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His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
officially inaugurates "Manama... Capital of Arab Culture”

Selecting Manama as the Arab Capital of Culture City of 2012 is the first step to making successive cultural
achievements during the whole year. There will be 12 thematic concepts, one for each month and will include in
each a mix of exhibitions, architectural projects, competitions, workshops and even theatre events. In addition
there will be the translation of an international book into Arabic- one book for each month in accordance with
each monthly theme. There will also be a series of lectures, conferences and the appearance of some of the
most important intellectual personalities. The official inauguration of “Manama... Capital of Arab Culture 2012”
will open on February 2, 2012, under the patronage of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and with the
participation of Arab Culture Ministers. Other important international cultural and diplomatic personalities may
be present as well. The official inauguration will take place along the sea in front of the Bahrain National Museum,
with a contemporary art show entitled "The Pearl Road" that will reflect the national heritage and aspects of the
Kingdom. The show will be opened to the public on February 3.
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Conservation of Shaikh Salman House

February will mark the re-opening of Shaikh Salman’s historic home after extensive
Conservation of the original home built by Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, who
ruled Bahrain from 1794-1825. Located in Muharraq, the grand home includes 27
rooms and four courtyards that provide a glimpse into the life of the ruling family during
the 19th and early 20th Centuries. Part of the Ministry of Culture’s continued efforts to
preserve Bahrain’s architectural heritage, the meticulous restoration brought to light
the house’s original decorative and architectural features, once covered by layers of
cement plaster.

In addition to showcasing the home’s history, three rooms on its ground floor will house
exhibitions on the life of Shaikh Salman and the ruling family.
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. . . Suq Al Qaisariya Conservation

Two handred years ago dhows emptied their cargo at the entrance to Muharraq’s historic Suqg Al
Qaisariya. One of the few to have survived in the Arabian Gulf region, this bustling traditional sug has
been brought back to life through careful conservation.

The traditional markets of Sug Al Qaisariya have long played an important role in the urban fabric
of Muharrag and Bahrain’s pearling industry. Divided into sections dedicated to spices, incense,
local sweets and household items, the market’s original shops have been restored along with their
distinctive architectural features, including wooden beams and palm-thatched ceilings.

The restoration project aims to boost Al Qaisariya's role in the marketing of traditional goods and
handicrafts as well as promoting tourism on the island. A documentary film on the Sug’s history will
be shown in a traditional café to be built as part of the project.



Pavilion [ Installation at
Bab Al Bahrain

In conjunction with the open ideas competition, a temporary pavilion will
be installed at the Bab Al Bahrain square. Furnished with locally designed
and manufactured pieces, the Pavilion will host a series of events related
to the Month of Architecture.

In addition to lectures, movie screenings and design workshops, the
space will be the venue for an exhibition displaying the final entries of the
competition. It will also serve as an open forum for debate, addressing the
role of public spaces in the Arab World and Bahrain in particular.

The exhibition will be installed from the 16th of February to the 1st of
March 2012.
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BAB Competition Jury

Shaikha Mai Al Khalifa

Bahrain’s Minister of Culture is a historian and researcher who has
published several books on the Kingdom'’s history. In 2002, she founded
the Sheikh Ebrahim Bin Mohammed Al Khalifa Center for Culture and
Research, an NGO dedicated to the preservation and revitalization of
Muharrag’s historic neighborhoods.

Joseph Grima

The Milan-based architect and editor in chief of Domus magazine, Grima
is the former director of Storefront for Art and Architecture, a nonprofit
exhibition and events space in New York City.

Bernard Khoury

Since establishing his practice in 1993, Khoury has become

Beirut’s most internationally recognized architect in part because
his context driven work question deeply conflicting attitudes

towards the re-construction of Beirut.
Ahmed Al Ali
A graduate of the American University of Sharjah, the U.A.E.-
based architect and entrepreneur established his design
firm, X Architects, in 2003. He has won a number of

prestigious awards.

Bjarne Mastenbroek

The founder and principal of Search, an innovative
architecture and urban design firm based in Amsterdam,
the Netherlands. He is currently working on two projects
in Bahrain: the Al Khalifiya Library in Muharrag, and a small
factory dedicated to traditional weaving in the village of
Bani Jamrah.

