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The Children and Mothers Welfare Society, in collaboration with Makan Art Gallery, hosts a charity exhibition titled
as The Palm Leaf. This event aims to support and promote the society’s Women’s Training Centre for Paper Crafts,
where all artworks will be showcased on papers handcrafted from palm fronds in the center itself. The exhibition
features remarkable artists, with all proceeds dedicated to the society’s support.
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Dwa bint Khalid Al Khalifa is a member of the National Arts Council, a practicing artist, and a co-owner of the
‘Artly’ Arts Center. With an MSc from the London School of Economics and an MA in Fine Arts from the University
of the Arts London, Dwa is currently pursuing a doctoral degree that integrates her interests in arts, psychology,
and culture.
She has exhibited internationally in London, Dallas, and Tokyo, and received an award in Global Digital Art from
the UAE. Passionate about nurturing creativity, Dwa provides a supportive environment for children to explore
and develop their artistic skills through art classes at her arts center. Her commitment to bridging academia with
practical arts applications makes her an inspiring force in her community.
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Member of the Bahrain Fine Arts Society since 1985. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration in
1972 from Beirut Arab University - Lebanon. She has attended many courses in oil painting, acrylic, watercolors
and sculpture with a number of experienced Bahraini and foreign artists. She currently paints her paintings with
acrylic colors and other materials on canvas.

In the eighties, she opened the Laffan Gallery to display artworks by the most important well-known Bahraini
artists. She worked in the field of organizing exhibitions at the Bahrain National Museum, then at the Arts Center
from 1991-2000. She participated in many exhibitions inside and outside the Kingdom of Bahrain, annual
exhibitions at the Bahrain National Museum, exhibitions of the Bahrain Fine Arts Society and charity exhibitions
over the past three decades. She has a work at the Bahrain International Exhibition Center and a production
work from 1988 within the collection of the Barjeel Foundation in Sharjah.

