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A country of diversity and myriad life patterns ranging from its turquoise sea to its yellow land
forms, it has given birth to, and supported, plentiful vegetation and generations of people
journeying throughout the region.

Bahrain greets its visitors with sunshine and the aroma of its particular blend of coffee — the CLledljse e s s o2 ) il Sl

scents of saffron and cardamom rising into the air and hanging between the beautiful buildings.
Peering more closely, the postcard hides the daily scenes of mothers watching over their
children and praying for their futures.

Between its seas, the land is ploughed by farmers in bountiful areas and developed into cities
where nature has been less kind. From village to city rapid development is apace as buildings
strive to reach the sky and bystanders look to breathe in the clean air of their environment.

In Bahrain, the city smiles down on its inhabitants capturing their dreams and helping them fly.
Children and grandmothers mill about enjoying the landscape and environment from which they
take this beauty into the heart of their village. A life void without its inhabitants, Bahrain is open
and accommodating of all thought.

Composed of a series of small islands, its two waters or two seas, long the wonder of the
explorer, promise immortality and youth. Today, Manama is the Capital of Arab Tourism and
guided by one’s compass, the heart of the city is easily traversed from its old buildings to its rich
soil and life-giving waters.

And within its dynamic year as the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013, Manama splits its activities
along four seasons, giving visitors and enthusiasts something to delight with — from culture to
sport and from family fun to nature’s idyll.
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from January to March
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Cities that aren’t blessed with culture, will have no luck with
tourism either... Only a city with culture can explain itself,
interest others and change over time. And as such, it is only
the cultured city that can pose questions and answer them:
why is an old castle standing yonder? And how does someone
awaken his own humanity? And why does this paper seem so
sweet and beautiful whenever words light upon its lines?

This is Manama: a city of multilingual people, different colour
faces, fascinating architecture, transparent heritage and
engaging culture. Open and welcoming, it beckons the visitor
to traverse its streets and listen to the pounding of its heart.

The city that can untangle different languages and
expressions and greets its visitors at sunrise, is blessed
with culture and sees the various continents of the earth
represented within its environs. Sharing its culture and
exchanging this with others everyday, tourism in Manama
can only be a journey of love and passion.




Under the patronage of HRH Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa - Prime Minister of Bahrain

39

the 39th Annual Fine Arts Exhibition continues
to question traditional boundaries

Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition
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In continuation of the trajectory of the arts scene in Bahrain, the annual fine arts exhibition took place on 16th
January in the Bahrain National Museum, under the patronage of the Prime Minister, HRH Prince Khalifa bin
Salman Al Khalifa. First established in 1972, this 39th episode took place within the environs of the programme of
Manama, the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013.

Free of any particular title or artistic direction, artists’ contributions this year have been encouraged to be
as spontaneous and uninhibited as possible in order to allow for a wide-ranging artistic and cultural debate,
unconfined by any formal restrictions or boundaries. Full artistic expression will be showcased unhindered for
local audiences.

This year, the fine arts exhibition acted as an innovative form for debate in which the different artistic monologues
will have an exclusive opportunity to communicate according to the forms chosen, from calligraphy to surrealism
and abstract and modemnist representations to more traditional cultural expressions. Representing an opportunity
to highlight different schools of thought, artists’ perceptions and ideological backgrounds will be evoked freely in
order to instigate a dialogue about pluralism and artistic visions, experiences and expressions.

Tasked with assessing the most notable entries in relation to artistic talent and creativity, a specialised jury selected
the finest works both in terms of maturity and originality. Chaired by renowned Bahraini artist, Sheikh Rashid bin
Khalifa Al Khalifa, the jury boasts members: Mona Khazindar the Director General of “Institut du Monde Arabg’; Dr.
Nazan Olcer the Director of the acclaimed Sabanci Museum in Istanbul; and Dr. Galina Andreeva, artist and heritage
expert. This combination of artistic and intellectual collateral allows the expression of myriad representations and
artistic evocations to intersect in the adjudication process and critical appraisals of the varying entries.
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Mrs. Mona Khazindar

Director General of ‘Institut du Monde Arabe”

Mona Khazindar is the first woman to be appointed Director General of the Institut du Monde
Arabe, Paris. She hopes for the IMA to become a meeting point for Arab creators in addition
to its current major role in presenting Arab creativity in France and Paris.

She is also vice-president and founding member of “Al-Mansouria Foundation for Culture
and Creativity”, a Saudi non-profit cultural foundation that aims to promote Saudi and Arab
contemporary art.

A specialist in contemporary plastic art, she has been with the IMA since 1986. Before
becoming Director General she was curator of contemporary art and photography at the
Institute, responsible for the IMA’s permanent art collection.

She is the curator of many exhibitions and has contributed to numerous catalogues and
publications. She was recently appointed co-curator of the first Saudi pavilion in the 54th
edition of the Venice Biennale.

A Profile
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Dr.Nazan Olcer

Director of Sabanci Museum

Dr. Olger studied Ethnology, ancient history and history of art at Ludwig Maximilian University
in Munich, Germany.

In 1972 she worked in the curatorial department at the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art.
In 1975 and 1978 she worked as guest curator at the Museum for Ethnology in Vienna
and at the Museum for Islamic Art in Berlin. In 1978 she was appointed as director of the
Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art in Istanbul. In 2003 she retired from the Turkish and
Islamic Art after 25 years of directorship and took over the presidency at the newly founded
Sakip Sabanci Museum.

Dr. Olger is the author of many documentary films on traditional handicrafts and participated
and directed many research projects and exhibitions. She has published many books,
catalogues, and articles on carpets and kilims, the art of metalworking, museology and
cultural changes. She is member of many international institutions and recipient of many
esteemed awards. In 2003 she received the honorary doctorate title (Dr. h. c) from the
University of Bern, Switzerland for “her great contribution to the understanding of different
cultures between nations”.
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Dr. Galina Andreeva

State Laureate of Russia, Visiting Fellow of Cambridge
(1990-1991) and Yale Universities (2003):

Held key positions: at the State Tretyakov Gallery (Head of Research & Perspective Projects, 1998-
2006), the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts (Head of PR, Development, Perspective International
Projects, 2006-2008), Russian Committee of International Council of Museums (ICOM Russia/
UNESCO, Executive Director, 2008 - 2010) and the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation
(Deputy Director, International cooperation, 2010-2012).

Jury member of a number of competitions, including the Russian Union of Artists (since 2005), the
International museum festival INTERMUSEUM, ICOM Russia (for young professionals), Potanin
foundation contests “Changing Museum in Changing World”, “First Publication” (art&culture), “Art
and Sport”, Tretyakov prize for young artists, and others.

