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Qal’at Al-Bahrain through the Ages
Aninteractive art installation project
by Marie-Frangoise Rouy and Luc Martinez
Artists: Chiharu Shiota and Marie-Frangoise Rouy

Composerand Sound Designer: Luc Martinez

Qal'at Al-Bahrain site
26 April 2014 — 30 April 2015
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Conceptand scenogrpahy: Marie-Francoise Rouy and Luc Martinez
Texts and design: Marie-Francoise Rouy

Composition and Interactive Sound Design: Luc Martinez

Guest Artist (Threads of Memory): Chiharu Shiota

Execution: Oger International

Sculptures: Atelier Adess (France)

Metal and glass works: Influence Metaal (France)
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Qal’at Al-Bahrain through the Ages is an interactive art installation project, conceived
by French artist Marie-Francoise Rouy and French composer and sound designer
Luc Martinez, with Japanese guest artist Chiharu Shiota.

The scenography aims to enhance the visitors’ experience of Qal’at Al-Bahrain site
and raise awareness about its historical significance and value. The project consists
of six engraved-glass steles and three art installations.

The steles, placed in the lower courtyard of the fort, introduce the visitors to the
history of the site and its historical development through the ages.

The three installations (Enki's Well, Madbasa and Threads of Memory), placed in
different rooms of the fort, represent an artistic interpretation of the site using cutting-
edge technologies.
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ENKI'S WELL
Artist and Visual Design: Marie-Francoise Rouy

Composition and Interactive Sound Design: Luc Martinez

In Sumerian mythology, land and sea were thought to float on top of a freshwater
ocean called "ApsQ”. This subterranean ocean was the foundation of the world,
home of the gods and the source of seas and rivers. It was watched over by Enki, the
Mesopotamian god of fresh water and wisdom.

The famed Mesopotamian legend of “Enki and Ninhursag” explains the Creation of the
World and relates that Enki bestowed water upon the Land of Dilmun (ancient Bahrain).

The meaning of the word Bahrain - literally “the two seas” in Arabic - refers to the
seawater of the Arabian Gulf and the sea of fresh water springing up through artesian
wells which resulted in Dilmun’s wealth and luxuriant vegetation.

“Let the Sun make water rise up from the gates of the Earth (...)
Let Dilmun have abundant water to drink
Let the saltwater wells become freshwater wells”...

(Extract from a Sumerian text)

This reconstructed well recreates the connection between “the two seas” of Dilmun
and is both an offering to the god Enki and an artistic interpretation of this legend.
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MADBASA
Artist: Marie-Frangoise Rouy

Composition and Interactive Sound Design: Luc Martinez

The Madbasa was an integral part of traditional and domestic crafts in the Arabian
Gulf and was still used until recently to produce date molasses — a traditional
sweetener - in Bahrain.

Parallel channels were carved into the floor of a square or rectangular room and were,
usually, carefully lined with a smooth coating. Dates were piled up in bags or heaped
directly on the floor so that their juice could be squeezed out by the combined effects
of the heat and the pressure of the ripe fruit. The juice was then channelled into a
container and transferred into earthenware jars.

The earliest Madbasa discovered on the Qal’at Al-Bahrain site dates to the mid-14th
century BC. Around the mid-13th century AD, the eight Madbasas that were installed
in the Coastal Fortress on the site produced 15 tonnes of date molasses annually.
This precious and highly-reputed commodity was exported as far away as China and
brought great wealth to the island.

This installation evokes the significance of the Madbasa in ancient Bahrain and the
wealth it generated.
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“THE THREADS OF MEMORY”

Curator: Marie-Francoise Rouy
Artist: Chiharu Shiota

Composition and Interactive Sound Design: Luc Martinez

As early as the Bronze Age, the strategic geographic position of the site of Qal’at Al-
Bahrain and its exceptional natural advantages had made it one of the most important
trading posts at the crossroads from Mesopotamia to the Indus Valley.

Evidence of copper trade with “The Land of Magan” (present-day Oman) dates
back as early as 2200 BC, which coincides with the first occupation (City 1) at the
site of Qal’at Al-Bahrain. The archaeological excavations at the site have yielded an
extensive copper workshop covering over 500 mz. Indeed, copper, along with wood
and precious stones, were the main exports from Dilmun to Mesopotamia. Some
ancient texts even refer to a particular type of copper known as “Dilmun Copper”.

