Ry
Kingdom of Bahrain
. sLaill dlig

Ministry of Culture

WSIRINOL

W\s

MANAMA 2014

5
=
T
<
o

o\ 5

2014 )
we

OUR YEAR OF ART ‘
— (v



doidoll

e Laile o8 Jonlg 131 lowouwl 34351 Ul Lo .68 ()01 5dg 1 983 éoliol
lugadl o gallon Ul gl 135 Uiy cloll

9l81nl lilaglg Luwl &l Ul .aio ciia Loc dshéio duud wadai dolioll
e cclisll sle gyald Wiliiol el 1an gao gl Wiai ol (ad

Ll wg=iis tign Ul g .(asilg sLallJloallg (oll g (sbimgoll
a5 Lo sdun diaell Wil edledl sidl g4

(Egpiio]l rn $9 O\JQDI diyaollg ol 1€ rolsl) djguwll aaliull diyao dolioll
S8l g (e alls (o piig d guaol) L Loyln Gollg qgumuu_u
8jLaJl (u Log (JA4 8jlall go Llovylas delinl g=uig omsyjliso (ool

64 clachl Jo il 48L4 d6algo) dolioll Oppial 2dg sl dnn (o all=llg
\iley Ugad ol I }J@Q9.Jp|9|\5\_cl 202ioll ég_u.uTJl ugleiljlgn aiio
W5 A loyd gaididg golsd! o Ll 6)18 (58 &5l dinluidl doagll
il b Glagll

U0 vl feaiwg @inell J=oiw ulpidll Jglaiuw @iyl oim (o
Ug=iulg uilhlaallg aliiluill @lite ¢ bo Junlgild jguwall

CAPITAL

Introduction

Manama is a city with dreams; Dreams carry within them the
message of joy. It is a city that can sing, play music, dance, and
discover life through the art and beauty that is all around us.

Selected as the first-ever Capital of Asian Tourism in the Asian
Cooperation Dialogue Forum in November 2013, Manama

will showcase the amazingly wonderful diversity of the Asian
continent through culture and art. As Asia’s preeminent tourism
destination in Asian this year, Manama will be a home for one
and all, creating bridges, opening opportunities, and bringing the
people and civilizations of this great continent closer together
along the way.
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Official Launch of Manama Capital of Asian Tourism

Manama, a city known for embracing other nations and cultures and
bringing them together, will hold a special press conference to mark
the official launch of its year-long celebrations as the Capital of Asian
Tourism. The press conference, organized by the Ministry of Culture
in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will be held at
the Qala’at Al-Bahrain (Bahrain Fort) Site Museum. The event will
highlight innovative and diverse local and Asian cultural and tourism
activities planned over the course of the year, and conclude with a
delightful performance by the Bollywood Masala Orchestra in the
outdoor space next to the museum.
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Forming New Asian Partnerships

In line with Manama's selection as Capital of Asian Tourism 2014

and its “Year of the Arts” program, the Kingdom of Bahrain is
forming new partnerships with Asian embassies in Bahrain to host
special Asian cultural weeks on a monthly basis which highlight the
countries’ arts. In parallel, major exhibitions will be held throughout
the year from countries such as Turkey, China, Japan, and India. The
Kingdom of Bahrain will also leverage this selection to promote its
deep-rooted local culture and heritage by organizing Bahraini cultural
weeks at its embassies across Asia.

~
=}
=
=
7}
<






Lrwl @8 Jgaiy dolioll (9

aaldil Al ojin gl lan g8 a J=ay g il iaogoawa (ol O L)
@byl yuiiai e Jloalldel jald aisl llso Joa plg Gall el

" aelol i of IE &gl anluil & o dolioll duwlion ol lin
Wloll po el jaiiyaldiialgaichyl lolocl ay 3509 lojaw
Olagll s uollig llos Lo Joal laygib blail) @il sjlall Jga g0
Gl ool ey alalagpellasying Guyadlglallolelyl lisg,

" Al o2l oJldoronllaiiohen o gyl

CAPITAL

Art of Manama Tour of Asia

Art is 3 universal language that transcends borders and cultures to
convey its hidden messages and meanings. As part of its celebrations
3s the Capital of Asian Tourism 2014, Manama will embark on an
Asian-wide tour to showcase a selection of artworks from some of
the biggest names on the Bahraini arts scene which embody the
spirit and identity of Bahrain’s culture and heritage.
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Craftour Exhibition