Over 25 years specializing on Russo - international artistic relations Dr. Andreeva has written and
edited some thirty books, catalogues and albums, published more than one hundred articles and
academic surveys, and curated more than 30 grand scale projects.

Awarded by medal of the Order for the Merits to Motherland (Second class), order Star of
[taly (cavalier).
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Sheikh Rashid bin Khalifa Al Khalifa

Interior Ministry Undersecretary for Nationality,
Passport and Residence affairs
Artist and Founder of Bahrain Art Society

Influenced by impressionism at the outset of his artistic journey, Sheikh Rashid drew images
of nature, specifically desert scenes in intricate detail that illustrated their uniquely Eastern
charm. Subsequently, he incorporated metaphor and then abstract art throughout the
nineties in artistic representations that combined nature landscapes and the human form.
In an age of experimental art, Sheikh Rashid endeavored to devise a set of technical three-
dimensional works that can erection away from any carrier. Stumbling upon the concept
of convex paintings utilising multiple tools such as cloth and Japanese wood and polish.
Of the most important exhibitions he showed his works in was, “painting convex: a new
perspective” which he described as: “the illusion of convex imagery gave my painting a new
perspective that extended far beyond the traditional perspective, helping take the viewer
into the painting, which operates a bridge between the viewer and the artwork.» His works
were displayed as a series of artistic expressions highlighting overlapping movements that
reveal depth in every corner.
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designed by the French company La Meduse lgis yoetll syl iy > «digltimnll csulgh cale
is installed in a pavilion designed by PAD T ) o )
architects. The pavilion is a free stranding
structure built within a larger courtyard of
the Riffa Fort and is designed to highlight the
historical architectural features of the Fort. In
addition to the permanent exhibition, the Fort
will also host a café with a terrace overlooking
the Wadi Al Hunaynyeh.

NSy iguall ddyplay 1> (o limg M| gy Gisxd> G caxiy csll el
o\ Wi L IA0) ARl 8o gl 6yl Cudyc cal gidgoxyl culgy
Uyl gl 2 wall Cyaiidl el dayyell dylon Akl aluolal
BULSI «CSUILS AW jo>» CLilsUl culs> .. dradlall & jluadl 1T cale masadls
oJl oJipgdl 2yl endiang cnien JM> R godlasdl ay ol el
6 RLEIINIG sl RuBIg0 COUUSIWY cl>) cné auilio il el caliswo
o)l ddlagdl podl cuy=d eadl d=>luwl doliv Jeoiw LS daguiul dyy=xill
R Gupdiellg csuladlg ive il cnd cnibogll (uyoel 2 jun cale cagll

«awolall d>ludl Juao» AT - | pliy jauls

AR (NS O DISS (> Lo Al U85 2R 98 «gilgox »
oy csdl oMl ailug a5 ¥ il 635l diuasdiny <9yc .giilo cagull
abga cJl (oo (an s clac3l wgi d>jlelg dsdguadl dileds |, jile <

-asi=> ol aduayly

First performed in 1851, the famed lItalian opera and tale ol 215U Cniddljlo Ligiu i€ Ujlo dusuul 094
of love and sacrifice by Guiseppe Verdi, Rigoletto, will be

showcased at the Bahrain National Theatre on 19th and 21st
January within the Cultural Tourism segment of the year-long
programme of the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013. Considered
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the first of the operatic masterpieces by Verdi during the latter
half of his career, this is the first Italian opera to be staged in the
newly opened theatre.
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Rigoletto is a court jester for the Duke of Mantua and is known . .
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for his mockery and unforgiving tongue, a trait which brings
him many enemies who seek his downfall. When a curse
befalls him, the opera reflects on love and fate.

This version of Verdi’'s popular opera is directed by Maria
Cristina Mazzavillani, the founder and director of ltaly’s
Ravenna Festival (which she established in 1990). This summer
festival of opera and classical music, dance and exhibitions, is
held in the city of Ravenna every year and is designed to raise
the profile of music and art within one of Italy’s most distinctive
architectural monuments.
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Reflecting on the rich Saudi experience in tourism, HRH Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin
AbdulAziz Al Saud, the President of the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities, will
be speaking in Manama, the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013. This notable first engagement and
lecture within the agenda for the season of Cultural Tourism, the first quarter of the year-long
programme for the Capital of Arab Tourism, will examine recent trends in the Saudi experience
ranging from the different investment challenges to the development of the country’s natural
facets. Launching the first season under the title “Tourism Enriches,’ this exclusive public talk
will take place in the Bahrain National Museum.

Topics for discussion will include the understanding of tourism and the particular needs and
restrictions of the location in question in addition to religious sanctity and the heritage features
particular to the Arabian Gulf region with an emphasis on the Arabian Peninsula. By reviewing
the many regional similarities and the particular Saudi experience — challenges and solutions — it
is hoped that important lessons in tourism and its interaction with foreign visitors will be learned
for the surrounding locale in addition to reflecting on the infrastructural areas for improvement.

Of particular note is the diverse background of HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman Al Saud who is
a former Royal Saudi Air Force pilot and the first Arab to travel in space, having flown aboard
the STS-51-G Space Shuttle mission as a Payload Specialist. He is also a founder of the
Saudi Aviation Club and continues to serve as the Chairman of its Board of Directors while
continuing to oversee the work of the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities. With a
MA in Social and Political Science from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Social Affairs,
University of Syracuse in the United States, his interests have led him to participate in a number
of noteworthy initiatives ranging from community development to research into disabilities and
architectural heritage, earning him widespread local and international recognition.

As such, in 2003 he was awarded an Honorary Plaque as one of the leading personalities
in the Arab tourism sector during the Arab World Tourism and Travel Exhibition in Lebanon.
More recently, he received the award for Best Electronic Government Application in the Arab
World, in 2007 in addition to the tourism prize for Electronic Media, which was awarded in the
Jordanian capital, Amman.
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Japanese Dolls at the Capital of Arab Tourism
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The Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 launches

on the 25th February Ibn Battuta's dream
comes to life in Manama of the Arab world
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The heart of travel and tourism, on 25th February Manama will celebrate Arab
tourism as the ministers of Arab tourism descend on the Bahraini capital for
a special meeting. Marking this day with beautiful festivities, the impact of
successive civilizations on Arab culture and thought will be examined as the
collective Arab memory is tracked and celebrated.

