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ASGHAR ISMAEEL - BAHRAINI ARTIST AND SCULPTURE

Asghar Ismaeel has been practicing art since the 1960s, with a rich career over
the span of 6 decades. Asghar was a member of the first art focused gathering of
Bahraini artists, a family of art enthusiasts, and later joined the Contemporary Art
Society in 1973 and is now a member of the Bahrain Fine Arts Society.

As a self-taught artist, Asghar Ismaeel participated in many art exhibitions locally
and internationally. His experience also branches into graphic printing, and
sculpture, carving in different mediums such as wood and stone. His work is also
part of the Bahrain National Museum Collection, as well as in private collections in
Bahrain and internationally.

Within his body of work are frequently repeated elements drawn from Bahraini
heritage and glimpses of daily life. His unique work reflects the lives of everyday
people within Bahraini society particularly featuring the female form as a symbol
of her important role in society.
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SIXTY YEARS IN THE STUDIO

The 60 years of my initial exploration into art started amidst Bahrain’s pristine
nature, as | was privileged to spend time with art pioneers who encouraged me
to pursue and nurture my hobby. | had experienced trade school for a short time
and also gained many technical skills and then moved into a more creative path.

In 1968, | joined the Arts Amateurs Association in Manama where | collaborated
on theatre scenography with artists like Eman Assiri, who encouraged me to join
the Arts Amateurs Association, alongside Abdulaziz Zubari, Hussain Al Sunni,
Abdullatif Mufiz, and other theatre pioneers in Bahrain.

In 1973, | joined the Contemporary Arts Association, participating in their first
annual exhibition in Bahrain, and for many years to follow. This opened new
horizons for me to participate in exhibitions across Egypt and the Arab World.
In the mid-eighties, | joined the Bahrain Arts Society and remain a member to
this day.

The overlap of my experience in industry and art also allowed me the privilege
of manufacturing Bahrain’s first manual printing press, which coincided with
the return of the first batch of Bahraini artists from Asilah in Morocco. These
artists were Nasser Al Yousef, Kamel Barakat, Ebrahim Busaad, and Abdulkarim
Al Bosta and with the printing press enhancing their work and print making
capabilities. However, beyond manufacturing the press | explored this beautiful
art form for a short time. | also crafted a specialized table for cartoon art using
screen printing techniques for the artist Ahmed Ghuloom, which resulted in a
table that moves in all directions to display cartoons.

In the early nineties, due to a work-related accident, | lost several fingers on
my left hand, which is the hand | used for drawing. This injury heavily impacted
my everyday practice, and for several years | lost the drive to create as an artist.
Eventually, | managed to train my right hand to pick up drawing again, taking
years until | could produce work at the same level again.
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The allure of art, despite stable employment in various factories, led me to
sculpture. | searched for materials in my environment, finding wood to be a
suitable companion, then later discovering firebrick, where | gained skill in
realistic sculpture. Once again, my path intersected with my childhood friend,
the late artist Khalil Al Hashimi, for whom | crafted some sculpting tools.

My craftsmanship contributed to exploring and studying various art techniques,
eventually leading me to delve deeper into the craft, with the British Consulate
Library serving as a valuable resource. In the early nineties, | began sculpting on
pieces of stone and marble acquired from construction sites, as materials were
not readily available, and recently | started working with bronze.

In recent years, after successive visits to Europe with my artist friend Jamal
Abdulrahim, and exposure to modern art in exhibitions such as Art Basel
brought into my practice a lot of positive influence especially in my recent work
of portraiture showing my grandchildren.

This exhibition marks a significant point in my life, allowing me to revisit beautiful
moments and memories just like a diary. Years ago, | painted my children, and
today my grandchildren have become subjects in my paintings, reinforcing their
place in my life and heart.