This work by internationally renowned Japanese artist Chiharu Shiota pays homage
to the “memory” of this copper trade which contributed to the wealth of Dilmun and
its capital, the site of Qal’at Al-Bahrain, for many centuries.
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Chiharu SHIOTA is a Japanese-born performance and installation artist who has
been living and working in Berlin since 1996. Shiota holds many distinguished prizes
and has exhibited internationally.

Chiharu Shiota is best known for creating room-filling, monumental yet delicate,
poetic environments. Central to the artist’s work are the themes of remembrance and
oblivion, dreams and sleep, traces of the past and childhood, and anxieties. Shiota
finds diverse visual expressions for these subject matters, the most celebrated of
which are her impenetrable installations of black thread which often enclose various
household and everyday, personal objects: a burnt-out piano, a wedding dress, a
lady’s mackintosh, and sometimes even the sleeping artist herself.

Chiharu Shiota belongs to a generation of young artists who have garnered
international attention in recent years for body-related art. Her education at German
art schools with Marina Abramovic from 1996 holds the key to her pictorial language;
a language - that is unmistakably oriented around the artistic solutions of the
performance and installation art of the 1970s — which was pioneered by the likes of
Abramovic, Ana Mendieta, Janine Antoni, Louise Bourgeois, Carolee Schneemann,
and Rebecca Homn.

www.chiharu-shiota.com
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Marie-Francgoise ROUY is a French artist, musician, designer and adviser for modern
and contemporary art collectors with an extensive 20 years experience in marketing
and communication (L’Oréal, French TV channel TF1, Italian Fininvest group, the
Austrian Wolford etc). Rouy comes from a family of musicians — which includes Swiss
composer Arthur Honegger, and is a musician herself, having studied both piano and
vocals at the Conservatory of Music in France.

Artist Marie-Francoise Rouy initially worked with concrete before branching out to
other materials such as glass, fabric, alabaster, stone, etc. She uses these media
to print her own photos, frequently exploring her favourite theme: Writing; the
universal sign of human communication. Her works have been exhibited in France,
Belgium, Italy and Spain, and also featured in public (Spain, Italy, Bahrain) and private
collections (Europe, the United States and Morocco).

Marie-Francoise Rouy collaborated with a number of artists on large-scale multimedia
installations featuring cutting-edge technologies, for public spaces, museums, and
even private residences. Together with Luc Martinez, she has designed multimedia
installations such as “Le Manifeste du Surréalisme” and “Mural” - an homage to the
great Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwich.

www.mf-rouy.com
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Luc MARTINEZ is a French composer, multi-instrumentalist, sound designer and
new media artist. He conceived and realised the sound design for more than 20
museums and large exhibitions in France and abroad; World War | Museum (Meaux
2011), Charles de Gaulle Memorial Museum (2008), National City of History of
Immigration (Paris 2007) and the National Museum (Paris 2009).

As a digital artist, he realised new media and immersive installations such as “Mac
Luhan Parlour® (Montreal and Toronto - Canada, 2011), “Escape Velocity* With
Starck and Richard Branson (Louis Vuitton art Gallery, Paris 2007) and conceived the
interactive sound design for “Mural® in which he collaborated with Marie-Francoise
Rouy in Manama (2012).

He is also a pioneer in network realtime concerts using high bandwith, sound and
video shared between distant places — 25 cities in the world since 1992).

Luc Martinez received the “Arts Electronica” Prize in 1996 for his innovations in
interactive digital systems, and is today considered a leading specialist in new
interactive technologies dedicated to sound and music.

lucmartinez@free.fr
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OGER INTERNATIONAL is a French civil engineering company that has been
involved in many prestigious projects, including La Sorbonne University & the
Louvre Museum in Abu Dhabi, the Four Seasons Resorts in Marrakech and the Ritz
and Georges V hotel renovations in Paris. The company also partners with world-
renowned architecture firms including Foster & Partners, Snghetta, Portzamparc,
Jean Nouvel, and Frank Ghery.





