (o @il 0 im jgAn) B30 Juawil uay *

* Registration to attend this event is required, please contact us on oct2012@moc.gov.bh
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