I wanted to share these moments with you through a selection of my old and
recent artworks, to tell my story over the past 60 years.
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9 My Grandchildren / (s3Llaal

T otoauls Yasmin 2

I gproawl Yasmin 1
Jiled e cuj 91x91cm Ulilesd e cuj 91x91cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas
2022

2022



11 My Grandchildren / g.sL:’mi

ouyli Narees o uuh Nadeen
Uitlod e cuj 91x97cm vislad (nde cuj 91x76cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas

2022 2023



13 My Grandchildren / g.ch'mi

I bylo Maria 1 cawgs Yusuf
vlled e Cuj 91x91cm viled (de Cuj 91x97cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas

2022 2023



15 My Grandchildren / g.sLb:.i

T ljlo Maria 2
ilas e cuj 91x97cm
Qil on Canvas

¥ lylo Maria 3
oilad e Cuj 91x97cm
Oil on Canvas

2023 2023



17 My Grandchildren / (sslaal

‘ wadgr Yunis ala Khalid
lled (de Cuj 91x97cm vitlad gde Cuj 97x91cm
Oil on Canvas Oil on Canvas

2023 2023



19 Minitures / < loioiall

g:4ll go daljiul A break with Qado Jitllg jolll gily Louz and Kenar Saller
ddlo yloll 62x48cm didlo yloll 62x48cm
Watercolor on Paper Watercolor on Paper

2011 2011



21 Minitures / < loioiall

8lia @ln A girls dream
il ploll 62x48cm
Watercolor on Paper
2011



23 Portrait / auyijgs

¢ auyiygs Portrait 4 | auyijgs Portrait 1
uilad e cuj 91x91cm

ilad e Cuj 28x23 cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas
1997 2023



25 Portrait / aq)ijon

¥ auyijgs Portrait 3

T auyijgs Portrait 2
vilad e Cuj 92x74 cm Uiiled de Cuj 92x74 cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas
2022

2022



T uagesll Enigma 2
viilad e Cyj 120100 cm
Oil on Canvas
2012

| yagesll Enigma 1
vilad e cuj 120100 cm
Qil on Canvas
2012



29 Art / gall

¥ uagosll Enigma 3
wliled e Gugj 120100 cm

Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas
2012

2022

eball joc Omar Khayyam
llad e cuj 91x91cm



6ymj Zahra 5jg) Roza
Uilad e Cyj 91x91cm viiles e Zuj 91x91cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas

2022 2022



33

olaLull The Sultan Jaclosul uala Haji Ismaeel
Jilad ol uj 95 x 75 cm vllad (de cuj 91x76 cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas
2014 2022




35 Art / Gall

dils Danah diola deuh Still Life
viled de cyj 110 x 100 cm viled e cyj 110x 97 cm
Qil on Canvas Qil on Canvas
2014

2012



37 Art / oall

sladl a9 Tea Time ) aJ.bJ.x”w.ﬂ In the Kitchen
Jilad ale cyj 120 x 100 cm wialad (e Cuj 120 x 100 cm

Oil on Canvas Oil on Canvas
2018 2015



39 Art/ gall

o o dogoi GoOssip
) f}oL. <Lb:d Meditation moment Uiiled e cyj 107 x 138 cm
vilad e cuj 160 x 140 cm i
; Qil on Canvas
Oil on Canvas 1997
2003



wlidl ¢5)la Book reader diliall 8spll Lady artist
&9 ude Zyj 50x48 cm &9 ude Cuj 42 x40 cm
Oil on Paper Qil on Paper
2014 2014




43 Art / oall

yoadll bl &y Lady in red da.ill (nisgaa Mischievous Granddaughter
&9 ude cyj 70 x 52 cm vilas e cuj 180 x 200 cm
Oil on Paper Oil on Canvas
2015

2020



45 Art / gall

hyag sl Needle and Thread
daysally dalyil A break in the garden ialaa ale cyj 110x93 cm
vilad e cij 110 x 100 cm Qil on Canvas
QOil on Canvas

2012
2014



47  Sketch/ galay

clayiwl Relaxation
ual...a) ‘O.LO 33 x48 cm

Pencil on Paper Pencil on Paper
2021

2022

oroauls Yasmin
uabay eléa 29x23 cm



49  Sketch/ yablay

dwlys Study
volbojela 21 x8cm
Pencil on Paper
2011



Etching / dclh g yan
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Etching on Paper