In line with this important occasion, the Bahrain Ministry of Culture attempts to
improve Arab Tourism by declaring 25th February to be the Arab Day for Tourism
henceforth. At the same time, the day will mark the official launch of Manama,
the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 following the public announcement which took
place on 27th September 2012 in the historic Bab Al Bahrain area, coinciding
with the incidence of World Tourism Day. For this important occasion, the Ministry
of Culture will commemorate the dreams of the world renowned Arab traveller
and explorer, Abu Abdullah bin Mohammed Al-Lawati Al-Tunji Ibn Battuta, more
simply known as Ibn Battuta. Marking his birthday, which coincides with 25th
February, it is hoped that Arabs will be encouraged to emulate the curiosity of
this famed traveller who shied away from no adventure, embraced the nations
he visited and readily engaged in a cultural exchange with all.

This initiative represents a historical reflection on the nature of inter-Arab travel
and communication. At the same time, it embodies a collectively agreed belief
in the importance of Arab tourism and the attempt to revive it - restore Arab
civilizational discourse and understanding, aid in the development of parallel and
complementary economies, societies, polities and cultures.
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Integral to Japanese cultural and social practice has been the development
and maintenance of dolls throughout the different generations. Produced in
varying sizes and shapes since ancient times, Japanese dolls are a reflection of
their nation’s customs and traditions in as much as representative of a need to
invent and keep beauty, and by extension, joy, in one’s surroundings.

This year, during the cultural tourism season of the Capital of Arab Tourism
2013 programme, in cooperation with the Japan Foundation and the Japanese
Embassy in Bahrain, Manama plans to host an exhibition — ‘Japan’s Dalls,” in
the Bahrain National Museum between 10th February and 2nd March. While
the exhibition will feature a dazzling array of art forms in the dolls, it nevertheless,
evokes Japanese national culture and identity.

Labelled the «kingdom of dolls» due to its cultural richness and history of doll-
making and manufacture, Japan continues to produce a variety of goods
and child-friendly tools. Japanese dolls are distinctive both in terms of their
production and calming appearance. The more striking versions may mix a
variety of elements — wood, a white lacquer made from ground oystershell
and rich textiles.

Japanese festivals have played a key role in promoting the culture of dolls
within society while the manufacture of the dolls themselves has developed
into a competitive and distinguished art form. Today, contemporary trends
have developed in their design and manufacture which build on the traditional
fashions, but have found widespread popularity amongst local and foreign
collectors. In addition, Japan's participation in exhibitions and cultural
exchanges with over 130 countries in recent years has helped promote
local heritage throughout the world. The Japan Foundation has played a
fundamental role in this regard, organising oversees trips and exhibitions for the
Japanese visual and performing arts, celebrating Japanese cultural traditions
and products with the world.
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A landmark building overlooking the unique history of Muharrag
and forming one of the buildings listed in the 3.5km pathway and
World Heritage Site (recorded by UNESCO in late June 2012),
‘Pearling: Testimony of an Island Economy,” the fort will house a
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InFebruary this year, Manama Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 will be hosting a series of workshops
entitled ‘How to write a novel?’ following on from the introductory writing workshops of July
2012, which were held within the programme of Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture last
year. Focusing on writing techniques and principles, the workshops will be spearheaded by
Lebanese novelist, Najwa Barakat.

Barakat’s creative writing workshop is an extension of her long term literary initiative — Mohtaraf
how to write a novel - for literature, theatre and cinema which she launched in 2005 within
the framework of the programme for «Beirut, World Book Capital» and in cooperation with
the Lebanese Ministry of Culture, who funded the project. Exploring creative potential, the
workshops aim to improve writing styles and empower local talent with the different products
lined up for publication and distribution.

Barakat has been the mentor for a group of young Arab writers who have benefitted from
her expertise and developing their writing skills. From Bahrain, six youths participated in the
first session, and were able to together draft an initial framework for a novel. Accordingly, this
project will be continued within the programme of Manama, the capital of Arab tourism 2013
and at its completion, two of the participants will be chosen to join the six writers who were
selected from among 174 applications from across the Arab world. The workshop will continue
for about a year until the completion of the novels by the participants, after which the winning
work will be published.
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visitor's centre. Marking the maritime entrance point to the trail
and site from the Bahrain National Museum, the visitor’s centre
stands on the last remaining coastline of the Sea of Muharrag
where it will evoke the pearling history of the island. The centre
and fort will mark a bridge between Bahrain’s oyster beds and
marine habitat and the pearl fisheries located towards the north
of theisland.
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Enkiru: a cultural journey throughout Bahrain
- The story of ancient civilisations
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A children’s character inspired by the god of sweetwater, Enki, of the ancient civilisation Aaslall dawle drliadl JW> «gukily Gl csJl ULl Juxs

of Dilmun, was developed at the Bahrain Fort Museum as part of a children’s education  clol> dia cale Uaile laxio (oS Af -\ [ slel dyel
programme. Targeting 7-11 year olds, Enkiru seeks to teach children about the civilisation of  cslc waiei  ailugllg d=>adl oYl calizay 6im=>n
Bahrain in a fun and realistic manner, bringing historical and archaeological concepts alive i i in)l &y y9i duauloil Cilasdlg gulaadl (w Lo J8iil 6356

addition to uncovering the findings of the period. N>y dpad2Ul Aadl>) 6J9lng (sl bl

Accordingly, the Bahrain Fort Museum provides a wide range of workshops and children’s -cyjlgp A lig dyslad
programmes which are designed to evoke the history and heritage of Bahrain, with a particular

focus on the Dilmun years. Enkiru accompanies participating children on their journey to

uncover information about the ancient period and its people — reflecting on past customs and

traditions, the prevailing religious beliefs and practices, foods, jewellery and cosmetics through

entertaining activities.

As such, during the programme of Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012 a mobile museum
was developed which toured Bahrain schools to introduce the findings of the ancient civilisation
of Bahrain to young children. An educational programme, it combined entertainment activities
and games in order to bring the period alive and formulate a stronger connection with its
character — Enkiru. An immensely successful venture, Enkiru was liked by all and the period’s
historical and cultural characteristics understood with parallels drawn with today’s Bahrain.
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Dr Valerie Lovisa is a cosmetics and perfumery consultant who specialises in
research and design, concept, formulation and the launching of new fragrances
and cosmetics. She received her Masters from ISIPCA in the scientific study
of fragrances and cosmetics products in Versailles in 2007 and earned her
doctorate in pharmacy in 2009 at Strasbourg University in France. She is very
interested in promoting Arabic perfumery as an art form and elevating it in the
public realm through education and workshop programmes.

MANAMA 2013

CAPITAL

Juall jolnell dudg
Enkiru makes an
appearance at a perfume
workshop for children
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During the season of Cultural Tourism within the programme
for the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013, young creative minds
will be engaged in a perfume workshop at the Bahrain Fort
Museum. The Enkiru Kids Club will examine the culture of
perfumes and the relationship between scents and nature
in a workshop directed by Dr Valerie Lovisa, a cosmetics
and perfumery consultant.