Most important participations: 2024 « An exhibition for a group of artists from the Bahrain Society in the State of
Kuwait. 2023- An exhibition organized by the Kuwait Society for Fine Arts for artists from the Gulf Cooperation
Council and artists from Tanzania - Tanzania. 2019+ Personal exhibition (To Al-Nahar) under the patronage of
Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa.
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Collage of mono print & Mixed media on palm paper
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Farah Mattar is a Bahraini artist working and living in Bahrain. She graduated from Boston, Massachusetts with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts from The New England School of Art and Design at Suffolk University in 1999. Farah works
primarily in acrylic and oil paints, and a lot of experimentation with collage and mixed media. Her art work has
been acquired locally and internationally through her frequent participation in group exhibitions. A thorough
interest in music, art history , and literature influences her role as a story teller through her artwork seeking,
to speak of her insight into the human experience and her expression of what she sees. Her quest is to find the
universality of what we feel as humans, and to teach the realization that we are all the same.
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Born on October 31, 1945, Bahrain, Businessman, Ali was an art teacher from 1964 to 1982, one of the founders
of the Bahrain Arts Society, part of the society since 1983, and from 2001 to 2021 he was the president of the
society. He represented the society in many cultural events, exhibitions and artistic activities in Bahrain and
internationally. He is the first general committee of the Bahrain International Sculpture Symposium, and also
the general committee of the Bahrain Airport Sculpture Symposium. Some of his sculptures and paintings are
displayed in the Bahrain National Museum, Bahrain International Airport and a private collection in Bahrain
and various countries. He is the owner of the Hind Gallery for the exhibition space located in Muharraq. He has
received many awards from Bahrain and abroad, the most important of which is the first prize for memorials
from the Central Municipality Authority. He has held several solo exhibitions at the Arts Center, the Bahrain Arts
Society and Boushahri Gallery in Kuwait, most of which were at Hind Gallery in Muharraq. He has participated in
twenty-five sculpture symposiums over twenty years in several countries in addition to the Kingdom of Bahrain.
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Adnan Al Ahmed is a Bahraini visual artist and muralist born in the old city of Muharraq in 1960. He is a member
of the Bahrain Fine Arts Society and works at the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities as an artist
and writer. He obtained a higher national diploma in expressive and applied arts from the School of Fine Arts
(Bousart) in 1987 from the city of Besancon, France, with honors. He has presented many artistic and cultural
achievements throughout his artistic career since his graduation, as he participated in many art exhibitions
inside and outside Bahrain. He also represented Bahrain in many workshops, meetings and artistic and cultural
forums, in addition to regional and international artistic events. He was chosen as a member of a number of
arbitration committees inside and outside Bahrain. He completed a number of artistic and cultural projects such
as the Mina Salman mural and the Sheikh Ibrahim Center mural in Muharraq. He also contributed to developing
a number of curricula for the subject of art education for the intermediate and secondary levels for the Ministry
of Education. He recently published the book Colors and Letters (Fifty Paintings and a Poem) published by the
Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities in Bahrain.
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A Bahraini visual artist, I studied art myself and participated in many art exhibitions held at that time, specifically
in the seventies. He was in the first artistic gathering for Bahraini artists, which was a family of art lovers that
included visual artists, art, theater, and music. He then joined the Contemporary Art Society in 1973, and is
now a member of the Bahrain Fine Arts Society. He participated in most local exhibitions and many foreign
exhibitions. He is interested in graphic art and the art of wood and stone sculpture, as he participated in the
Bahrain International Sculpture Symposium in 2011. In his artistic career, he touched on all local and heritage
artistic topics, the daily life of ordinary people in Bahraini society, marine life and ships, and women have an
important aspect in my artistic expression because women are a symbol of society and half of it, and this is clear
in my recent works.
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A Bahraini artist born in 1968, he began participating in professional exhibitions since 1989. He has several
individual and group exhibitions since 2002 and the last one in 2023. He participated in local and international
exhibitions and won a number of appreciation awards. He won two appreciation awards at the annual Bahrain
Fine Arts Exhibition and works in various artistic fields such as drawing, printing and sculpture.
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Bahraini artist, Head of the Fine Arts Club at the University of Bahrain. Diploma in Design with Distinction -
Bachelor of History (University of Bahrain), Director of Public Relations and former Exhibitions Coordinator at
the Bahrain Contemporary Art Society - Former Director of Exhibitions and Activities at the Bahrain Fine Arts
Society. He held seven solo exhibitions inside and outside Bahrain. He has published many articles on fine arts
in local newspapers. International exhibitions and forums: Azerbaijan_ France. International Visitor Program
America. Christie’s Charity Auction under the patronage of Queen Rania - Vienna United Nations. Jordan_ Gulf
States - Egypt - Iraq - Morocco - Spain - Granada. _France._Britain.
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Aysha Hafedh is a Bahraini artist specializing in wood and stone sculpture. She incorporates marble powder and
various synthetic materials into her work. She has participated in both local and international exhibitions, and
her pieces are displayed in museums in Kuwait, Khobar, Washington, Azerbaijan, and Bahrain.
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A Bahraini visual artist and art exhibition and event organizer, Zakia Zada works in drawing, printmaking, graphic
engraving, wood engraving, and silkscreen printing. Zada has exhibited her artwork locally and internationally,
most notably at the Beirut International Art Fair, Le Carrousel du Louvre Art Gallery in Paris, Lancaster Palace
in London, and the National Museum of Egyptian Civilization in Cairo. Her artwork has also been exhibited in
several other locations, including Riyadh, Qatar, Al Khobar, New Delhi, Mumbai, Cairo, Luxor, Paris, London,
South Korea, Naples, Brussels, Ankara, Tunis, Morocco, and Bulgaria. Zada holds an MA in Museum and Gallery
Management from the University of Leicester in the UK, and multiple certificates in different art techniques
and styles (printing, etching, collage, and abstraction) from the University of the Arts London. She is the owner
and managing director of the virtual gallery “Makan Art”, where she has organized and curated several group
exhibitions, the annual charity exhibition “Palm Paper”. She is also the founder of the “Tolerance and Peace
through Arts” initiative, which aims to teach the principles of tolerance and peace to the younger generation
through the arts. She recently participated in a workshop in Turkey for Syrian and Iraqi refugees in Istanbul.
Zada won first prize in the 4th Fine Arts Competition organized by the “Things to Do” Foundation. She is a
member of the Bahrain Fine Arts Society.
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Mono print on Palm leaf paper

