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The Capital of Arab Culture 2012
dedicates April to Heritage and hosts a
regional conference on Prehistory and
Early Civilizations in the Arab Region

Bahraims Culture Minister stresses the importance of strategic
plans for archaeological sites in the Arab world and emphasises
Palestinian archaeological sites

Under the patronage of HRH Princess Sabeeka bint Ebrahim Al-Khalifa,
Head of the Supreme Council for Women, the Ministry of Culture is
organizing a regional conference titled “Prehistory and Early Civilizations
in the Arab Region” between 28th April and 2nd May 2012 in Manama.

Attracting academics, experts, policy makers and representatives
of international organizations, the conference will aim to present the
rich prehistoric heritage of the Arab region, in the context of the World
Heritage Convention.

The conference is also scheduled to highlight the importance of
prehistoric archeological sites in the Arab region, and present successful
case studies that reflect effective management practices. The Minister of
Culture, HE Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed Al-Khalifa, has also stressed
the importance of featuring Palestinian sites in the conference due to their
importance to the region.

Representatives of Arab states will be encouraged through this
conference to establish a better representation of prehistoric sites on
each state’s tentative list. In addition, delegates and speakers will discuss
ways in which prehistoric sites can be incorporated in recent sustainable
development initiatives, to ensure their protection, whilst providing
benefits to local communities through tourism and development.

For additional information on the conference and participation, please
refer to http://www.manamaculture2012.bh/en/prehistory.
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Dr Mounir Bouchenaki is the speaker of
the month of Heritage

As the Ministry of Culture’s guest speaker during April, the Former
Assistant Director for Culture at UNESCO and Former Director of
ICCROM, the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and
Restoration of Cultural Property, Dr Mounir Bouchenaki, will give a talk
entitled ‘Protection of Cultural Heritage and Management from a Global

Perspective’ at 7pm on 30th April at the Bahrain National Museum.
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MANAMA CAPITAL OF ARAB CULTURE

The Ministry of Culture opens the
Arab Regional Centre for World

Heritage in the Capital of Arab Culture

As part of April's heritage focus and in line with the World Heritage
Convention of 1972, HE Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed Al Khalifa, the
Bahrain Minister of Culture and the Chair of the Governing Board of the
Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH), will inaugurate the
premises of the ARC-WH in Manama on 28th April 2012.

As a member of the World Heritage Committee between 2007 and 2011,
Bahrain sought to contribute further to the protection and promotion
of World Heritage in the Arab Region. To this end, an initiative was
launched to create a centre with a regional scope which eventually led
to an agreement signed by the Government of Bahrain and UNESCO in
February 2010 to establish the Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage
in Manama.

The ARC-WH is established to support the implementation of the World
Heritage Convention in the Arab States region by providing assistance,
information and support with the aim of protecting, conserving and
promoting Cultural and Natural World Heritage and building capacities.
At present there are 70 Arab sites on the World Heritage list; all of which
have been selected on the basis of having outstanding universal value
and are of importance to mankind. World Heritage sites can range from
historic cities such as Cairo to prehistoric sites such as Al-Ain and natural
sites such as the island of Socotra in Yemen.

For further information, please email: info@arcwh.org
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United Nations . Arab Regional Centre for
Educational, Scientificand . World Heritage (ARC-WH)
Cultural Organization . under the auspices of UNESCO
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The fourth book to be translated into
Arabic takes place during the month
of Heritage

Arab audiences will soon have the opportunity to read 'Witnesses to
History, Documents and Writings on the Return of Cultural Objects,'
ed. Lyndel Prott, which will be translated into Arabic for the first time
as part of Heritage month's line-up of events. Chosen due to the insight
it provides into the preservation of culture and heritage, this book will
be featured in the final publication of the Ministry of Culture due to be
published in December.
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Glow of the Pearl

The opening ceremony of the 19th Heritage Festival in the last year

Bahrain's Heritage Festival reflects on
culture and literature

While the Spring of Culture continues to engage local and regional
audiences with its events, workshops and presentations, Manama,
the Capital of Arab Culture 2012 will also examine the multiple facets
of heritage during the month of April with the 20th Heritage Festival.
Reflecting on the development of heritage as a cultural language which
binds people despite their different socio-economic backgrounds, the
Heritage Festival will celebrate Bahrain's heritage this year through a
reflection on environment, local speaking engagements, a theatrical
performance, children's events and workshops in addition to a children's
fashion show.

