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The GCC Poetry Forum hosted by the
Capital of Arab Culture reflects on the
impact of poetry in the Arab World

There can be no doubt of the impact of poetry within the Arab
World both as a cultural facet and as a dimension of Arab culture
in and of itself. The Ministry of Culture accordingly, and in line with
the programme of the Capital of Arab Culture, is encouraging young
talents to come forward in a new learning opportunity for regional
poetry between 11th and 13th June in the GCC Poetry Forum.

The Forum seeks to reinforce classical Arabic forms and language
in modern literary expression and national identity in addition to
collaboration efforts between the countries of the GCC. Contemporary
poets will exchange ideas and learn about the various issues faced
by writers in the different parts of the region. While the main focus
will be on the work and conditions of poets from the GCC, poetry of
the Arab World will be examined and each GCC country will partake
through two representative poets in an overall attempt to enhance
Arab cultural involvement.
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The Poetry Festival
livens the Capital of Arab Culture

The musical sounds of Arabic poetry are celebrated during the month
of poetry’s varied activities, bringing the Capital of Arab Culture alive
for all participants. Organised by the Ministry of Culture, Bahrain’s
Literary Society will play an active role in presenting traditional poetry
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forms in the shape of the musical ‘mawwal’ for local and regional
audiences. Guests will be encouraged to reflect on the old poetic
forms, which intermingled the written word with rhythm and musical
patterns, and engage their senses in the Arabic tradition of the
‘mawwal’ in reflecting sensations and life.
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Selections from Contemporary Spanish Poetry
June's Translated Work

The Ministry of Culture launches its sixth translation for the year-long programme of Manama,
the Capital of Arab Culture 2012 as part of a bid to maintain international cultural dialogue.
In an attempt to open and reinforce engagement with Europe and the West, the focus of
this literary exploration is contemporary Spanish poetry. Spanish culture and thought will be
evoked to Arabic-reading audiences through the translation undertaken by Mahdi Akhreef.
Contemporary Spanish literature is recognised throughout the world for its depth and
important contribution to world literature.

Beautiful Bahrain in Prose and
Poetry Bahrainis and Residents come
together for Bahrain

A poetry night will be held for Bahraini and resident poets alike to
recite and reflect on local poetry and the changing scenes in Bahrain
today. Organised by David Hollywood, the gathering will review the
recent developments and writings of local and favourite writers.
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Bahrain Summer Festival
attracts children and families

In its fourth term, the Bahrain Summer Festival this year takes place
within the multi-disciplinary and diverse cultural programme of
Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012. Taking place
between 14th June and 15th July, the Summer Festival
will be held in the Bahrain International Exhibition
and Convention Centre under the slogan,
‘Manama... City of Joy.’
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yln previous years the Summer Festival has usually taken place in one

of Bahrain’s villages with Nakhool attending to weave his magic and
,_({ entertain families and children alike. This year however with the Capital of
Arab Culture making its mark on Bahrain and the region, Nakhool and the
Summer Festival will travel to Manama.

And in accordance with the wide array of cultural engagement activities
of the Capital of Arab Culture 2012 programme, this year’'s Summer
Festival invites guests to embrace the arts through musical events,
interactive workshops, performance arts and theatre... Having broken
box office records in the UAE last year and won the Timeout Nightlife
award for the best theatrical production, The Sound of Music starring
a wonderful cast and orchestra direct from London's West End, will be
entertaining Bahrain audiences with their spectacular and timeless show.
Visitors will also be dazzled by the young Bahraini talent, Hala Al Turk
who will perform some popular songs. And in a fusion of traditional and
contemporary theatrical clowning arts within a beautifully crafted visual
spectacle, Slava’s SNOWSHOW will transport audiences to a joyous,
dream-like realm. Created in 1993 by renowned Russian clown, Slava
Polunin, Slava’s SNOWSHOW has played to over three million people in
more than 30 countries and 120 cities.