43 x30cm
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Mono print on Palm leaf paper
43 x30cm
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Adel is a self-taught Bahraini artist. He didn’t attend any formal art school and chooses not to stick to any
particular style, even though some of his works might fit into modern art categories. For Adel, the main goal of
art is to convey a message, no matter what style it falls into. Adel’s art includes subjects from ancient Dilmun
to modern themes and philosophies. He studied in the USA, earning a bachelor’s degree and an MBA, and
was influenced by popular culture and technology. A six-month stay in Japan taught him some of traditional
Japanese art, which added new dimensions to his art. Adel learned technical skills like welding and casting in
high-school and has also attended art classes in cities like New York, Los Angeles, Tokyo and London. He has
received many awards, including the top prize, Al-Daneh, at the Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibitionin 2011. And
the Appreciative Award in 2012.
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Ph.D. in Art Education and a specialist in the philosophical aspects of the Dilmun civilization through the study
of Dilmun seals and their integration into art. A certified trainer by the Ministry of Education in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, a visual artist, and a member of the Bahrain Arts Society and the Bahrain Historical and Archaeological
Society. She has over 10 years of experience in discovering and developing talented students in the field of
visual arts, with a distinctive skill in portrait drawing on natural leather.

Dr. Zainab has participated in numerous voluntary activities for governmental and private entities in Bahrain.
She had the honor of creating an artwork that was presented as a gift from His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Saeed Al Saeed during His Majesty’s visit to the Sultanate of Oman in
2004. She has also participated in various conferences and art exhibitions locally and internationally.
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Nouf Al Rifai is a Bahraini artist who was born in Dubai in 1983 and returned to her homeland, the Kingdom of
Bahrain, at the age of 12. She obtained her Bachelor’s degree in Law in 2009 from Kingdom University in Bahrain.
Her artworks are known to be inspired by life incidents related to her or those around her. Moreover, 90% of her
artworks carry hidden messages where she carries a cause or issue for others to analyze and reflect on an issue
that bothers her. She always says that if someone looks deeply into her artworks, a change can happen based on
the subject of the artwork. She is known as a “recycling artist”. Her passion for the environment has led her to
include recycled materials in her artworks. She has had the honor of winning many art awards and joining many
local and international art exhibitions, auctions and museums. Her major international participations were at
Christie’s auction hosted by Noor Dubai in 2014 and 2015, Victoria & Albert Museum and Gallery 8 in the UK,
Institut du Monde Arabe, Grand Palais Biennale in Paris, Museum of Contemporary Art in Singapore, Waste to Art
Museum in Baku, Dubai Expo 2020 and UNESCO Art Camp 2022 at Ajman University, and she won the third prize
at the Bahrain International Exhibition in 2022. She also participated in the Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition
in 2023 and 2024.
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Member of the Bahrain Fine Arts Society. Artistic participations: 1- Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition / 46 /
2020, 2- Personal exhibition / In the wake of color / Bahrain Fine Arts Society October 2019, 3- Joint exhibition
with artists Jabbar Al-Ghadhban and Abbas Yousef March 2019, 4- Ministry of Information Exhibition 1996, 5-
Exhibition of the March of Progress and Prosperity 1981 Sheraton Hotel. 6- Spring Exhibition 2 Delmon Hotel, 7-
Spring Exhibition 3 Gulf Hotel, 8- Exhibition 338 Bahrain Arts Society 2022, 9- Small Works Exhibition Bahrain
Arts Society 2022 10- Personal Exhibition / Corners / Bahrain Arts Society February 2023, 11- Joint Exhibition
/ Return / Mashq Art Space 2023, 12- Black and White Exhibition Bahrain Fine Arts Society October 2023, 13-
Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition No. 50 / 2024, 14- Joint Art Festival Dialogue of Cultures between Artists of
the Kingdom of Bahrain and Artists of the State of Kuwait. Kuwait Fine Arts Society Hall February 2024.
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Dawiya Al-Alawiyat, (Bahraini) artist and trainer specializing in visual arts. She holds a Bachelor’s degree
in Law from Alexandria University. She began practicing art at an early age and has participated in various
training courses and workshops. She has contributed to numerous exhibitions both inside and outside Bahrain.
Dawiya held two solo exhibitions in 2015 and 2017. She works with various artistic mediums and is particularly
passionate about collage and printmaking. Her work often explores themes of women, motherhood, and the
human aspect of life.
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Throughout her lifetime, Salwa Al Qaed has always been dedicated and passionate towards her craft, exploring
differing aspects of the field where she could express her creativity. She consistently merges realistic and surreal
concepts and making sure each one of her artworks reflects her personality. Her recent projects use a variety
of mediums such as Oil, Acrylic, charcoal, pastel, water colour, printing and more. Her work has been in many
exhibitions of throughout the years as an experienced artist in Bahrain.