Scheduled to take place during February this year, young
participants will enjoy a unique sensory experience in which
they will be allowed to experiment with approximately 20
different scents in order to create their own unigue blends.
Each participant will be enabled to produce their own
miniature perfume and will take away a 10ml creation based
on their tastes and understandings.

All scents and perfumes used in this workshop are inspired
by, and derived from their Bahraini surroundings. Scents
will range from the aromas of local fruit to marine and
desert derivatives, bringing Bahrain’s unique heritage and
landscape alive for all participants.

All those wishing to register may do so via e-mail:
galatalbahrainsite_museum@hotmail.com.
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Bahrain to host ‘Istanbul Modern - Bahrain'

A traveling exhibition of
contemporary Turkish art
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which came in the wake of globalization. This movement not only created a fracture in the
established order and all forms of relationship that represented it; it also generated a tension
between what is “here and now” and the modernist tendencies rooted in the past. We began
to fully feel the effects of the pluralistic phenomenon in the 2000s, but its moment of birth was
charged with serious internal contradictions and brought about a painful transformation. This
transformation in the mutually interacting spheres of art, culture and politics, which glimmered
into being toward the end of the 1980s and became apparent in the 1990s, still continues today.
We can confidently say that the way in which many artists of today think and create has been
changed by the climate of thought which arose from this process.

rl

But this change did not start in the 2000s. This artistic transformation began in the second half
of the 1970s, emerging alongside the culture of excessive consumption created by the free
market economy which came into being after the military coup of 1980; a coup, by the way,
which the transformation in question treated critically and indeed rejected. This transformation
was affected by the shock waves that formed with the fall of the Berlin Wall, that symbol of
the cultural and political contradictions between East and West. The pluralistic and democratic
nature of the exhibitions: “New Trends” (1977), “Today’s Artists” (1980), “A Cross-Section of
Avant-Garde Turkish Art” (1984), and “ABCD” (1989-1992), plus the Istanbul Biennials, the first
of which was held in 1987, nourished this transformation. Providing a setting for diverse cultural
experiences, and undermining archetypal representations of nation-identity, this pluralistic
phenomenon was at the same time affected by the vibrations of the new type of life and thinking

“Istanbul Modern — Bahrain” is a selection from the contemporary and photography collections
of Istanbul Museum of Modern Art, Turkey’s first private museum to organize modern and
contemporary art exhibitions. Gathering together 244 works by 94 artists from different periods,
the exhibition focuses on contemporary themes such as imagination, identity, the body and
the social-political discourses surrounding it, promises of a happy future, present-day political
tensions, the interdisciplinary nature of visual culture, and the sanctification of life. “Istanbul
Modern — Bahrain” is the latest in a series of shows that istanbul Modern has held in major cities
since 2009. While describing Istanbul as a “new continent” at the center of the contemporary
art world, the exhibition scrutinizes the dynamics of transformation and change that have taken
place in contemporary Turkish art from the 1970s to the present day.

It was as if they’d discovered a new continent, when the global world of art and culture found
Istanbul in the 2000s. The contemporary, mainly European view of this region, which dates back
thousands of years, is that it is vital and dynamic enough to justify every sort of “post” prefix. From
its nightlife to its street life, from its museums to its alternative artist collectives, Istanbul is living
through a period in which culture and tourism mingle and intertwine. As in the last days of the
Ottoman Empire, Istanbul is now a place where countless foreign artists set up studios and create
new webs of relationships. Seen by sociologists and cultural scholars as an “appetizing feast”, this
city resembles a new continent where countless discourses co-exist and dance together.
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Manama, the Capital of Arab Tourism
2013 presents itself as a Premier Tourist
Destination in Berlin
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Between 6th and 10th March this year, the capital of Arab tourism will participate i
in the International Tourism Exchange, or ITB Berlin, the world’s leading travel ~ J9L>d LS .dduasll aaducjg Axilelnig aael>l ade
and trade show. An international city and crossroads for the region, Manama’s s>l aléiuvay Uil O .Ciasdl i ¢ad mis)live Jys
participation presents an important opportunity for a showcasing of the zljuiwl cnd vl B Balles joua>l cljlilig
country’s multi-faceted heritage, pluralistic nature, tourist offerings and cultural (55 00805 aul asdi csil casyall o .clball @ilglas
background within the season of Cultural Tourism — the first quarter of the

. ) i ) .dyy<allg cujuadl  duluwidl =919 )9
innovative programme for the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013.

Spearheading this initiative, the Ministry of Culture will seek to draw international “a=t ol gy doyor ol el OUbZ! Juod >

interest to Bahrain as a tourist destination with a leading and world-class port. /2l J9=> Bwolieg daluwll delial gasd usl el
Highlighting its dynamic civilizational history, many landmarks and heritage sites, <blS J< o Joul o wa=ll @lclai cdlal o cndilig
the Ministry hopes to lure foreign audiences towards the road leading to Bahrain.  (caxs diclaimdlg dialaisdlg cjlaiiwdl Cilasdly el

ITB Berlinis the world’s leading travel trade show, bringing together trade visitors, S Al syl Lacly e

exhibitors, media personalities and international visitors in the tourism industry.
An important business prospect for destinations, tour operators, carriers, hotels
and the like, ITB Berlin also provides guests with a special opportunity to learn
about the world both in terms of investment and economic information as well as
social and cultural histories.
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The 8th annual Spring of Culture

heralded within the Capital of Arab
Tourism Programme
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Launching in March, this year Bahrain celebrates its annual Spring of Culture within the year- B G0 2liod wwi A l9 duolo Wle uo>9

long programme of Manama, the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013. Accordingly, the festival brings LI gluog Gualicdl (u Lo ilwg gl of Ayl O3
with it a cultural dialogue with a tourist slant, presenting music, song, theatre and intellectual A9 1539 LN (s csl> 1wl .l amliud cyp il Cus>
debate in a forum which seeks to invite local, regional and international guests to participate. o8l dmpulls il {9y s .ddl | db | e yAll

In its eighth season, the festival is dedicated to the collective by seeking wide community .cuysall gf cuidll deinllg il G Lo causl cale
involvement and dialogue. By bringing different social and cultural ideas forward to Bahrain

audiences, it is hoped that the festival will minimise the social divisions brought about by (8 6gcu aidgedig dacgils <y (limadl aoliy ¢l
geographical differences and linguistic boundaries. Embracing the varying identities of all

participants, the festival aims to bring people together by highlighting similarities, irrespective T . 4 T
of backgrounds through art and intellectual understandings. ~Auwlg dstadlg Jlasrl Glogas gyl g i<l lillg

K3 adMig Jull cunyog cigeuill (jgisg culolalig iy

The diversity of the festival programme this year represents an invitation for the gathering of
civilisations whereby audiences will enjoy the opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences
and learn about the intellectual underpinnings of different nations. The home of beauty,
culture and peace, the Ministry of Culture is always proud to organise the Spring of Culture
festival for Bahrain.