This exhibition highlights the role of tourism in enriching and

reviving traditional handicrafts, as well as its role as a catalyst

for entrepreneurship in communities across Asian countries. The
Craftour Exhibition will be like other global trade fairs, with each
participating Asian country having its own dedicated pavilion to
showcase its culture and sell its traditional handicrafts. In partnership
with UNESCO and the Arab Regional Center for World Heritage in
Manama, a conference will be held in conjunction with the exhibition
around the topic of handicrafts and intangible heritage,
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Fam Trips

As part of its selection as Capital of Asian Tourism 2014, Manama
will be showcased as an attractive tourism and culture destination
not just on the local level, but on the international stage as well,
especially within leading tourism exporting countries within Asia such
3as Japan, China, and South Korea. This will be done by organizing
fam trips for Asian journalists and tourism company representatives
in which they will be introduced to Manama'’s leading tourism and
cultural endeavors and assets.
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Destination Manama

Manama will host a number of tourism packages and programs
designed to highlight the unique assets it has to offer for tourists and
visitors in all their glory, from historic sites to architectural landmarks,
and everything in between. The planned events will be conducted in
coordination with tourism and travel agencies, offering a wide variety
of unexpected unique cultural experiences.
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Five Hundred Years of Islamic Calligraphy:
Masterpieces from the Sakip Sabanci Museum
Exhibition

Bahrain National Museum

Jan 19 - April 13, 2014

“Five Hundred Years of Islamic Calligraphy: Masterpieces from the
Sakip Sabanci Museum” Exhibition, held in collaboration between Sakip
Sabanci Museum (SSM) in Istanbul and the Bahrain National Museum,
illustrates Ottoman history through the lens of fine calligraphic works,
including Korans, letters, imperial documents, manuscripts, calligraphic
compositions, as well as tools and instruments used by master
calligraphers. The exhibition is a piece of Turkey right in the heart of
Manama, the Capital of Asian Tourism 2014.

The founder of Sakip Sabanar Museum (SSM) was the late Sakip
Sabana, one of Turkey's leading businessmen. In the 1970s he began
to collect the works of Turkey’s leading artists and foreign painters
who worked for the Ottoman sultans. His collection have traveled

to major museums and exhibitions in Europe and the United States
since 1989. In 2002, Sakip Sabanar donated his historical mansion

to Sabanar University to use as @ museum where his collection can
be displayed according to modern academic standards and reach
audiences of all ages.
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Art Market

QOutdoors festival

Bab Al Bahrain

The second weekend, monthly (from Thu to Sat)

Art Market is art unleashed. Located in an open aesthetic space
near Bab Al Bahrain, the event showcases innovative artistic works
and products made by creative artists and entrepreneurs. The
event, held every second weekend of each month for the entire
year as part of the “Year of the Arts” celebrations, showcases a
wide range of innovative artistic products, including paintings,
handicrafts, furniture, accessories, graphic design artworks,
woodworks, prints, photographs, and much more.

In addition, music concerts and family-friendly activities will also be
held in conjunction with the exhibits, allowing visitors to shop and enjoy
the shows around them.
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Bab Market

Outdoor Festival

Bab Al Bahrain

The last weekend of every month (Thursday, Fri and Sat)

BAB market once again at Bab al-Bahrain Mall to give aspiring local
artists and entrepreneurs a platform to showcase and sell their goods
and wares. Held in collaboration between the Ministry of Culture and
Bahrain Real Estate Investment Company (Edamah), Bab market is

3 contemporary outdoor festival organized on the last weekend of
each month in which community can come together to experience
art, culture, food, and entertainment as well as to promote tourism
to the historic BAB al-Bahrain and surrounding souk area. The
atmosphere of the Manama Soug and the Bab al-Bahrain will be
revived with live music, performance, theatre, food vendors, public
workshops, onsite pop-up art galleries, and kid-friendly programs.
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Spring of Culture

Festival

Different Venues

February 27th - April 14th, 2014

This year's Spring of Culture Festival is all about tourism, featuring
cultural events of all kinds and types, from music, to drama and art, all
of which open new doors for intercultural dialogue.