Ma’amoon Al-Moayyed

The founder/director of Architecture 360 Design Studio,
Al-Moayyed holds degrees in architecture, urban design
and city planning.
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Ideas Competition for the
Bab Al Bahrain Square

Builtinthe 1920s, the Bab Al Bahrain is a national (architectural) symbol
and gateway to Manama'’s historic suq - which has long served as the
island’s economic, social and cultural hub. Today, its square is one of
the few remaining public spaces in Bahrain. The competition seeks to
open the debate on the role of public spaces in the Arab World. Thus,
local and international architects, urban planners and landscape
architects were invited to propose innovative ideas to revitalize Bab Al
Bahrain’s square. Proposals will be evaluated by an international jury
and all entries will be exhibited in-situ at Bab Al Bahrain. Members of
the public will be invited to select their preferred submission, with the
finalist receiving a People’s Choice Award.

For more information go to:
www.moc.gov.bh/en/babcompetition



Rem Koolhaas,
Guest Speaker

In 2008, the Pritzker-prize winning Dutch architect was named one of
the “world’s most influential people,” by Time magazine. An architectural
theorist, urbanist, and professor at the Graduate School of Design at
Harvard University, Koolhaas has published a number of influential studies
on architecture.

In 2007 he published Al-Manakh. An authoritative resource for
understanding the scope of urban development in the Arabian Gulf
region, it offered a detailed analysis of cities including Abu Dhabi, Doha,
Dubai and Kuwait City. In 2009 Koolhaas published Al Manakh: Gulf
Continued, reexamining the Gulf cities amidst a changing economic
landscape. This latest edition explores the geopolitical, technological,
environmental and financial aspects of the region’s ongoing urban
transformation. Koolhaas is the founding partner of OMA, (The Office
for Metropolitan Architecture) and is currently based in Rotterdam, the
Netherlands. Amongst his noted projects are the Netherlands Embassy
in Berlin and Germany, the design of concept stores for Prada, and the
Seattle Public Library.

OMA is currently working on several projects in the Middle East including
office/residential towers and master plans in Dubai, three master plans in
Ras Al Khaimah and several public buildings in Qatar.

Rem Koolhaas will be giving a lecture at the Bab Al Bahrain pavilion on
Tuesday, 28th February at 7:00 pm.
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Parallel Nippon: Contemporary
Japanese Architecture 1996-2006

In collaboration with the Japan Foundation and the Architectural Institute of Japan, this
exhibition explores the evolution of Japanese architecture over the span of a decade.
Architectural drawings, photographs, models, and film footage will bring to light a
unique design aesthetic,known for its fusion of craft and innovative materials.

Similar to Bahrain, an island nation with an established architectural heritage, Japan
offers valuable lessons in harnessing a rich past to create innovative structures,
addressing the needs of evolving communities in the 21st Century.
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Learning from Las Vegas: The Forgotten
Symbolism of Architectural Form

By Robert Venturi, Denise Scott Brown and Steven Izenour

As part of its efforts to encourage critical thinking in the realms of architecture and urban planning,
the Ministry of Culture will sponsor the translation, into Arabic, of Learning from Las Vegas. When
first published in 1972, Ada Louis Huxtable described this groundbreaking study in the New York
Times as “the kind of art history and theory that is rarely produced.”

Since then the publication was re-edited and expanded upon and continues to create a healthy
debate amongst the architecture community; calling for architects to be more receptive to the tastes
and values of "common" people and less immodest in their pursuit of "heroic," self-aggrandizing
monuments. The book’s latest edition also discusses issues of symbolism in architecture and the
effects of urban sprawl on communities.




“Architecture in the past was not predicted as a systematic process. Designs were /O/LS
simplistic and based on inherited principles, influenced by both the Assyrian and ARCHITECTURE
Islamic civilizations.”- RASHED AL-ORAIFI
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Al Noukhatha House:
the first pearl to see the light
along the Pearl Road

Her Excellency Minister of Culture Shaikha May bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
inaugurated "Al Noukhatha House", the first house on the Pearl Road
Project, in mid-November 2011, with the support of Fahad Al Qusaibi. The
project represents the history of pearling in Muharrag, which hosts the
project in the form of interconnected historic lanes.