Focusing on the intangible features of a community's heritage through
its customs and traditions, the Heritage Festival will showcase Bahraini
poetry and traditional musical sounds while cultural situations will come
to life in the custom-built coffee house and 'grandfather's house.' These
typical neighbourhood structures will represent meeting points in which
cultural dialogue and multi-disciplinary engagement will take place. At the
coffee house, local heritage experts, Rashed Al Jowder, Yousef Nashabe
and Mohammed Jamal, will describe their experiences in the field and
in line with the theme of April and the Ministry of Culture's innovative
programme, children will be encouraged to wear traditional clothes upon
entry into the 'grandfather's house.' There, a multitude of child-focused
educational activities willensue. These include a puppet show, storytelling
exercises, a children's fashion show and related activity workshops which
allow children to engage in heritage education. Each day will feature a
different workshop — from doll making to boat design.
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MANAMA CAPITAL OF ARAB CULTURE

Local industries and crafts at the
Heritage Festival

This year, the festival features daily workshops for a week, which focus on
local handicrafts and simple industries, integral to Bahrain's history and
heritage. These include a doll-making workshop, scheduled to be held
on the very first day of the festival. Other workshops open to the public
include boat-making, paper aeroplanes, the production of girgaoun bags
in celebration of Ramadan and basket weaving.
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Manama honours its traditional
theatre within the environs of the
Heritage Festival

This year the Heritage Festival opens with a special theatrical performance
— the traditional story of 'Visgeera.' A play which sheds light on local
heritage and the lives and practices of Bahrain's different generations
within the framework of local diversity, it marks the importance of the
intangible facets of popular culture.

Depicted through the storytelling of its narrator as well as the mimed
performance of its actors, this traditional story will be evoked in different,
yet subtle ways. The show should last 25 minutes, and in order to
accommodate both Arabic speaking and English speaking audiences,
there will be two performances of Visgeera on a daily basis for a week
during the Festival — one in each language.

The performances are important not only as an account of a story taken
from popular culture, but also as an account of Bahrain's past. By evoking
the island's sea heritage, its pearling industry and the daily practices
associated with its ship builders, fishermen, basket weavers and the like
are all brought to life. Moreover, the short play sheds light on a musical
heritage which formed a fundamental component of an industry and
habitual practices for generations.

Then, from the sea the story moves to depict the desert environment of
Bahrain through the House of Poetry and surrounding animals, valued
by Arabs for centuries. Presenting the time-honoured relationship with
horses and camels - their desert companions — the many features of
the Bahraini majlis are also evoked. Finally, urban living is also portrayed
through scenes taken from a traditional Bahraini home. It is here that
audiences can observe and enjoy the most famous traditional songs and
folk dances of old, which were reserved for wedding celebrations and
special events. And it is also here that other cultural characteristics of old
Bahrain can be observed including the making of incense, embroidery
and others.
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'My Grandfather's House,’
a children’s programme

Children also have a share in the diverse programme of the capital of Arab
culture as the Heritage Festival this year aims to introduce children to the
customs and traditions of Bahrain through the setting of a Bahraini home
— 'My Grandfather's House.' Through the ensuing dialogue with popular
heritage, it is hoped that young generations will learn to appreciate their
culture and prevent its extinction in the future.

'My Grandfather's House' symbolizes the traditional Bahraini home with
its architectural design and layout, requiring that all children who enter it
wear traditional Bahraini dress in order to further evoke the atmosphere
of days gone by and local heritage. Its daily activities are varied and
engaging for its young audience who will be encouraged to partake in
the story telling sessions, puppet theatre, fashion shows and cultural
children's workshops which include doll-making, kite-making and more in
an attempt to raise awareness of Bahrain's heritage.
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Around the City

MANAMA CAPITAL OF ARAB CULTURE

The Shaikh Ebrahim Centre opens
Nuzul in the heart of Muharraq

On 2nd April, the lodging house project, or Nuzul, will be formally opened
at 7pmin a ceremony including cultural and intellectual figures. Designed
to host the visitors of both the Shaikh Ebrahim Centre and Kuwait Finance
House, Nuzul is located amidst the cultural and heritage centre of old
Bahrain - in the heart of Muharrag.

Sponsored by Kuwait Finance House, Nuzul celebrates Bahrain's heritage
and casts a light on its old homes and folklores. By maintaining the
privacy, comfort and originality of the popular neighborhoods and cultural
concourse, Nuzul is expected to reinforce tourist interest in Bahrain.
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Intercontinental Regency Bahrain - Riffa Ballroom 28th April — 2nd May Regional conference on Prehistory and Early Civilizations in the Arab Region
wlzoll glgall yyail jAro Uusl g8 Eguwl yal Vgl whdl glajmo elisdl %
Bahrain Exhibition & Convention Center Last week of April Opening of 20th annual Heritage Festival
wlzoll glgall yyail jAro Ul g8 Eguwl yal ool Joc Uiyg ’
Bahrain Exhibition & Convention Center Last week of April Heritage Festival workshops
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Bahrain Exhibition & Convention Center Last week of April Staging of Heritage Festival plays
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Bahrain Exhibition & Convention Center Last week of April Heritage Festival children's workshops
@0l digao 02012y 2 Jjd vy aliél 6
Muharraq 2nd April Opening of Nuzul
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Adjacent to the Bahrain National Museum 28th April Opening of Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage
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Bahrain National M m 30th April 'Protection of Cultural Heritage and Management from a Global Perspective
anrain Nationat viuseu Talk given by the guest speaker Dr Mounir Bouchenaki