CULTURE .ORG
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'Spring of Culture’ Explores the Cultures of the
World Through Music, Theatre and More

CAPITAL
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Arad Fort will provide a stunning backdrop for Ballet Revolucion,
an action-packed performance that fuses classic ballet with
modern hip-hop dance set to classical Cuban and Latin American
beats and R&B music featuring the vocals of Enrique Iglesias,
Shakira, Ricky Martin, Chris Brown, Beyonce, and others.

Audiences can keep up to date with the latest details through the
Spring of Culture’s website (www.springofculture.org).
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Like a beautiful rose in full bloom, the ever-popular Spring of Culture finally returns in its 8th
edition to bathe the Kingdom of Bahrain in a dazzling world of color.

Set to commence at the end of March during the main cultural tourism season in Manama, the
Arab Capital of Tourism 2013, the Spring of Culture features a wide-ranging array of activities
that cater to people from all ages and backgrounds centered around the theme of “Joy”.

Audiences can expect a colorful journey that explores cultures from around the world through
songs, music, theatre, dramatic and artistic performances, and much more. Similar to previous
editions, the activities will act as a bridge that transcends borders and encourages cross-
cultural dialogue to find common grounds between nations.

Although full details will be unveiled in the press conference, Mrs. Aisha Al-Sada, the organizer
of the festival, reveals that the Spring of Culture will have a memorable concert by the Lebanese
singer Jahida Wehbe who will perform in hersoulful style songs from her latest aloum, which
contains works from Pablo Neruda, Mahmoud Darwish, Adonis, Talal Haidar, and Forough
Farrokhzad, among others. In her show, which is produced by Dick van der Harst and Philip
Toreo, she will be accompanied on stage with ganun artist Osama Abdulrasool.

Other highlights include theatrical performances by Lizt Alfonso Dance Cuba, which returns to
Bahrain to spin tales of fantasy in their musical “Amigas” performed by. Scottish group Purple
will also put on a color and exciting show will surely charm audiences.

Children will also be entertained by Lebanese theatre company “Khayal”, whose central
character Firas Al-Attas accompanies his neighbor and neighborhood kids through town to
solve the problems and issues that encounter along the way.

Erth’s Dinosaur Petting Zoo will travel through time to bring to life a world that has been extinct
for eons for a zoo experience unlike any other. The amazement is set to continue with Farfalla,
an extraordinary show that revolves around the transition from cocoon to butterfly.
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Amigas

Lizt Alfonso Dance Cuba
Date: 21st — 22nd March
Venue: Cultural Hall
Genre: Dance/musical
Country: Cuba

Minimum age: 8 years

Famed troupe, Lizt Alfonso Dance Cuba, is back in Bahrain with their
premier dance musical, Amigas. Featuring the fictional story of pop
divas Mercedes, Caridad and Regla, members of the former famous
trio Amigas, the mature and still beautiful women retell the story of how
and why they separated at the pinnacle of their careers, when they were
most popular.

Farfalle

Date: 22nd — 23rd March

Genre: Interactive Musical Atelier
Venue: To be announced

Young audiences will witness the fascinating transition of pupae into
colourful butterflies by indulging in the glowing interactive scene
themselves. A painting in movement, this magical sensory experience
unites nature with science in beauty.
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Paperbelle

Date: 26th — 28th March
Venue: Arts Centre
Genre; Theatre

Country: Scotland

Age: 2-5 years

Paperbelle likes her black and white world. She’s heard of colours, but
wants things to stay the same. On the other hand, the colours want to
play games with Paperbelle... Her world is changing — will she try to
stop it?

An enchanting theatre performance for children, schools and nurseries.
Paperbelle is a gentle and playful exploration of colour, set in a magical
world of paper.

Ballet Revolucion
Time: 29th — 30th March
Venue: Arad Fort

Ballet Revolucion, the international dance sensation, will stage their
very first performance in Bahrain after sell-out seasons in the UK and
Europe. An explosive fusion of ballet, contemporary dance and hip-hop
set against Cuban classics and modern music hits by Usher, Enrique
Iglesias, Shakira and more.

Iy

e TA - T, sl — Gyl

09idll jSye gl

o tgolll

[wilig<eul syl

Rloci(o— 1) :cuwl

BuaRuy A9 «Juw» ale cnd 1ndd uguwllg gAaudl (uigl conul J<
Bl JuAsdi @il Y] Lo da> né Jlod3l ug>gu ale (o A lg leld
duwjlany glgd3l ce )i Cus> s> ds- Wl end oS . guulic Yl adigh
Jolxiw o il o>l alle fuy «dup» ddsy cielly migléwis
couU (S il cauiii<iu ol muadley Cusll (e Glod31 Coldyl «Jypu»
lg8uiti<y i Jleuall (Say Cus>  JbSl 2 sl (itmas cldl . aiesgi csdl
1C8)9 (R Csyoew AUle CNO «upu» @R L= (lgI3l Jla-

oorwolayy adls

G . - Tl — deasl

Jiyc d=ls gl

enili «gouwglgayy agl» dsys (Wou umlex> gul>| bl g usy
vy adWwl gody ad yauniy a9 Ugt> Loye pudll (yysl ol
o\l Ailguosl (o iy bl gulus| casdy (cigs cuall) uwoleall
CN81L9RY ALl 1ol cndungR dugSIl A<l cnéuugall RAcxi
OOl IS (IO NSy Sl ol >] auSil Ciguo g R & B I
ADJLEY ALUIGY

TOURISM

B

MANAMA 2013

CAPITAL
avdy

A\ P dslall guy

Spring of Culture 2013

Jahida Wehbe
Sonata for Love

Date: Thursday 7th March
Venue: Cultural Hall
Genre: Song

Country: Lebanon
Minimum age: 8 years

In her latest album, Sonata for Love, Jahida Wehbe's lyrics are the lines
of famous poets Pablo Neruda, Mahmoud Darwish, Adonis, Talal Haidar
and Forough Farrokhzad amongst others.