The Bahrain Summer Festival promises to be an arena of fun and
education for children and adults from across Bahrain and the region!
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wwwbahrainsummer.bh



POETRY

iyl &8lé3]l & ounle dolicoll

@89 i g 2UgA

il p2idl wlhol) Jaong & chbiuwlg gl Laglghill dy)léo 99
i dnla ubdloa dujloo @Q Uyl el A5k 8 uglidh aunoll
Aol Wl Jo d@ahly wld)§ a0 Jg awwng ¢yan don (gde
Wlgnll a8 Jalass Uy a4 auuiy oad adgin gl balclg il
Gl j=ill ogoc awd @dyn dolid wbiols jAnig (sdiwgollg
)Wl degiso &0l Ja o @l ape=ll wliall Wlial sle aiyyaig
sl o o pive guolall 58 g fauy=ll a8le il donle dolioll" (o

A Collage of Bahraini Poetry is put
together in Manama

In the fashion of an artist’s canvas and the process of the creation
of a collage, on 15th June a special poetry evening of Bahraini poets
will take place at the Bahrain Fort Museum. Young Bahraini poets,
Jaafar Al Alawi and Ranwa Al Umsi, will showcase their talents as
they put together a collage of their works in cooperation with other
rising local poets. Different poetry readings will take place as thoughts
intermingle and ideas interject in a unique collage of poetry designed
for the Capital of Arab Culture’s celebration of the written word and
poetic expression in June.




The poetry of Shaikh Ebrahim
Mohammed Al Khalifa opens a
doorway into the last century

Casting a glimpse upon the thoughts, feelings and practices of the last
century, the poetry of Shaikh Ebrahim bin Mohammed Al Khalifa brings
the month of poetry, June, to life in the Capital of Arab Culture, 2012.
It was on 13th June 1933 that the renowned Bahraini poet and man of
letters, Shaikh Ebrahim bin Mohammed Al Khalifa passed away and as
such, it is only fitting that his memory is revived in June this year during
the events of the month of poetry.

And it was in the spirit of this celebrated poet’s life that the Shaikh
Ebrahim Centre for Culture and Research was opened ten years ago
to allow Bahrain inhabitants to engage in cultural dialogue and fruitful
educational exchanges. Indeed, the Centre has welcomed thinkers and
intellectuals from a wide spectrum of cultural fields. Known locally as
the leader of the intellectual and literary movement in Bahrain, Shaikh
Ebrahimwas born in 1850. His independent research and voyages to
different parts of the world helped make him stand out from amongst
his peers. First educated in Islamic jurisprudence and science, his love
of the written word led him into the world of poetry.

He was one of the founders of Bahrain’s literary club, which was
established in 1920 and also helped establish Bahrain’s first modern
school, Al Hidaya Al Khallifiya. A cultured man, his intellectual salon was
open and frequented by Bahrain’s leading writers and scientists. His
poetic styles ranged from classical to Bedouin Arabic.
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Noora Shirawi objects to the shy
female in the Shaikh Ebrahim Center

Bringing us into her world, Noora Shirawi’s poetry reading in the Capital of
Arab Culture 2012 will take place as part of the programme of the month
of poetry within the Shaikh Ebrahim Centre for Research and Culture.
During this special evening, Shirawi will reflect on her life and the troubles
associated with timidity and the challenges of the contemporary world.

An established writer, Shirawi has tried her hand in different spheres,
ranging from journalism to poetry in addition to writing children’s
stories. She has been described as a beautiful phenomenon, an
important addition to the Bahraini literary scene as a Bahraini woman
who excelled in the domain of children’s fiction. Her children’s story was
published in 1979.

A multi-talented writer, Noora Shirawi also wrote a celebrated national
song in 2001, which was set to music by Khaled Alshaikh and later sung
by famed Bahraini singer, Huda Abdulla.
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Schedule of Events

VENUE  glaoll ORGANIZED BY dokioll &mall TIME  glojl EVENT  dleall NO. radigll
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The Cultural Hall
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Ministry of Culture
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11th - 13th June
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GCC Poetry Forum
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Shaikh Ebrahim Centre for Culture and Research
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Shaikh Ebrahim Centre for Culture and Research
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13th June
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In memory of Shaikh Ebrahim
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Bahrain Exhibition & Convention Center, Manama

agloill s)ljg
Ministry of Culture
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14th June - 15th July
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Bahrain Summer Festival
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Shaikh Ebrahim Centre for Culture and Research

Shaikh Ebrahim Centre for Culture and Research

To be announced later

Poetry reading by Noora Shirawi