Al Noukhatha House is considered to be one of the most important . :0_\3‘9.&.” A
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The Vertical Garden in Muharraq:
environment climbs construction

The Vertical Garden was inaugurated in November 2011. It has allowed for
a beautiful cohesion between architecture and Environment. The Shaikh
lbrahim Centre for Studies and Research launched, with the support of the
GPIC, the first ever vertical garden in the Middle East in the form of a gate
to Muharraq City. The initiative’s purpose was to immortalize the memory
of the Bahraini environment with an attempt to propose a coordinated life
between greenery and civil architecture, perhaps to reconciliation nature
and man. The artistic and creative scenes of this garden were designed
by French expert Patrick Blanc.
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Al Khalifiya Library

Build in the 1950s by the royal family, Al Khalifiya is one of the Kingdom'’s first public libraries. An
important landmark in Muharrag’s historic center, it has long served as a gathering place for the
community. Re-development in the 1980s severely altered the character of the library and its
surrounding area, which included the historic Shaikh Hamad house and its adjoining mosque. The
library was also partially demolished to make way for a new road.

Plans are underway to restore and expand the Al Khalifiya with a modern extension, thus re- ,
establishing the library’s role in the community as a venue for fostering intellectual curiosity and
public discourse.
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Naseej Factory
Bani Jamrah Village

For centuries, traditional weavers could be found in villages throughout
Bahrain. Today this craft is concentrated in the village of Bani Jamrah,
where textiles in vibrant colors are still produced for locals and visiting
tourists. As part of its mission to promote economic revitalization, while
sustaining Bahrain’s local arts and crafts, the Ministry of Culture is planning
the development of a small factory dedicated to reviving the art of weaving
in the village of Bani Jamrah.

Traditionally practiced by men within their homes, the weaving process
involves the use of looms and spindles that have changed little over the
centuries. The new factory will serve as a showcase for visitors, while
providing a venue for a new generation of weavers to learn the craft.

Fusing elements of traditional Bahraini architecture with contemporary
design, the new factory feature as an integral component of a walking tour
through the village, including visits to the homes of local weavers.
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. . Official Opening Cermony of ‘Manama... Capital of Arab Culture’ under the 1
Eiain Neone) Mve=um 2 fElenery patronage of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
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- . Architecture Exhibition “Parallel Nippon: Contemporary Japanese Architecture”
Bahrain National Museum 7th to 27th February by Japan Foundation in collaboration with the Japanese Embassy in Bahrain
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Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion 16th February - 8pm Opening of the exhibition for the Bab Al Bahrain Open Ideas Competition
Round table discussion on the Bab Al Bahrain competition results with the jury
"The announcement of the competition winner - 7om"
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Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion 17th February to 1st March Opening of the exhibition for the Bab Al Bahrain Open Ideas Competition and
10am to 10pm announcement of the competition winner
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Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion 17th February - 6:30 to 9:30 pm Public Architectural Discussions .. Talks by
Joseph Grima - "Public space in a private time"
Bernard Khoury - "Citizenship and public space in my neighborhoods"
Bjarne Mastenbroek - "ASAP, Architecture of Search and Public Space”
Ahmad Al Ali - "SUBUR(A)BIA..the need to unsprawl!"
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Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion ‘ o @J o ) Live, public interviews will be documented for further research.
18th February - 2:30 to 6:30 pm Interviews conducted by HayfaMattar and RashadFaraj.
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. . } . Open Air cinema projection
Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion 20th February - 6 to 9:30 pm " Hamad andl e Pires SAAIAE sie et R (Al
Modern pirates cause more problems for a pearl diver after being rescued from a
typhoon. Filmed in Bahrain.
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Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion 24th to 25th February Workshop on the theme of public space participation
given by invited Architects and Urban Planners.
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Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion 27th February Open Air cinema projection
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Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion 28th February - 7 pm A lacture by Rem Koolhaas
"Current Preoccupations”
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Bab Al Bahrain Square Pavilion 1st March - 7pm People’s Choice Award and Closing ceremony-
official results of the Public vote
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Muharrag- Shaikh Salman House Date to be confirmed The opening of Shaikh Salman House
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Muharraq - Al Qusairiya Suq

Date to be confirmed

The opening of the first renovation phase of Al Qusairiya Suq




