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2023 ylgic Hygsa Untitled 2023
e degiio Glola 120 x 120cm
Uilad Mixed media on canvas
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AHMED ANAN

Ahmed Anan is a Bahraini visual artist, born in Manama in 1968. He developed his fine
arts experience through seeking knowledge and continuous research in artistic contexts
in its various forms through his close encounters with a number of leading international
artists and their skillful work in painting, photography, sculpture, graphic printing and
collage arts. Anan has exhibited his artwork in numerous exhibitions both in Bahrain
and abroad.

Ahmed Anan’s works are known for the bright colors and drawings that are characterized
by a bold expressionist style. The content explores feelings, social and cultural ideas that
internalize the highly regarded value of humanity beyond parameters. This intentionally
charged work full of a myriad of meanings in visual vocabulary demonstrates the infinite
meaning of joy as it is confronted with the open meaning of a word such as sadness.
Living life on the frontier to go through consequences that know only open endings.

In the same context, and through this exhibition “The Shirt of Absence” based on
a collection of paintings on canvas, paper and mixed media, and a number of other
sculptural works created with bronze, the artist Ahmed Anan translates that particular
circumstance that he lived through, in a symbolic narrative away from direct disclosure.
A resulting visual aesthetic value is seen, behind which hides an empty and bursting
unspoken sentence at the same time on suffering and loss.

Writer and journalist
Ali Algameesh
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THE EXHIBITION

Day after day, one looks into a mirror, unable to find his features, but instead finds heavy
guestions accumulating without answers. writhing and forming without approving the
ending, infinite becomings, like a deep dream of grief and the astonishment of the renewed
suddenness, to which the soul is not accustomed and has little relief from that state.

In loss, the ego takes the form of a question mark or a knife that scrapes off questions
from the features of the face. Questions both veiled and clear, appearing and
evacuating, turning the ego into a highly sensitive substance, on which all ideas or
forms are imprinted, the ego, is neither able to address the questions or stay quiet.

In loss, features sink as fragments deep in the soul, and the deeper the loss, the more
broken the features, and the harder it is to answer their questions.

After a while, one won’t care much for the fragments, but instead will only feel the
pain accumulating with time. When one does not find answers to questions such as
“why”, one will fall into the “when”? When did it become? And when does the
endlessness end? And the “when”, becomes a search for time, in rubble and debris
under which the confusion and mysterious stay hidden.

Time is the medium and the subject of these works, that which is sometimes measured
by matter, or by its movement, by its uselessness or by its accidents and emergencies,
and sometimes it is measured by pain and desolation, as well as by pleasure and strife.
The works here are trying not to reach the core of the matter, but to speak with it.
How can time contradict itself? While everything else changes, transforming in color,
becoming and renewing itself, time just stands still. Why are you so rigid and still.

Between loss, and time that follows, between movement and the effects of time on
everything, and between the stillness and the chanting that does not disappear, hurting
the soul, you see how the shapes of the painting change with each perspective and you
see how the damage and brokenness is reflected. If you look closely and investigate
further, you see that great loss, unfortunately does not stop time, despite its intensity
it neither moves nor guides us by the hand towards the next step.

Here you stand in the depth of time at its center in a moment that will not be repeated,
or perhaps it will be repeated forever without us ever realizing it.

Mahdi Salman
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THE EXHIBITION

The exhibition titled The Shirt of Absence discusses a particular life experience with both
hidden and clear connotations that the artist went through, resulting in a sudden shock
that changed the way he has expressed his work from previous exhibitions. Works full
of boldness as much as they are teeming with feeling enough to touch the viewer with
differing interpretations.