With her deep and powerful voice that permeates the soul, Wehbe will
present the world premiere of Sonata for Love in Bahrain accompanied
by a sextet, conducted by the famous Qanun player Osama Abdulrasol
who supervised the album’s production, distributing it alongside Dyck
Van der Herst and Philippe Thuriot.
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Erth's Dinosaur Petting Zoo
Date: 8th — 15th March
Venue: To be announced

The dinosaurs are back! This experiential theatre performance features
amazing prehistoric creatures, from cute baby dinos to teeth-gnashing
giants in a petting zoo like no other. These lifelike recreations will
stimulate the imagination and bring the science of palaeontology to
children’s minds for days to come.
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Date: 12th — 14th March
Venue: Cultural Hall
Genre: Theatre
Country: Lebanon

Age: 7-12 years

Puppetry, shadow theatre and film are excellent educational tools to
address the challenges in children’s relationships with their friends,
parents and teachers. Through role play and visual performances,
puppetry, film and theatre can stimulate the imagination of their young
viewers and improve their interactions with their surroundings and their
motivations.

Fouad reconciles himself with his identity by creating a puppet, an alter
ego named Firas Al-Attass, or Sneezing Firas. Now able to play with his
neighbor, Katya, together they imagine solutions for the city’s problems.
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The Mahler Chamber Orchestra
entertains classical music lovers
at the Bahrain National Theatre
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Bahrain audiences will be able to enjoy the pleasure of the expert musical sounds of the ULl caduugall joma=> (o Ui=dlg ol Wis >l
Mahler Chamber Orchestra on 27th March in a special event taking place at the Bahrain = a6 (5912l ouudi (o Bio csdll pedl  us J<iiu ddgul
National Theatrg. In line with the Ministry pf Culture sm|s§|on to further cultural e>.<changes clliy cayyell duw e oilwl sauly Al Jou caliz
between Bahrain and the world, the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 programme will include X LT T
this exciting musical evening, which is dedicated to classical sounds. -caduugall coliic o gsan jub ysd dgsall

The Mahler Chamber Orchestra was founded in 1997 on the initiative of Claudio Abbado and <6 il cJl Cudyei ud ddpall i el GuDNl jusd
a group of musicians from the Gustav Mahler Youth Orchestra who wished to continue to  yjuuigal cnildgu> oo o ¥ . aimwe Cilyis s>
play together even after reaching the youth orchestrass age limit. The combined principles of
artistic curiosity and the broadest possible spectrum of repertoire, both at the highest possible . )
musical level, guided the ambitious ensemble in its founding and continue to shape its work ~ ASJllally gogall cale B>Y dsyall uclw Lan lgull
today, enabling them to travel around the world to entertain international audiences. OJlul o dipall dusill ¢l dalizall Oll>aall o

OIUOMS ol dualle Cileglnén es aily Jf elaiwl

The Mahler Chamber Orchestra is unique in the flexibility of its organisational structure. Qiieg el ol diall duusin Lo)s ) cieud Aoyl
The core of the orchestral group is made up of approximately 50 musicians of 19 different <l @ual duunge csy>3l Joull o Uil gwo
nationalities who come together for single projects according to the specific requirements .enduwgall ulgy (s ddgyen dilke
of each individual programme. This has led to the development of a cultivated and sensitive

orchestral sound which has become the ensemble’s trademark. The orchestra had its

international breakthrough just a year after its founding with Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni,

which premiered at the Festival International d’Art Lyrique d’Aix-en-Provence in 1998

under the direction of Claudio Abbado and Daniel Harding. The ensuing world tour of this

production not only brought the ensemble international acclaim, but also led to a residency

contract with the Aix-en-Provence festival.
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Manama hosts the First Arab Tourism Forum
Minister of Culture: a country's appeal does not guarantee tourism;

In cooperation with the Arab League, the Kingdom of Bahrain is organising the first Arab Tourism
Forum within the programme of Manama, the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013. Scheduled to take
place between 12th and 14th March, as part of the season for Cultural Tourism, the World
Tourism Organisation and the Travel and Tourism Council will also be participating in addition
to a number of tourism ministries and universities from across the region. Experts in the fields of
tourism, economic investments, travel and hospitality and other related sectors will also attend
the forum. Seeking to develop strategic regional plans for tourism, its growth and impact, the
forum will be a dynamic event.

HE Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed Al Khalifa, the Minister of Culture highlighted the importance
of the forum for tourism information-gathering across the region and unified planning. She
explained, ‘A country’s appeal does not guarantee tourism; tourist interest has to be developed
through a dedicated industry...’

‘Our slogan this year, as Manama is the Capital of Arab Tourism, is that culture enriches,’ she
added. ‘This refers to the definition and role of culture in society, economy and polity. Culture does
not only impact our economy, but also supports human development and fosters community
identity while tourism is the key for cultural exchange between nations and communities. A
country without culture cannot attract tourism.’

The forum will enable participants to share experiences, tourism statistics and methodologies
as well as strategies with their partners in the region through the different presentations and
working papers shared. It is hoped that lessons will be learned and that a unified approach to
tourism challenges and growth developed for the Arab world through the recommendations
which the forum chooses to make and the objectives it sets out.

tourist interest has to be developed
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The gateway to the old city of Manama, the facade of Bab al-Bahrain has been rebuilt to the
original form as it overlooked the suqg in 1949. This has been part of the Ministry of Culture’s
longstanding commitment to the revival of the Bab al-Bahrain area as a heritage site for
residents and tourists alike. Accordingly, reclaiming the area’s cultural and heritage value, the
architects added a pedestrian crossing in order to maintain the spatial connection between
the building and the surrounding city. Upon completion of the work on the area, the offices of
the Tourism Sector and the Arab Tourism Organisation in addition to the Tourist Information
Centre will be moved into the heart of Manama in the historic office of the ruler of Bahrain, the
late Shaikh Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa.
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Embraces local design

In order to revive tourism in Bahrain’s heritage sites, from within the old streets of the Manama
suq, the Ministry of Culture will launch the Bab Market in March this year, during the first season
of the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 programme for Cultural Tourism. The Bab Market will be
an open market space located within the parameters of the Bab Al Bahrain area in the heart of
the capital, Manama.

Showcasing Bahraini designs and innovations in the field of art, the Bab Market should feature
multiple creative fields including jewellery, furniture, culinary and handicraft. In addition to
promoting the area, the initiative seeks to encourage local production in the arts and stimulate
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interest in Bahraini growth and development. «colll d>luudly

Open to all age gro_ups, it is hoped that the d?verse array of exhibition and market Contenlt will il Ay oell Coloeiiad] Calizes «ased] by Ao (uAlsy
hold something of interest to everyone. Dedicated arts programmes and workshops will be
held to reflect the varying cultural and intellectual energies prevalent in the Kingdom while music
and dance presentations will accompany the market on a regular basis.
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Bahrain's tourist infrastructure
publicises the country’s
inheritance with the Arab world
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A city filled with the unique attributes of its society and heritage, the Capital of
Arab Tourism 2013 continues to invest in its cultural and tourism infrastructure.
This year, the Ministry of Culture perseveres in its tourism projects by investing in
human capacities - developing the abilities of local tour guides through dedicated
workshops and educational programmes designed to deepen their knowledge of
the country’s diverse heritage.

