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Manama, Capital of Arab Culture
Hosts Local and International Designers

In line with the programme of the Bahrain Ministry of Culture, March, the month of
design, will see Manama hosting local, regional and international designers who will
share their work and experiences in an enticing dialogue reflecting culture and diversity..

Specially designed and purpose-built for March audiences, 40 Foot, Manama's newest
venue, will showcase inventive installations, exhibitions, talks and shows by the
creative designers invited to participate. Visitors will enjoy a singular experience within
the context of design wherein all their senses will be engaged by the different features
of 40 Foot. An open space, its many features include art installations by contemporary
Arab designers and artists, most of which will be presented in Bahrain for the first time,
in addition to Anonymous, a gallery and Sikka, a café designed to allow the Bahraini
and regional visitor to recollect their childhood.

Given Bahrain’s extraordinary design heritage, Manama is the perfect setting to
explore the subject, since not only does the kingdom boast Middle Eastern and Islamic
design features, but, as an important centre of trade since ancient times, it has been
subject to influences from other parts of the world for thousands of years. Today, its
strategic location means it remains a business hub, attracting international companies
and a working population from far and wide such that East meets West, old meets
new, and the traditional meets the contemporary to make the capital, Manama, one
of the Middle East’s most exciting, eclectic and impressive cities in terms of design.
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The importance of design
presented by Andrea Branzi

In its third month, the Capital of Arab Culture will oversee
the translation of 'What is Design?' by Italian designer and
architect, Andrea Branzi. This is in line with the year-long
multi-disciplinary programme of cultural engagement and
dialogue developed by the Ministry of Culture. Never before
translated into Arabic, the Arab reader will now have the
opportunity to get a glimpse into the world of Branzi and his
theories on design and creativity.
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Lebanese Style Heralded in the Capital of
Arab Culture at the Bahrain Fort Museum

Hosted by Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012, Rabih Keyrouz's subtle blend of
couture and ready-to-wear items has won him many admirers in the region and beyond.
His garments have been presented in the fashion capitals of the world to the accolade of
fashion critics. His unique fashion installation will be showcased at the Bahrain Fort Museum
on 16th March as part of the events of the month of design. Born in Lebanon in 1973, Rabih
Keyrouz studied design in France, at the fashion school run by the Chambre Syndicale de la
Couture Parisienne. In 1995, with work experience in the ateliers of Dior and Chanel under his
belt, Rabih Keyrouz decided to return to Lebanon where he founded his own fashion house.
Success after success, Maison Rabih Keyrouz was founded and his style won over the
Chambre Syndicale de la Couture Parisienne which, in 2009, in what was a first, invited him
and his very first collection to be included in the official calendar of couture fashion shows.
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"40 Foot," a Transformation of
Space into the Realm of Design

Launching on 15th March in a custom built space, especially designed
for the month of design, are a series of exhibitions by celebrated
Arab and international designers. 40 Foot, a seafront locale at the
Bahrain National Museum, which has been transformed for the design
installations of Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012 will feature a
number of innovative design and recreational concepts. Anonymous
will be introduced at 40 Foot with an exhibition of important works
amassed by leading local and regional art collectors who will remain
anonymous. Guests of the site will be invited to view the works through
the placement of masks, obscuring their facial features and identities.
Shredding guests and viewers of all social barriers, definitions and
inhibitions, the art pieces exhibited can then be truly experienced
and embraced. Also at 40 Foot, furniture installations from renowned
designers like Poliform will be showcased while fashion exhibitions
include a shoe collection by celebrated Emirati designer, Sultan
Dermaki, the garment styles of Ashi Studio and Razan Al Azzouni in
addition to a special feature to Bahraini designers, Arabulous. Other
enthralling installations featured are Faisal Samra's video installations
in addition to David Hyde's Rubikcubism art and Roger Moukarzel's
photography. They are joined by the 3D animations of Bahrain's Khalid
Muharragi, ensuring that the designers celebrated in March are a
wholesome collection of talent. Adding to the special experience is
Sikka Café, a snack house with a nostalgic aura and animations and
foods from an Arabian childhood. 40 Foot promises to be a memorable
event and commemoration of both design and Arabic styles.
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Thought provoking video

installations

Faisal Samra divides his time between homes in Bahrain, Saudii
Arabia and France. His creative energy has led him around the
world with experience gained in France, Saudi Arabia, Morocco
and Lebanon. An accomplished artist, his video art installations
in Manama, Capital of Arab Culture 2012 reflect the human
condition:

Resistance, 2010

An examination of resistance through personal conflict and
the sense of continuous pressure are reflected in Samra's
presentation. Healthy and progressive, resistance must also take
its toll.