His works varies this time in their style, technique and colors, as they were completed
during different periods and in places far apart between Bahrain, France, Morocco and the
sculpture in Egypt over a period of two and a half years. This is the first display of sculptural
works in bronze for the artist.
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To the beauty of the universe ...
The beauty of Yousif

And the longest longing ...
To Yousif

The angel of our soul ... My love
| give you what'’s left of me.
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2022 <o Angel 2022
degiio ulola  185x400cm
vitlea e Mixed media on canvas
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2022 anlo Lineaments 2022 2022 anlo Lineaments 2022
degiio Culoly 14x22cm degiio uloly 14x22cm
&9 ude Mixed media on paper 819 ule Mixed media on paper
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2022 anlo Lineaments 2022 2022 anlo Lineaments 2022
degiio Culoly 14x22cm degiio uloly 14x22cm
&9 ude Mixed media on paper 819 ule Mixed media on paper
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2022 anlo Lineaments 2022 2022 anlo Lineaments 2022
degiio Culoly 14x22cm degiio uloly 14x22cm
&9 ude Mixed media on paper 819 ule Mixed media on paper
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2023 aolo Lineaments 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio Culola 20x20cm degiio Culolh 20x20cm
Jiles (e Mixed media on canvas vilea (e Mixed media on canvas
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2023 aolo Lineaments 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio Culola 20x20cm degiio Culolh 20x20cm
Jiles (e Mixed media on canvas vilea (e Mixed media on canvas
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2023 aolo Lineaments 2023

degiio Culolh 20x20cm

2023 aolo Lineaments 2023

Jilea e Mixed media on canvas
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2023 aolo Lineaments 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio Culolh 20x20cm degiio Culola 20x20cm
Jiles (e Mixed media on canvas vilea (e Mixed media on canvas
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2023 5ua Perplexity 2023
degiio ulola 185x125¢cm
Jilad le Mixed media on canvas

-y



The Shirt of Absence wilzll yares 31

2023 aolo Lineaments 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio Culola 20x20cm degiio Culolh 20x20cm
Jiles (e Mixed media on canvas vilea (e Mixed media on canvas
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2023 aolo Lineaments 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio Culola 50x50cm degiio Culolh 20x20cm
Jiles (e Mixed media on canvas vilea (e Mixed media on canvas



The Shirt of Absence wilzll yares 35

®
-
2023 aolo Lineaments 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio Culola 50x50cm degiio Culoly 45x45cm

Uilas (e Mixed media on canvas vitled (ke Mixed media on canvas



37

The Shirt of Absence wilzll yares

o
"

uiled Mixed media on canvas

2022 ylgic y9su Untitled 2023

e degiio Galola 180x110cm
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2023 aolo Lineaments 2023

degiio Culola 50x50cm

2023 aolo Lineaments 2023

degiio Culoly 40x40cm

Jilea e Mixed media on canvas

Jilea e Mixed media on canvas
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2023 aolo Lineaments 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio Culola 30x30cm degiio Culola 30x30cm
&9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper
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2023 jilh Bird 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio Culola 80x80cm degiio Culola 30x30cm
Lilas (e Mixed media on canvas &J9 ude Mixed media on paper
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2023 42 Motion 2023
degiio ulola 86x68cm
Jilad de Mixed media on canvas
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2023 aolo Lineaments 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio culola 100x100cm degiio Culola 100x100cm
vitled ale Mixed media on canvas viiles (le Mixed media on canvas
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2023 wayi Await 2023 2023 aolo Lineaments 2023
degiio culola 100x100cm degiio Culola 100x100cm
Jiles (e Mixed media on canvas vilea (e Mixed media on canvas



The Shirt of Absence wilzll yares 51

2023 Jgos Daze 2023 2023 dies Maze 2023
dcgiio Jilola 100x80cm degiio Jlola 100x80cm
uilea (e Mixed media on canvas viles e Mixed media on canvas
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2022 ylgic y9a4 Untitled 2022
degiio Jlola 70x70cm
viles e Mixed media on canvas

2023 ylgic geau Untitled 2023
degiio Culolh 200x185cm
vilad e Mixed media on paper
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2023 asido Angels 2023
degiio ulola 200x100cm
Jilad le Mixed media on canvas
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2023 5229 Solitude 2023 2023 Joli Contemplation 2023
degiio culola 50x50cm degiio Culola 80x80cm
Jiles (e Mixed media on canvas vilea (e Mixed media on canvas
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2023 dlgakh Childhood 2023 2023 5xa9 Solitude 2023
dcgiio Cilola 100x100cm degiio Jlola 50x50cm
Jiles (e Mixed media on canvas vilea (e Mixed media on canvas
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AMAR 2ol