Commencing at the end of February, the festival this year is bigger
than ever, yet closer to the community than ever before. With
something for everyone, the events revolve around the theme of joy.

More details on the lineup of cultural events is available on the festival's
official website:

www.springofculture.org
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Japanese Makie Exhibition
Exhibition

Bahrain National Museum
March 2 - April 6, 2014

Japanese makie has a history of about 1300 years and is today
considered the best in the world. At first, the Japanese made makie
ritual objects for the Emperor, noblemen and monks. However, makie
goods for commoners were also produced from the 16th century
onward and it soon became indispensable for daily life. Still today,
makie technique has permeated daily life and can be found on
chopsticks, bowls, dessert plates, trays, writing boxes, food containers,
tables, Inro (container for seals or medicine), and combs.

One of the reasons that the Japanese could make such significant
makie works is that Japanese feudal lords patronized lacquer artists
which gave them high status and strong financial support and so they
endeavored to create the best sword sheaths, Inro and writing boxes
for their lords. Makie also had an important role in the Japanese tea
ceremony. The samurai who ruled Japan during Momoyama (1573-
1615) and Edo (1615-1868) periods held fine tea caddies and bowls

in high regard. Because of this patronage, they elevated makie from
common utensils to art.

This first exhibition of makie traces the four hundred years of history of
the makie art form
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16th Book Fair

Book Fair

Bahrain International Exhibition and Convention Centre
March 27 - April 6, 2014

The 16th Bahrain International Book Fair, held from 27 March to 6

April 2014, is one the biggest cultural events of the year in Bahrain,
showcasing the latest publications from publishing houses, libraries,
government agencies, embassies, and cultural organizations, and
encompassing a broad spectrum of topics and interests, all under one
roof. This year's book fair has many surprises planned as part of the
“Year of the Arts” celebrations, in collaboration with Egypt, the featured
country in this year's edition.
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22nd Annual Heritage Festival
Festival

Bahrain National Museum

April 4 - 18, 2014

The 22nd Annual Heritage Festival will have a different format for this
year, as part of the “Year of the Arts’ celebrations. The chosen theme,
"Weaving and Colors”, will showcase the art, tools, and techniques
used in traditional Bahraini textiles. The festival will be held under the
patronage of HM King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa as it has been since its
launch in 1992, underlining His Majesty’s keen interest in reviving and
preserving Bahrain’s rich heritage.
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Sea Film Festival

Movie Screening

Cultural Hall

Date to be announced later

The inaugural edition of an all-new annual film festival in Bahrain linked
to Bahrain's historical, geographical, cultural, and social status. Through
this event, the Ministry of Culture seeks to create a film movement on
the local and GCC level by encouraging the youth to produce short
films. The event will screen films produced in the past two years which
have the sea as a central theme, in addition to screening some classic
films about the sea from cinema history

The program also includes a seminar on the sea and the cinema
featuring prominent critics, artists and authors, as well as the launching
of several cinema-related publications.
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Recreational purpose
Exhibition

Bahrain National Museum
April 15 - August 15, 2014

‘Recreational purpose”is a collaborative photography exhibition
commissioned by the Ministry of Culture on the occasion of Manama,
Capital of Arab Tourism 2013. Five Bahrain-based photographers,

as well as six photographers from across the Arab World invited to
Bahrain, were given free reins to photograph the country from their
point of view, resulting in 11 personal and subjective readings of the
local urban and natural landscape, with many interpretations ranging
from the romantic, to the somber and the orchestrated. The diversity
of the resulting photographic portfolio questions the potential and
assets of cultural tourism in Bahrain.

Participating artists:

Taysir Batniji, Hrair Sarkissian, Wed AbdulJawad, Steve Sabells, Jamasl
Penjweny, Nicene Costentini, Camnille Zakharia, Eman Ali, Ghada Khunyji,
Waheeda Malullah and Haya Al-Khalifa.
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Modern and Contemporary Saudi Art, The Al-Mansouria Collection
Exhibition

Bahrain National Museum

October 26 - Dec 31, 2014

The Ministry of Culture of the Kingdom of Bahrain, in collaboration
with Al-Mansouria Foundation for Culture and Creativity, will hold a
special exhibition entitled "“Modern and Contemporary Saudi Art, The
Al-Mansouria Collection” at the Bahrain National Museum.

