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In the Kingdom of Bahrain, each passing season brings with it familiar guests that
return year after year as they take part in the island’s vibrant cultural scene.

Now in its 27th year, the Bahrain International Music Festival, which is part of the
Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities’ year-long celebration of Muharraq as
the Capital of Islamic Culture 2018, brings together prominent musical innovators and
cultural ambassadors showcasing the deep-rooted musical heritage of the Kingdom’s
original capital, and highlights other musical genres and styles from the Arab world
and beyond.

Bahrain’s esteemed Cafe Lilou joins in the festivities once again this year with a special
and exclusive menu inspired by the Bahrain International Music Festival's featured acts,
which will be available in all branches for the duration of the festival.



10 - 31 October
Syncopation

Time: : Daily 8 a.m. -8 p.m.
Venue: Art Centre

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Exhibition

Country: Kingdom of Bahrain
Free Admission

18 October
Hussain Al-Adhamy

Time: 8:00 p.m.

Venue: Bahrain National Theatre

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Song

Country: Iraq

Tickets are sold at Virgin Megastore City Centre

19 October
Nawa: Palestinian Institute for Cultural Development

Time: 8:00 p.m.

Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Song

Country: Palestine

Free Admission

In collaboration with the Embassy of Palestine

20 October
Ismaeel Dawas Band

Time: 8:00 p.m.

| Venue: Tree of Life

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Song

Country: Kingdom of Bahrain
Free Admission



21 October

A Tribute to Mohammed Ali Abdullah
Presented by the Bahrain Music Band

Time: 8:00 p.m.

s Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Song

Country: Kingdom of Bahrain
Free Admission

23 October
Natacha Atlas

Time: 8:00 p.m.

Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Music

Country: Egypt, UK, Belgium, France

Free Admission

In collaboration with the Embassy of France

24 October
Mubarak Najem

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Venue: Bahrain National Museum Foyer

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Album launch

Country: Kingdom of Bahrain

Free Admission

In collaboration with the Office of Her Royal Highness Wife of
the King of Bahrain

25 October
Nabyla Maan

Time: 8:00 p.m.

Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Jazz/music

Country: Kingdom of Morocco
Free Admission




26 October
Waed Bouhassoun “The Passion of Poetry”

Time: 8:00 p.m.

Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Song

Country: Syrian Arab Republic, France
Free Admission

27 October
Jassim Bin Harban “The Art of Women’s Songs”

Time: 7:00 p.m.
Venue: Dar Almuharraq
~ Age:8Years & Above
Genre: Lecture and Live Show
Country: Kingdom of Bahrain
‘-‘ Free Admission




Syncopation
10 — 31 October

Time: Daily 8 a.m. — 8 p.m.
Venue: Art Centre

Age: 8 Years & Above
Genre: Exhibition

Country: Kingdom of Bahrain
Free Admission

Syncopation is a temporary displacement of the
regular metrical accent in music caused typically by
stressing the weak beat. A musical terminology that
explains how sometimes the important can be in the
weak.

Music Vocabulary has been developed with the
purpose to organize the music world, for language
is @ tool develop to regulate the societies. With that
being said, any term (musical in this case) could

be applied to other aspects of the society and the
consequences and findings could be studied through
its perspective.

In this exhibition, Syncopation, a group of Bahraini
creatives gets together Ali Hussain Merza, Maysam
AlNasser, Mohammed Haddad and Mariam AlINoaimi
present video works reflecting syncopation in our
societies. The exhibition coincides with the Bahrain
International Music Festival.










Hussain Al-Adhamy

18 October

Time: 8 p.m.

Venue: Bahrain National Theatre
Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Song

Country: Iraq

Tickets are sold at Virgin Megastore

Iraqi artist Hussain Al-Adhamy was born in Baghdad's
Adhamiya district, an important centre of the Iraqi Magam
genre of music and song. Born to a family that has long
practiced this deep-rooted heritage, he earned a High Arts
Diploma in music and song from the Iraqi Institute of Musical
Studies and his Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctorate Degrees in
Oriental and Occidental Musical Sciences from the University
of Baghdad and the Arab University of North America. He
also received an Honorary Doctorate from the Association of
Arabic Translators and Linguists in 2009. Over his illustrious
career, which spans more than 45 years, Al-Adhamy
brought the Iraqi Magam genre to audiences in more than
70 countries and received numerous medals, awards and
distinctions from festivals and artistic conferences.