2023 lgic g Untitled 2023 2023 ylgic y9a4 Untitled 2023
e degiio Gilola 80x80cm dcgiio Jloly 55x55cm
Jilad Mixed media on canvas Uliles (e Mixed media on canvas
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2022 aoulo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 ,,20_2__2 3‘1“:2 I{gr:(efm:znnts 2022 iOZZ e”l:t |1_i;(e1a1rr;:3nnts 2022 aigo'z"z,o i”l:t %gr;e?mfnnts 2022
icoiin Milols 15x 11cm degiio Bilola 15x 11cm dcgiio Jilola 15x 11cm deodlo , , SHo . ' ) . -
a.cg_u.u.o‘éj;ndlLc Mixed media on paper o9 nle Mixed media on paper &9 unle Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper
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2022 aoulo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 ,,20_2__2 391:'3]"2 I1_i5ne1a1ments 2022 -»20-2--2 e*’l:t I{g:(efm(:ﬂnts 2022 5022 i.pl:t %gr;e?mfnnts 2022
dcgiio Culola 15x 11cm degiio Culola 15x 11cm degiio Calola 15x 11cm deglio O x 1icm deglio O gilo

&9 ke Mixed media on paper &9 ke Mixed media on paper 819 ule Mixed media on paper &9 ule Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper
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2022 aollo Lineaments 2022 2022 ao1lo Lineaments 2022 2022 aoilo Lineaments 2022 "20_2__2 aolit I1_i5r:<e1a1r2rennts 2022 igii eolit I1.i5r;(e1a1n;rennts 2022 i(g)ii iplit I{l;r;e?mfnnts 2022
icoiin Milols 15x 11cm degiio Bilola 15x 11cm dcgiio Jilola 15x 11cm Aeoo , , 2 . ' ) . -
awg; e Mixed media on paper % 69 e Mixed media on paper 89 ule Mixed media on paper &9 e Mixed media on paper &9 sile Mixed media on paper &9 e Mixed media on paper
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ARLAMN o322

2022 aoulo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 ,,20_2__2 3‘1“:2 I1_i;(e1a1rr;:3nnts 2022 iOZZ e”l:t I{g:(efm?nnts 2022 i022 i”l:t %gr;e?mfnnts 2022
dcgiio Gilola 15X 11cm degiio Jilola 15x 17cm degiio Zilola 15x 11cm degiio < . . one . . o . .
dc 3J:dd£ Mixed media on paper o9 nle Mixed media on paper &9 unle Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper
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2022 aollo Lineaments 2022 2022 aouls Lineaments 2022 2022 a01ls Lineaments 2022 "20_2__2 é"ljz I1_i;(e1a1rr;:3nnts 2022 igii 3”[:1[‘; I1_i;(e1a1rr;$nnts 2022 igii \ejit Iig(e?;rgfnnts 2022
icoiin Milols 15x 11cm degiio Bilola 15x 11cm dcgiio Jilola 15x 11cm deodlo , , 2 . ' ) . -
“9“;9\—'&]& Mixed media on paper QJJ;B e Mixed media on paper &s9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 de Mixed media on paper &9 unle Mixed media on paper &9 ke Mixed media on paper
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2022 aoulo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 ,,20_2__2 3‘1“:2 I{gr:(efm:znnts 2022 iOZZ é”l:t |1_i;(e1a1rr;:3nnts 2022 aigo'z"z,o i”l:t Iilg(e%'ﬂmfnnts 2022
icoiin Milols 15x 11cm degiio Bilola 15x 11cm dcgiio Jilola 15x 11cm deodlo , , SHo . ' ) . -
a.cg_u.u.o‘éj;ndlLc Mixed media on paper o9 nle Mixed media on paper &9 unle Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper
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2022 aollo Lineaments 2022 2022 ao1lo Lineaments 2022 2022 aoilo Lineaments 2022 "20_2__2 aol:IJJE I{g:(e?m;nts 2022 i(g)ii eolit I1.i5r;(e1a1n;rennts 2022 i(g)ii \e_.olit I{l;r;e?msnnts 2022
icoiin Milols 15x 11cm degiio Bilola 15x 11cm dcgiio Jilola 15x 11cm Aeoo , , 2 . ' ) . -
awt;: e Mixed media on paper % 69 e Mixed media on paper 89 ule Mixed media on paper &9 e Mixed media on paper &9 sile Mixed media on paper &9 e Mixed media on paper
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2022 aoulo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 2022 a0lo Lineaments 2022 ,,20_2__2 5°lil|§ I{gr;efm;nts 2022 igii eolﬁ |1_i5r:(e1a1n;<:ﬂnts 2022 igfj iﬁ:t Iigr;e?r;fnnts 2022
dcgiio Glola 15x 11cm dcgiio Jilola 15x 11cm acgiio Jiloly 15x 11cm acgiio . . o . . . . -
MQJJ;;;LI; Mixed media on paper 9—'—";9 "z Mixed media on paper G190 unle Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper
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AMAN oL