Al Mansouria Foundation for Culture and Creativity was founded in
1999 by HRH Princess Jawaher bint Majed bin Abdulaziz as a non-
profit organization devoted to art, artists and the creative spirit in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Arab World.

Al Mansouria’s contemporary art collection is the result of thirty years
spent acquiring distinguished artworks from paintings, sculptures,
compositions and art books, many of which are considered veritable
artistic treasures by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. This collection
documents innovative Saudi artists and their various work periods from
the late 1960's to present day, a period that marks the evolution of the
Saudi contemporary art movement.
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Bahrain Summer Festival
Festival

Bahrain National Museum
September 2014

The Bahrain Summer Festival is a dazzling multi-cultural showcase
that speaks many languages yet is understood by all. The month-long
event features various cultural, artistic, musical, and intellectual events
by performers from around the world that celebrate joy and hope.

As always, Nakhool and Nakhoola City will be home a wide array of
family-friendly and interactive cultural activities.
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Taa Al Shabab Festival
Festival

Varied Venues
September 2014

Ta'a Al-Shabab is a cultural festival run by young volunteers which
focuses on a wide range of cultural pursuits, including reading,
architecture, literature, fine arts, visual and performance arts, music,
film, technology, among others. The festival seeks to bring culture
and intellectuals out from their comfort zones into the theater that is
Bahraini social life. Ta'a Al-Shabab wukk hold its seminars, lectures,
workshops, and exhibitions on the streets, in shopping malls, alleyways,
homes, sidewalks, cafes, beaches, and public parks, with the aim

of engaging the public and community residents, partner with the
community in producing and receiving culture and art, and experiment
with the influence each has on the other.

As it does every year, the festival will host an elite group of authors,
artists, intellectuals, and Arab and international media personalities,
who will, in turn, discover Bahrain through the eyes of its youth, and
get to know the positive strides by Bahrain to empower the youth.
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The 23rd Bahrain International Music Festival
Festival

Varied Venues

October 2014

The 23rd edition of the Bahrain International Music Festival, which
will kick off in early October, features an exciting lineup of Arab and
international singers and musicians. Ranging from solo artists to full
ensembles, the performances represent diverse musical styles, such
as classical oriental and western, opera, and even modernist musical
movements, the shows are like passports which enable audience to
experience other cultures and worlds
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India through the Lens
Exhibition

Bahrain National Museum
September 1st - Dec 31, 2014

‘India through the Lens”is a special exhibition by two of India’s
most famous photojournalists, Raju Rai and T.S. Satyan, as well as
two contemporary international photographers who have created
significant bodies of work on the subject of India, Karen Knorr and
Maimouna Guerresi.

The 20th century work of Rai and Satyan communicates the life

of the Indian populace post-independence - from street scenes to
historic events, and from the common man to portraits of prominent
figures. The 21st century work of Karen Knorr and Maimouna Guerresi
meanwhile delves deeper with this documentary representation of
the country, using staged events, manipulations and constructions to
explore the religious, cultural and visual heritage of India, to show how
this is communicated in the visual arts in the present day.

This exhibition will demonstrate the rich history of photography in

India and explore the shift in representation from the 20th century to
present day in how cameras have been used to respond and comment
on the country’s unique cultural and aesthetic identity.
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Manama Doesn’t Sleep
Festival

Bahrain National Museum
December 15, 2014

A cultural phenomenon the likes of which the Arab world has never
seen. Held in Manama, the second edition of the "Manama Doesn't
Sleep” Festival will kick off in mid-December with 12 non-stop hours
of cultural events and activities that conclude the next day. Planned
events include art and music shows, exhibitions, tours, meetings,
literary and cultural meetings, historic site visits, nighttime movie
screenings, and other activities designed to bring local and international
experiences in one cultural melting pot.
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Closing Ceremony
Ceremony

Bahrain National Theater
December, 2014

Manama, the first-ever Asian Capital of Tourism, concludes another
year with its everlasting message of joy with an extravaganza unlike
any other, with artists from across the continent coming together to
showcase their cultural heritage through music, song, and dance in one
dazzling showcase.
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