Surviving | and I1l, 2008

By contemplating death and suicide as a means, this video
installation provides a sense of mankind's existence on earth —
the process of recreation and our legacy and that death is always
accompanied by survival.

Distorted Reality, 2005

The Distorted Reality series examines the relationship between
reality and illusion through improvisations of personalities
created by the artist's canvas as he experiments with turbans,
veils and masks.
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Bokja's Bees land in

Manama

Established by Lebanese duo, Hoda Baroudi
and Maria Hibri, Bokja combines traditions
with modern aesthetic tastes by emphasizing
craftsmanship, colour and spirituality. The
Bees installation was built by steel artisans,
using laser cut steel, hand-shaped rods and
salvaged scrap metal. Bokja's signature
vintage look is unmistakeable.
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From Architecture to Shoe
Design, Manama Hosts
International Designers

Jordanian designer — artist and architect, Sahel Al Hiyari, will
be in the Capital of Arab Culture on 29" March to give a talk
at 40 Foot, as part of the programme of events scheduled for
March, the month of design. Reflecting on his rich experiences
and cross-section of abilities, his talk promises to be stimulating
for art lovers, students and Arab audiences in general.

A graduate in both architecture and the fine arts from the
Rhode Island School of Design, Al Hiyari also holds a masters
degree in urban design from Harvard University. In 2002, he
was chosen as the first architect to participate in the Rolex
Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative, after which he worked in
the architectural office of Alvaro Siza in Portugal. Today, Sahel
Al Hiyari is the principal architect in the firm Sahel Al Hiyari and
Partners in Amman, Jordan.

Also on 24th March, the Capital of Arab Culture will be host to
a spectacular workshop on shoe making and design by the
internationally acclaimed Emirati designer, Sultan Dermaki.
Despite his youth, Dermaki's designs and creative combination
of both Eastern and Western cultures in his shoes has earned
him critical recognition in the fashion capitals of the world.
Using only the finest materials, Dermaki's shoes have a unique
character, in homage to women and their beauty.
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15t Bahrain International Book
Fair Celebrates Reading

This year, Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012 is holding the 15th
book fair in a large exhibition space, spanning over 8000mz and including
the participation of over 300 Arab and international publishing houses. The
fair opens on 22nd March and will remain open until 1st April. A number of
writers will be invited to attend on a daily basis and will provide guests with
the opportunity to meet and sign copies of their books. Taa Al Shabab
will also participate in the book fair this year in order to stir a debate about
reading within different groups in society.
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The Second Forum On Festivals In The Arab
Countries Brings Together International Experts

In coordination with the Arab Administrative Development Organisation, the Ministry of Culture will be hosting the
Second Forum on Festivals in the Arab Countries between 1st and 2nd March. An element of the programme
for Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012 and set alongside the seventh Spring of Culture, international
participation is wide-ranging and includes representatives from 23 countries including Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Tunisia, Morocco, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Libya, Mauritania, Sudan, Oman, Iraqg, Egypt, Qatar,
Kuwait, Algeria, Germany, France, Spain, the United Kingdom and Turkey. Many participants are key decision
makers and comprise Arab ministries of culture, tourism and information as well as heads of municipalities,
forum organizers, transportation companies, hospitality businesses, architects and media personalities.

Designed to foster the exchange of ideas and examine contemporary practices in an attempt to improve the
organization of festivals in the Arab world, the forum is premised on the belief in the importance of festivals to
national economies. Topics of particular importance will be a discussion on the uses of technology and social
media in the promotion of festivals as well as the coordination of organizers within Arab countries. Other topics
included in the forum programme include: the development of locales hosting festivals; the development of
financially self-sustaining festivals; best branding practices; the investment in culture for social and economic
development and job creation. Accordingly, in line with Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture's programme,
the forum will attempt to expand regional coordination and cooperation opportunities in the field of festival
development.