2014

dioba depuh Still Life
dclbhg jaa 22 x 30 cm



53 Still Life / dsioba dsuh

1
i
:"}.:;r‘?'!r
Joola - diola deph Still Life - Hamoor Fish wolgo —diola doph still life - Hamoors
ilas nle uyj 39 x 46 cm villes e 2uj 50X 60 em

Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas
2022 2022



55  Still Life / dioba dauh

T dlglh - diola deuh Still Life - Table 2 | dlglh - dioba deyh Still Life - Table 1
uilad e cuj 52 x 61 cm vilod e cuj 52 x 61 cm
Oil on Canvas Oil on Canvas

2016 2016



57  Still Life / dioba dauh

T 63y - dioka dayh Still Life - Rose 2 | 8ay9 - diol.o duph gg" LZH;e - Rose 1
Uilas e Cyj 28 x 22 cm vilad (le Sy X2z cm

- Qil on Canvas
Zogzc;n Canvas 5029




59  Still Life / diola dauh

64108 - diola dewh Still Life - Peaches
uiiled de Cuj 26 x 35 ¢cm
Qil on Canvas
1998



61 Bahrain / gl

e =
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B e et e XY

it ala Bahraini Farmer
uilad e cuj 50 x40 cm
Oil on Canvas
2009

Gwa gua Haji Hasan
itlas e Cyj 56 x 42 cm
Qil on Canvas
2009

e



63 Bahrain / gl

Haue Jabw Askar Beach dil aipa Karraneh Village
viled de Cnj 20 x 26 cm hled (de ciyj 26 x23 cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas

2021 2020



Bahrain / g pdl

JLw p Bar Saar
olled e cyj 40 x 50 cm
Oil on Canvas
2020

analow Jalu Samaheej Beach
vhled (de cyj 40 x47 cm
Qil on Canvas
2021



67 Bahrain / gl

e A S

(nmjlflladall;j l1J§nX§I5H::Ts]sam Beach @uanll ei Jalw Um Al Hassam Beach
Hlo o flod (de cyj 38 x46 cm
Ui 1j
Watercolor on Paper Qil on Canvas

1974 2021



69 Bahrain / gl

N : .-—-5:— ‘ - L

Gaull dcliia Boat making
viilad (de cyj 45 x 58 cm
Oil on Canvas
2005

elayll eynd Zuy Old houses in Riffa
wlled e ciyj 60 x 77 cm
Oil on Canvas
2009



71 Bahrain / g pdl

i e

- |

@rall Jalw  Muharraq Coast gy slua  Bahraini Fisherman
vilad e cuj 40 x 50 cm uhled de cyj 60 x 50 cm
Oil on Canvas Oil on Canvas

2009 2008



Bahrain / ol

73

Jiyj dlile <y Old Bahraini House (Zainal)

Jiled de cuj 62 x 50 cm

Olwgia é dejjo Farmin Janoosan

oilad e cuj 87 x72 cm

Qil on Canvas

2003

Oil on Canvas

2008



75 Bahrain / gl

s BT

AT,
M,

= ey

My

jology dlla Halat Bo Maher

g4l sé dejjo Farm in Budaiya
vilad e Cij 30 x45 cm hled (de cyj 64x91 cm
Oil on Canvas Qil on Canvas
2004

2011



77 Bahrain / gl

Ju4sas ail Bahraini Boat
Uiilad (e cyj 76 x 92 cm
Oil on Canvas
2023



79 Women / g

TJWall paddiiisgy Visions in the shade 2
iy de cllh$l 122 x 132cm
Acrylic on Board

| Jlall (e dlydadni sg) Visions in the shade 1
e e el 122 x 132em
Acrylic on Board
2018 2018



81 Women / g

¢ Jlall paddidini sy Visions in the shade 4 ¥ Jall e dililii sgp Visions in the shade 3
s e ety 8l 122 x 132cm

s e 81122 x 132cm
Acrylic on Board ééqygllc on Board
2018



83 Women / g

¥

Jluypeo <bwi Morrocan Women

<loadl Gguu Fish Market i
iy e ALy 106 x 79 cm b le el 25 X|.6O S
Crylic on pboar