Nawa: Palestinian Institute
for Cultural Development

19 October

Time: 8 p.m.
Venue: Cultural Hall
Age: 8 Years & Above
Genre: Song
Country: Palestine
Free Admission

Nawa Institute commenced its activities in 2010
with the aim of restoring the artistic memory

of the Palestinian people, focusing on the pre-
1948 era. It seeks to raise awareness about

the importance of the role of Palestine and the
Palestinian city prior the Nakba with regards to
the Arab musical renaissance of the first half of
the 20th century and refuting the Israeli narrative
that Palestine was “a land without people for a
people without a land”. It also seeks to rectify
Palestinian artistic discourse, which has long
been based solely on the folkloric aspects while
ignoring its professional or classical aspects,
thus proving beyond a shadow of a doubt that
the Palestinian city before the Nakba was in the
midst of a renaissance on par with other major
Mediterranean cities.

In collaboration with
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Ismaeel Dawas Band
20 October

Time: 8 p.m.

Venue: Tree of Life

Age: 8 Years & Above
Genre: Traditional Folklore
Country: Kingdom of Bahrain
Free Admission

Ismaeel Dawas Band was established in 1935 in
Muharraq by the late Dawas bin Faraj. Early on,
the group focused on the Liwa and Tambura
genres, and its headquarters (called Al-Liwa
House, Al-Makyad or Al-Dar) was where its
members gathered every Friday evening to revive
these authentic folklore arts. Throughout its long
and storied history, the band has featured an
elite group of wind and string instrumentalists
who made it their mission to encourage the next
generation of artists to keep alive this rich folk
heritage which includes more than 40 music
genres. One of the first music groups to be
sponsored by the Ministry of Information, Ismaeel
bin Dawas Band’s recordings have been played
on various GCC radio stations, and it featured
prominently in numerous local, regional and
international events, including UNESCO events.



A Tribute to
Mohammed Ali
Abdullah

Presented by the

Bahrain Music Band
21 October

Time: 8 p.m.

Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above
Genre: Song

Country: Kingdom of Bahrain
Free Admission

The Bahrain Music Band led by the Maestro
Khalifa Zaiman will be presenting a special
tribute concert commemorating the late artist
Mohammed Ali Abdullah, one of the foremost
Bahraini singer-songwriters of all time and one
of the most famous artists who sang about

love and passion. He played a key role in
popularizing local music genres outside Bahrain
and introducing it to audiences in the Gulf and
Arab region. The late artist has many enchanting
works that are still very much alive in the
memory of music lovers, among his most famous
of which include “Kam Sana Wi Sh’hoor”, “Ya’'ni
Enti Ma Tadreen”, and “Ishgadd Ana Walhan”,
and many other songs that are rich with local
vernacular and authentic tunes.










Natacha Atlas

23 October

Time: 8 p.m.

Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Music

Country: Egypt, UK, Belgium, France
Free Admission

Natacha Atlas is @ Belgian singer of Anglo-Egyptian
origin. She is an icon of today’s transcultural
music, @ unique and unusual fusion artist who
seamlessly navigates between different styles,
intermingling oriental music, pop, electro,
French song, and rap on her many albums and
collaborations. Accompanied by five outstanding
musicians, she will offer an exceptional concert
in Bahrain, her captivating personality and her
overwhelming voice. Her oriental interpretation
of Francoise Hardy’s cult song “Mon Amie la
Rose”, which charted in France, will reinforce
this immersion that Natacha offers us, through
a concert that promises to be magical and
unforgettable.

In collaboration with
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Mubarak Najem
24 October

Time: 7 p.m.

Venue: Bahrain National Museum Foyer
Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Album launch

Country: Kingdom of Bahrain

Free Admission

Prominent artist and son of Muharraq Dr. Mubarak
Najem is considered to be one of the most respected
composers in Bahrain and the Arab world, having
numerous successful pieces of music and notable
achievements to his credit for which he was honored
in dozens of local and international forums. He
began composing music when he was just 13 years
old, and is widely credited with transforming the
Bahrain Police Band into an internationally-renowned
powerhouse, developing for it @ unique style and
military music pieces that are well-known both locally
and internationally. He is also considered to be one
of the leading experts on folk music, having written
and composed extensively in this field. The way he
transformed orchestral Bahraini songs recently led

to an unprecedented shift in the Bahraini society’s
artistic scene, in addition to the Gulf and Arab
societies. His transformation acted as a powerful way
of motivation to stimulate creativity within the local,
Gulf and Arab scenes.