Educators get involved with "Jgauag phax”

Puppetry and Children travel the dl=ll sl Jga dLﬂbﬂJq—laJ
World with "Walls and Bridges" soallaagy

In coordination with the US Embassy and the Ministry of Education, the  Uiyjg (0 dcgono @dlaill &)ljg odais aus ol 8)loudl go ygleilly
Ministry of Culture has organized puppetry workshops in the Capital  aé,sul Jagu=l) gl dilngs ¥ Gl epuo Ayl aslill Jo=lI

of Arab Culture. Taking place on 13th March in the Arts Centre, the
workshops are designed to promote learning and support formal
education programmes. Between 8 and 10am, the first workshop
'Finding the Story: Puppetry to Motivate and Assess Learning Across the
Curriculum' will be an important opportunity for educators. This is then
followed by 'Team Puppet: Expressing Emotions and Actions through
Collaborative Work' between 11 and 1pm.

At the same time, as part of the Spring of Culture programme, "Walls
and Bridges," a children's puppet show will also be staged at the Arts
Centre. Targeting children between the ages of 3 and 12, between 14th
and 17th March they will embark on a world tour with a journey to Russia,
the United States and China. There will be two shows everyday - at 10
am and then at 4pm.
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Catering to All Generations
The Spring of Culture Offers Music,
Literature, Theatre and Politics

With the launch of the 7th annual Spring of Culture, the spirit and substance of cultural
exchange has been embraced in Manama as the variety of events have been designed to
bridge any gaps between intellectuals and the public.

In line with the Ministry of Culture's aim to foster cultural dialogue and embrace tourism, this
year's Spring of Culture welcomes foreign cultures through the engagement of international
musical stars including Julio Iglesias, the operatic legend, Andrea Bocelli and Um Kalthoum
re-lived and remembered through the remarkable voice of Reham Abdelhakeem at the
Bahrain National Museum. Then within the historic surroundings of Arad Fort, the Spring of
Culture hosts Angelique Kidjo and African singer Asa in addition to Bahraini band, Osiris.

Youthful and family audiences have not been neglected either with a roster of events planned
to appeal to the children amongst us. These include musical shows by Tap Dogs, Tom Tom
Crew whose hip hop performance should enthrall all and Dan Zanes & Friends. In addition,
the Kennedy Centre production, "Knuffle Bunny: a Cautionary Tale" will be showcased at
Arad Fort and a special puppet show, "Walls and Bridges," staged at the Cultural Hall.

International participation is both diverse and complementary with Korean play, "Princess
Bari" and a performance by Jody Sperling planned in honour of Loie Fuller's historic dance
spectacles. Female voices this year are notable with a series of concerts by Ghada Ghanem,
Susana Baca and Souad Massi set to both entertain and elevate.

Similarly, the Shaikh Ebrahim Centre is hosting a series of talks which should question
social and political surroundings and enable a viable dialogue between thinkers. Stripping
contemporary narratives and reviewing Arab perspectives, Mustafa Figi, lbrahim Jaber,
Sameeh Qassim and Mohammed Farhat's talks should be food for thought.

The Spring of Culture programme has been complemented by a number of inspiring
exhibitions organized by local art galleries. These include "Diversity from the Arab World," a
collection of works by selected Arab artists, and "I Am The Other," an examination of the self
in an abandoned space.

Further information can be obtained at: www.springofculture.org

MCOC_Newsletter-Mar-1_2.indd 7

i

)9a 9 an o ag=y & 9L aUl &
@ alei wllhno "limoai d9lei" (jlghisy dsyluudl
540l §8Le il jaull @uali A= dcgiio

uslaog adleill 8)ljg) duowgoll salell g lod &bl "adle il &1y" Gy sl oacgo 59
440165 wlhno A jd el d4looll (g8 48l jalkollg pualil duil j450g &yalaidl doill
sa6llg 5863l yaull auali ayeidcgiiogsayac

fusol JUs (o Gsiwgoll @igil plad] Sus iolle duda (8 dusi Il &l jagig
ol 652in 9 loijghuwly gl 650 pgils ol WS los @J-Luuw Lyl aullpghl 6)ginwwll
Gl i alpe d218 Lud Gyl 4218 Ao oo gl ulhw jouduw 8aL8g puAalagc
&yl ollg gaaus eliliail g0 walall gilisll dhall clisg wermulal gulgn &l gulholl
Arigpadl pujol 48,8 loveyis il 446,601