At the same time, the Ministry continues its drive to revive the traditionally popular
markets and cafes and further attract visitors to the histories of the decades gone
by. Two of the mostimportant such projects are the Manama suq in Bab al Bahrain
and the Qaisariya Suqg in Muharrag. The Ministry’s mandate is to preserve the
respective areas’ heritage and architectural distinctions while introducing a new
spiritual and emotional life for users, residents and audiences alike.

These geographical and environmental preoccupations represent only one side of
the coin of the development plans underway in the Kingdom. On the other side,
Bahrain participation in a range of activities and seasonal international events is
supported and actively promoted in order to spread further awareness of the
country’s many dimensions and interests.

This year, the programme of Manama, the capital of Arab tourism 2013 sees the
year divided into four different seasons - culture, sports, entertainment and the
environment. Throughout this programme, Bahrain’s tourist infrastructure will be
further developed through four primary projects within an overall tourism strategy
for the Arab world, namely: Riffa Fort, Bab Al Bahrain, The Postal Museum, Bu
Maher Fort Visitor’'s Centre.
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Next to Bab al-Bahrain is situated the building of the capital’s
post office, which has been developed into a museum
to commemorate the importance and standing of postal
communication in the past. Nostalgically presenting Bahrain’s
stamps and different postal services through the ages, the
exhibition will showcase some rare collectible items from the
country’s memory and its interaction with the region, marking
an important tourism infrastructure project for the Arab world.
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Considering Manama through the
world’'s eyes and the camera lens
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Rahal, or Traveller, recreates
the country across smart phones
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The Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 invites photographers around the world to take part in a
contest to depict Manama life as it presents itself, from the variances of its small alleyways to the
remnants of the ancient civilisation of Dilmun, its Arab identity and desert climate and seafaring
nature. Accordingly, the Ministry of Culture will host different photographers throughout the
year to enable them to capture the country’s scenes and contemporary living. Photographic
images of its coastline, distinctive architecture and heritage, sports scene including the F1 race
should all examine the differing facets of the country.

The aim of this contest is to attract the largest number of photographers to Manama in order to
raise awareness of Bahrain as a tourist destination in different parts of the world and strengthen
inter-community dialogue. It is also hoped that the contest and spirit of international competition
will further develop local talent as the area for creative expression and exchange is widened
throughout the country. An exhibition of the participating artists’ portrayals will be held in
Manama towards the end of the year and the closing of the innovative programme of the Capital
of Arab Tourism 2013.
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Whereas in the past, relationships and engagement across geographic boundaries required a
tremendous investment in terms of time and space, today and within living memory, atouch of a
button is all it takes to cross a frontier. Smart phones and social networking sites have become
the new domain for local and international connectivity and it is within this stark domain that
during the first season, Cultural Tourism, of the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013, the Ministry of
Culture launches its latest programme — Rahal.

Rahal, or Traveller, represents the first gateway for an electronic journey enabling tourists and
visitors to explore the many facets of the Kingdom of Bahrain —its cultural, sporting, recreational
and environmental sites amongst others.

Rahal takes tourists along the beaten and non-beaten paths of Bahrain’s attractions with the
help of their mobile phones, social networking sites and an internet connection. Participants will
be kept abreast of local activities and the calendar of events relating to each site they visit and
will be encouraged to take part in the different quizzes and competitions relating to each area.

Collecting a point at each site visit, only when all the sites have been visited will participants
be able to acquire a unique Bahraini souvenir in addition to other awards. An innovative new
application, Rahal allows Manama, the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 and a prime tourist
destination in the Gulf region, to engage in a ready dialogue with the world and present its
heritage, culture and contemporary attributes.
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MANAMA CAPITAL OF ARAB CULTURE
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According to exhibition organisers, over 20,000 visitors are expected at this year’s show.
Amongst the many areas to be showcased will be that of design and the latest innovations
in garden design will be displayed in addition to the various services and goods related to
landscaping. Similarly, aquariums, shading technology, pottery, greenhouses, draining systems
and irrigation, water pumps and insecticides are amongst the many items included in the
show. Finally, an extension of the show presents green living in an exemplar village setup while
specialists in the fields of agriculture and horticulture have organized a series of lectures.

Corporate sponsors supporting the Bahrain International Garden Show share a concern for
the future of the agricultural sector in Bahrain and are active players in national development,
pursuing initiatives which promise a green future for the country. One such organization is the
Bahrain Garden Club whose head, Ms Zahra Abdelmalik, has promised support and involvement
in the show. In describing the club’s commitment to organizing educational competitions, she
explained, ‘these contests are open to all those above 3 years of age and have been designed to
encourage participants to consider their environment and agricultural needs.’

i

'Investing in Agriculture’ - the
theme of the Bahrain International
en Show this year

Held under the patronage of HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Bahrain International
Garden Show is organized on a yearly basis and is supported by HRH Princess Sabeeka
bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, Wife of the King of Bahrain and President of the National Initiative for
Agricultural Development (NIAD) and the Supreme Council for Women.

Working with both the public and private sectors as well as civil societies, this year the Bahrain
International Garden Show will carry a strong message to encourage investment in agriculture.
The show is scheduled to open on 27th February during the Cultural Tourism season of the
dynamic Capital of Arab Tourism programme. Closing on 2nd March, the exhibition will bring
forward the most recent environmentally-conscious developments in the area as well as
combining some of the leaders in the field, from landscapers to farmers and investors. The
Bahrain International Garden Show highlights the importance of investments in the agricultural
sector, showcasing the business value and high return on investments and potential for a
significant contribution to Bahrain’s GDP.

Animportant national initiative in support of the local environment, the show highlights business
opportunities and the possibilities for achieving self-sufficiency. During a press conference
Shaikha Maram bint Isa Al Khalifa, the Coordinator for the exhibition, explained ‘in light of the
continuing rise in food prices and growing scarcity of natural resources, there are promising
opportunities for investors in the sector and the initiatives developed by Tamkeen, the Bahrain
Development Bank and Ibdaa Bank amongst other institutions provide investors with further
opportunities to enter the market.’

Indeed, companies in the private sector are working actively to further implement the national
initiative for development in the agricultural sector in a variety of ways including the acquisition
and provision of agricultural machinery and the development of dedicated awareness
programmes designed to draw attention to Bahrain’s environmental heritage. Similarly,
businesses are encouraged to help create a green environment for both individual and societal
interests at large.
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The publication is a collection of the 66 Arab sites that have been bestowed the title of having
‘Outstanding Universal Value’ on the World Heritage list. It brings together landmark images of
each site taken by the renowned French photographer John Gilbert and features muilti-lingual
descriptions written by ALECSO (Arab League Education, Cultural, and Scientific Organisation).
The Kingdom of Bahrain has managed to not only attract its attention, but by implementing a
series of important heritage-based culture schemes, create a burgeoning relationship which
shows no signs of slowing down. The Book includes World Heritage Site, Qala’at Al-Bahrain,
Capital of Dilmun and its Ancient Port.