In collaboration with










Nabyla Maan

25 October

Time: 8 p.m.

Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Jazz/music

Country: Kingdom of Morocco
Free Admission

The youngest Arab and African artist to perform
at the Olympia Music Hall in Paris, Nabyla Maan’s
musical performance is an exciting unexpected
musical trip that takes listeners around the world
of Moroccan Arab Andalusia music, albeit with a
fresh approach based on merging Jazz harmonies
with these very traditional styles. With a band that
includes both traditional and modern instruments
(traditional Moroccan violin, guitar, drums, etc.)
Nabyla’s musical performance is a true expression
of universality of music where Arab Andalusia
musical scales merge with Jazz harmonies and
where “takasim” playfully interact with Jazz
improvisation.



Waed Bouhassoun
“The Passion of Poetry”
26 October

Time: 8 p.m.

Venue: Cultural Hall

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Song

Country: Syrian Arab Republic, France
Free Admission

Apart from being a vehicle of history and moral
values, Arabic is undoubtedly a language of poetry.
The two have always been associated with each
other, for Arabic poetry was specifically produced
to be sung. This language has been a lifelong
obsession for the singer Waed Bouhassoun ever
since her upbringing in a small village in southern
Syria. She is an artist who tirelessly seeks new
artistic knowledge and different forms of expression
of this unique language. As a result, today she
boasts a long and diverse catalogue of songs, from
20th century Arab classical music to mystical and
secular love songs and Nabataean poetry.










Jassim Bin Harban
“The Art of Women's Songs”
27 October

Time: 7 p.m.

Venue: Dar Almuharraq

Age: 8 Years & Above

Genre: Lecture and Live Show
Country: Kingdom of Bahrain
Free Admission

Women'’s songs are an accumulation of a series
of sensual experiences that women in Bahrain
have undergone and later emerged as expressive
manifestations of those feelings in the form of
song, poetry and movement. These songs are
linked to the place where the women were raised
and lived, such as deserts, fields and the sea.
They are songs of marriage, weddings, first love,
welcoming back pearl divers, and raising children,
and feature interplay between song and the
spoken word, with women taking from men and
vice versa. Men internalize the worries women
express and women take on the confessions

of struggles expressed by men, each gender
verbalizing them according to their own inherent
nature. It is an immensely rich cultural heritage
discussed by renowned Bahraini academic and
researcher Jassim bin Harban, and illustrated by
a delightful live dance show.



ALONG WITH MUSIC...

Café Lilou

Music Festival
Menu

The Kingdom’s favorite renowned
café, Lilou, will be serving a
special menu at all their cafe
locations in collaboration with the
27™ Bahrain International Music
Festival from 18-27 October,
uniting the different fusions of
the musicians’ countries’.
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VENUES & CONTACT INFORMATION

CONTACT NUMBERS SOCIAL MEDIA

Hotline: 80008089 n W @

www.culture.gov.bh CultureBah

VENUES

INSTRUCTIONS tiCI I

1. Download a QR Code Reader on === visinmegasta

your smart phone from the App Tickets for Hussain Al-Adhamy are
store or Google Play. sold at Virgin Megastore and on

2. Scan the QR code of the the website: virginmegastore.me

required location.

[=].L ]

Tree of Life
https://goo.gl/maps/urMGCnptwLU2

Bahrain National Museum
https://goo.gl/maps/WcvQDxjk7Tq

Bahrain National Theatre .
https://goo.gl/maps/y9JhyV791Sq Special thanks to:

@
srtribune
NEWS OF BAHRAIN
Cultural Hall marhabﬂ
https://goo.gl/maps/cX)VIjLwzRy2 -t il Bahrair

fact.
ONEALA

Art Centre
https://goo.gl/maps/sHGFCAs6DQM2

Dar Al Muharraq
https://g00.g9l/maps/gMuoKKM6rZp
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