Ul (8l gl 1in 58 LAyl laighang laygan Lo Loyl ladio spall 0=l Juall (il
jnga Lli d8y6 a54y, &oliao &,867 Glalio Juolliw dynjuiellg dunlieiwl (jgidll (o ayasl
JA30 o)y s wuila ol i 0l 88189 Liga uinll A gye) il 944 o9l 1093 8848 Aol
Oban Gl xwai s JOU wipll &unjue JUls o wlbhlaoll o vasll diuea 59 Garius
Al pluy g pan Jaioi sljlgos uandll (o 13ac Junio &89 (518 ajul &uilan Lagyc jguing
98 £lal 90 &l 2929 Lo (o o)l xsoll Uare 98 Gy rao sl al el atdug
Guulo al=uwg L Liljgw qadlé 6ale &o dolln daiilu wlgnl 4895 ojaw Jnlglg gajuiog
G861l gy (o gp0ll diggaiig dnlall ailuwe) ald wgaylg @8leil umlpy) dudidl j4 5o Lol
duwbudlg \,uDl LLAS o yya=ll ayyadd adellg apadll abaidl (o aaell WA iy 3
Ao Wl ls pudi Los pls peaalply wilagd gle 200 (890l Gllano euwldll cuow &0
Wljaiollg wgdioll (o ras) 418 wlglai 59 clig Glgh yall g Ub pay=og walegid
a,6l61l

www.springofculture.org «5uigpsalll £dg.0Jl 6)Lj a0l wlogleoll (o Ayjoll

3/1/12 11:12 AM



Discovering the
world of Khalid
Muharraqi

One of the leading CG artists in the region,
Bahrain's Khalid Muharraqgi, exhibits
his immense creative talent through his
astounding 3D animations. Bringing a new
sense of life and encouraging his audiences
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ubdleoll Jgan to continually expand their imagination, his
S'c.shedule Of. exhibition explores the mind of this young
Events Arab talent who seeks to recreate reality.
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Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel 1% to 2" March Second Forum on Festivals in the Arab Countries
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Different Iocatlgns listed in the website 15 March - 16™ April 78 AnnuallSpring EREDitre
www.springofculture.org
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Arts Centre 13% March, 8 to 10am Workshop, Fmimg T_he Story: Puppetry to l\/IoElvate and Assess
earning Across the Curriculum
giall j4y0 s | il = gl I :Olg.i_v,u(mﬂ—l.)_osﬂl)wd?odld.o.c'hb)g ' )
Arts Centre 13 March, 11 to 1pm Workshopfor10-16yearolds, "Team Puppet: Express‘[ng Emotionsand Actions Through
Collaborative Work
* gdlagll Gyl @aio) dyall amalgll dal (load €) 7‘“:‘““““"’ (028 €) aronill ayeo aliid] .
2 .
40 Foot Seafront of the Bahrain National Museum* 15" March, 6pm Design exhibition, 40 Foot opens
Uuanl d)8 Ao o Vguylo N Jors &y <bjll ool age 6
Bahrain Fort Museum 16* March, 7pm Rabih Keyrouz fashion exhibition
(l0a8 €.) oroni uay=o wlo M-I lo 2100 guuesill glel o yase 7
40 Foot 21%t- 234 March Live show by David Hyde
. ) . Sl = gylo 11 . . . .
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Bahrain International Exhibition Centre areh - pri 15" Bahrain International Book Fair
Ul ald Wwaio clwo € yuylo rE G0yl ylalw ponold & aall puoni 9 Joc duiyg 9
Bahrain National Museum 24 March, 4pm Shoe Design workshop by Sultan Dermaki
(028 €.) oroni JAy=0 clwoV o M "pa0ll donyd" ylgisy gugi=ll ylj ayag2ull <bjll doon ol 8palao 10
40 Foot 26" March,7pm Talk by Saudi fashion designer, Razan Al Azzouni,"Idea Translation”
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Bahrain National Museurn 29% March, 7pm Talk by Jordanian architect, Sahel Al Hiyari, "Exploring the Margins
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* Open daily from 5 to 10 pm, Starting from 16% to 30 March
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