H.E Shaikha Mai Bint Mohammad Al-Khalifa, Minister of Culture, expressed her high
appreciation and gratitude for this prestigious award, which coroneted Bahrain’s strenuous
efforts deployed during a decade. The prize is a result of Archaeology Conference in the Arab
World recommendations concering the implementation of World Heritage Convention in the
Arab Countries, and promoting Cultural and Natural Heritage Sites in these countries.

Francesco Bandarin, UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Culture, speaking at the
occasion praised Bahrain efforts to protect and preserve heritage and its collaboration with
World Heritage Committee. Mr. Bandarin also praised Bahrain’s keenness to register heritage
sites on World Heritage List, arguing that “ Qala’at al Bahrain site is an ideal site” which could
form a basis to launch a new series of sites, “ especially that of the Museum, which has a
strategic location, an design and an exceptional modernity

[T oled liS Josi )il
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Best Book Prize 2012

Ministry of Culture’s published book documenting world heritage in the Arab countries has
swooped a prestigious award in Europe. Titled ‘World Heritage in the Arab Countries”, the
publication has been awarded the Best Book Prize2012, annually awarded in Europe, following
a fierce competition. The jury featured previous award laureates, prominent personalities and
renowned teachers specialized in graphics art.

Bahrain Bay has exclusively partnered with United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) and the Bahrain Ministry of Culture to create the first international
publication to showcase every Arab heritage site recognized by the. The book, ‘World Heritage
in Arab Countries’, has been distributed through UNESCO'’s entire global network and has
focused global attention on the Kingdom of Bahrain and the region’s culture credentials.
The Ministry Culture cooperated with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (UN-ESCWA) in publishing the book. The “World Heritage in the Arab Countries” has been
sponsored by Bahrain Bay, one of the major development projects in Bahrain.

The development scheme is being spearheaded by Arcapita Chief Executive Officer and
chairman of Bahrain Bay Atef Abdulmalak.

it is worth mentioning that Culture Minister, Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed Al-Khalifa, former
chairperson of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, launched the book on June 23, 2011
at the Paris-based UNESCO, in the presence of a selection of Arab and foreign [personalities,
world-renowned archaeologists, directors of major cultural institutions, decisions-makers,
diplomats and journalists.

Published by the
Ministry of Culture
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Bahrain National Theatre 16th Jan. — 16th Feb. 2013 The 39th Annual Fine Arts Exhibition
esibgll 2 puall AT iy T Guddd- 1A ! dwlay| 1ol — girg.= i .
Bahrain National Theatre Sat. 19th Jan. — Mon. 21st Jan. 2013 Rigoletto — Italian Opera
clayl d=als AT iy TV eyl dldy dub>diall o9l (bl w
Riffa Fort 27th Jan. 2013 LLaunching of “Riffa Fort” historical shows
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Art Centre Mon. 28th Jan. — Wed. 6th Feb. “Soshana” Austrian Art Exhibition
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10th Feb. — 2nd Mar. Japanese Dolls exhibition
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To be announced 25th Feb. 2013 Launching of “Manama Capital of Tourism 2013”
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Muharraq Feb. 2013 Opening of “Information center of Bu Maher Fort”
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Bahrain National Museum Feb. 2013 Second session of writing workshop with “Najwa Barakat”
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Bahrain Fort Museum Feb. 2013 Perfume workshop for children
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Manama Souq 28th Feb — 30th Mar 2013 Bab Market ’
(Thu. Fri. and Sat. weekly)
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Art Centre Fri. 1st-Sun. 10th Mar. 2013 “Mahmood Al-Mulla” Art exhibition
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Bahrain National Museum Mar. 2013 “Modern Istanbul” exhibition
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According to the event 7th Mar. — end of March Spring of Culture festival
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To be announced 12th — 14th Mar. 2013 The First Arab Tourism Forum
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Art Centre Sun. 17th - Sat. 23rd Mar. 2013 “Hakim Al-Agel” Art Exhibition - Yemen
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Bahrain National Theatre 27th Mar. 2013 The Mahler Chamber Orchestra
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Manama Souq Mar. 2013 Opening of “Bab Al-Bahrain” and Post office projects
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To be announced

31st Mar. 2013

“The cultural personality of the year” prizes
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As a world capital and the capital of Arab tourism 2013,
Manama is paid keen attention this year by regional and
international audiences in addition to local actors and
government. As a result, under the slogan ‘Tourism Enriches,’
the Kingdom of Bahrain launched Destination Manama 2013
as a forum for the travel and hospitality sectors in order to
attract a steady stream of tourists and both public and private
trade in the industry.

Destination Manama 2013 will present Bahrain’s ancient
civilizations and heritage as a global tourist destination, open
and welcoming to people from all over the world. Further
enhancing the tourist experience and attraction, a custom-
designed strategy of special discounts on ticket prices, hotels
and traveller needs has been devised to increase the flow of
tourists. In this way, the Bahraini capital, Manama, remains at
the forefront of regional tourism and an accessible destination
for all.
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The translated books of "Manama...

Capital of Arab Culture 2012"
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July 2012:

The title: Le culture au pluriel

The author: Michel de certeau
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August 2012:

The title: Myth and Parallel History
The author: Mai Mohammed Al Khalifa
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September 2012:

The title: Silence

The author: The composer, John Cage
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October 2012:

The title: Case Studies on Climate Change and World Heritage

The publisher: UNESCO
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November 2012:

The title: Dictionary of Theatre Anthropology

The authors: Prof Eugenio Barba and Nicola Savarese
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December 2012:

The title: Femmes, si vous osiez
The author: Aude de Thuin
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January 2012:

The title: Researches and Studies about Bahrain’s Arts history
The author: The Artist, Dr. Ahmed Bager
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February 2012:

The title: Learning from Las Vegas

The authors: Robert Venturi, Denise Scott Brown and Steven Izenour
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March 2012:

The title: What is design?

The author: The Italian designer and architect: Andrea Branzi
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April 2012:

The title: Witnesses to History, Documents and Writings on the return of
cultural objects

The author: Lyndel Prott — Manager of Cultural heritage dep. In
UNESCO
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May 2012:

The title: A selection of articles

The authors: Number of museums professionals
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June 2012:

The title: A selection of modermn Spanish poetry
The translator: A-Mahdi Khreef
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