2022 a0l Lineaments 2022 2022 a0 o Lineaments 2022 2022 anllo Lineaments 2022 2022 aolo Lineaments 2022
deqiio calola 15x 11cm dcgiio culola 15x 11cm degiio diloly 15x 11cm dcgiio Jilola 15x 11cm
&J9 ude Mixed media on paper &J9 ude Mixed media on paper &9 ude Mixed media on paper 8J9 ude Mixed media on paper
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2023 ylgic y9a1 Untitled 2023 2023 ylgic y9xy Untitled 2023
Hop 43x12x20cm Figp 35x17x12cm
Bronze Bronze
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2023 ylgic y9a1 Untitled 2023 2023 ylgic y9xy Untitled 2023
Hop 60x23x23cm Jigp 48x12x16cm
Bronze Bronze



The Shirt of Absence wilzll yares 85

2023 ylgic y9a1 Untitled 2023 2023 ylgic y9xy Untitled 2023
Hop 33x15x10cm Jign 40x20x20cm
Bronze Bronze
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2023 ylgic y9a1 Untitled 2023 2023 ylgic y9xy Untitled 2023
Hop 20xx24x36cm Figp 33x20x11cm
Bronze Bronze
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2023 ylgic y9a1 Untitled 2023 2023 ylgic y9xy Untitled 2023
Hop 34x10x10cm Figp 50x12x14cm
Bronze Bronze
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2023 ylgic y9a1 Untitled 2023 2023 ylgic y9xy Untitled 2023
Hop 41x18x12cm Jigp 35x15x35cm
Bronze Bronze



The Shirt of Absence wilzll yares 93

L
".-,_...‘ )

40 AT RETAP AR ATy e Sty - ok ey

2021 ylgic o1 Untitled 2021 2021 ylgic yox1 Untitled 2021
e degiio Galola 50x50cm e degiio calola 50x50cm
uilaa Mixed Media on canvas Jiles Mixed Media on canvas
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2021 ylgic o1 Untitled 2021 2021 ylgic yox1 Untitled 2021
e degiio Galola 50x50cm e degiio calola 50x50cm
uilaa Mixed Media on canvas Jiles Mixed Media on canvas
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2021 ylgic o1 Untitled 2021 2021 ylgic yox1 Untitled 2021
e degiio Galola 50x50cm e degiio calola 50x50cm
uilaa Mixed Media on canvas Jiles Mixed Media on canvas
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2021 ylgic o1 Untitled 2021 2021 ylgic yox1 Untitled 2021
e degiio Galola 50x50cm e degiio calola 50x50cm
uilaa Mixed Media on canvas Jiles Mixed Media on canvas
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2021 ylgic o1 Untitled 2021 2021 ylgic yox1 Untitled 2021
e degiio Galola 50x50cm e degiio calola 50x50cm
uilaa Mixed Media on canvas Jiles Mixed Media on canvas
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2023 ylgic 91 Untitled 2023 2021 ylgic yox1 Untitled 2021
ude degiio Gilola 35x35cm uie degiio ilola 50x50cm
Uilad  Mixed Media on canvas viulea Mixed Media on canvas
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2023 lgic y9au  Untitled 2023 2023 ylgic ygaa  Untitled 2023
ude degiio Gilola 35x35cm e degiio Culola 35x35cm
Uilad  Mixed Media on canvas vblas  Mixed Media on canvas
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2021 ylgic o1 Untitled 2021
e degiio Giloly 40x40cm
uiles  Mixed Media on canvas
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