Acrylic on Board
2018 2011




85 Contemporary Art Association studio / jualeall j-all ducea

paleoll all dmon paupe  Contemporary Art Association studio
viled e cyj 44 x 60 cm
Qil on Canvas
1982



87 Small / it
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8)ua0 joua Mini Portraits
iled e Ll 9x9.5cm

sy2.00 jgua Mini Portraits
Acrylic on Canvas

Uitlas e eyl 9x 9.5 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2023 2023



sy2.00 jgua Mini Portraits
Uitlas ale clly8l 9% 9.5 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2023

8,00 jgua Mini Portraits
il ale ellysl 9x9.5cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2023



91  Small / (uiw

6p00 jgua Mini Portraits
iles ale ellysi 9x9.5 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2023

sy2.00 jgua Mini Portraits
Uitlas ale clly8l 9% 9.5 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2023



Small / YLt

93

B e e I

-

L s

Ll el

o | e

Cvirgim iy
Tl e el P,

e
P ey

Acrylic on Canvas

2023

8)ua0 joua Mini Portraits

vlled e eyl 9x 9.5 cm

Acrylic on Canvas
2023

8j2un0 jo:a Mini Portraits

ilad (e il 9x 9.5 cm



Small / YLt

95

Acrylic on Canvas

2023

6puno jgua Mini Portraits

iled e Ll 9x9.5 cm

Acrylic on Canvas
2023

800 joun Mini Portraits

ilad e ¥l 9x 9.5 cm



sy2.00 jgua Mini Portraits
Uitlas ale clly8l 9% 9.5 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2023

8,00 jgua Mini Portraits
il ale ellysl 9x9.5cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2023



99 Sculpture / Gaill

. sip0l aag Woman Face
elasa Frogs iy 55 x30cm
ey 17 x20cm Wood
Marbel

1999



101 Sculpture / Zaill

yuile Ja) Bearded Man duye 8lpo Arabic Woman
eB 40x 20 cm ol 40 x20 cm
Marbel Marbel

2002 2002



103 Sculpture / Zaill

Jajdag Man Face
Jaydag Man Face oy i/lz xb12|3 cm
ely 27 x12cm arbel
Marbel




105 Sculpture / Zaill

:piaag Abstract Face
sxpaidaag Abstract Face by 36 x20 cm
) oly 31x16cm Marbel
Marbel 2023




107 Sculpture / Zaill

<o 54ha Drop of Water dpjall jouh Island Birds
abj 25x13 Hop go (s fua 48 x 20 cm
Glass Sea Rock with Bronze



109 Sculpture / Zaill

Aill dsf Il
dalyiwul Relaxing il a.v.lujL! Beans seller
. elby 25x18 cm
by gdeajpn 24 x 14 cm Marbel
Clay on Marbel



111 Sculpture / Zaill

Joi Bull
jign 20 x 35 . ] )
e Bro)r(12e - Hlb g0 8lpol Woman with bird
8jd 33x12cm
Clay



113 Sculpture / Zaill

8jguu0 dlwlus Brooken Chain Jula Lo Safi Fish
el 44 x32 cm el 36 x46 cm
Marbel Marbel



115 Sculpture / Zaill

wlisll ¢5)le Book reader wlisll ¢syle Book reader
by e jign 36 x 13 cm by gde jign 40x 17 cm
Bronze on marbel Bronze on marbel




117 Sculpture / Zaill

ool Time
Gy Penguin oly &6 ;(bilkm
el 19x7cm a
Marbel




119 Sculpture / Zaill

T dayaall ua sl <lia Book readers in the park 2 I daysall g isll <y Book readers in the park 1
By / Hop iy 40x 80 x 11cm eby/popeuiin 40x 80 x 11cm
Wood/Bronze/Marbel Wood/Bronze/Marbel



121 Sculpture / Zaill

duiyp 8l0 Bahraini Woman dyiypy iy Bahraini Girl
el 42 x30cm el 42 x26 cm
Marbel Marbel



123 Sculpture / Zaill

uuoaidll The Sun
pa @la Ink Pen eby 34x8cm
Hop 30x7cm Marbel
Bronze




125

Jloa ol Um Hamar
by le pa - Stone On Marble
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