Salwa Al Qaed holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting from the University of Kuwait.
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Nasreen Alawadhiis an artist with a career that has expanded 22 years in the industry. However, in the beginning
of her adult life, she studied pharmacy at the “College of Health and Science” and after that she studied “Tajweed”
and Islamic studies at the “Ministry of justice” and finally pursued her childhood dream of studying and earning
a degree in “Art and Design” (GSE AS) and (A-level) from the university of Cambridge. Since then, she joined
many courses and workshops to hone her craft. She also participated in over 30 galleries around the world such
as the annual exhibition in “Contemporary Art Society 2023” with “Showaiter Art Group” as well as a group
exhibition called “Black and white” in “Bahrain Art Society” and most recently the “Art Gallery Trio” exhibition
2023 curated by “Zakia Zada” in “Downtown Rotana” with “Makan”.

She works mainly using oil on canvas, acrylic, oil pastel and mixed media creating landscapes, portraits and still
life. Her painting style is considered a part of the impressionist movement with both Van Gogh and Monet as her
biggest stylistic inspiration. Her approach to creating art is to leave a mark in the world of art and through that
to have a piece of her vision at people’s homes to enjoy and create a homey atmosphere.
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Eman Karimi is a Bahraini Visual Artist who specializes in abstract portraits. She is a graduate of the American
University in London, with a bachelor’s degree in visual communications. During university, she participated in
the international student’s exhibition where she sold a couple of her paintings.

Her approach in creating her art is combining a fusion of traditional and abstract portraits through using textures,
colors and composition. She likes to capture the depth of the eyes and gaze, showing the subjects soul and deep
thoughts making that the focal points of her paintings.
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Noor Al Sairafi is a Bahraini artist whose work is deeply rooted in a love for nature. With a keen eye for detail
and a passion for capturing the beauty of the natural world, Noor seeks to express the delicate balance and
enchanting essence of the environment through their artwork. Initially inspired by the transparency and delicacy
of butterflies, she explores the intricate patterns, vibrant colors, and ethereal qualities that these creatures
possess. Combined with her own personal experiences, she infuses her artwork with a sense of wonder and
admiration for the natural world. She presents her work in a way that captivates viewers; each artwork is an
invitation to immerse themselves in the serenity and harmony found in nature with the hope of creating a
connection between the viewer and the natural world; encouraging a deeper appreciation for the beauty and
importance of our environment.
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Dr. Dalia Mekkawy, Egyptian artist, born 1986, resides in Bahrain. She received her Bachelor’s in fine arts, graphic
design department, print design division from the University of Helwan in 2009, also completing her Master’s
degree in 2014. She later completed her PHD in Art philosophy in 2019, then taught at the same university. She
participated in local and international group exhibitions winning several awards, some of them being an award
for ‘printing’ in the 50 edition of “Vanguards of Arts Exhibition for fine arts and an appreciation award in its
52 edition. She held 2 solo exhibitions, the first exhibition called ‘Modernity & Her’ in 2019 and the second
exhibition called ‘souls embrace’ held in 2022.
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Latifa Al Shaikh is a Bahraini artist whose passion for abstract expression is at the heart of her creative journey.
Growing up in an artistic family, she was surrounded by inspiration and nurtured a deep love for art from an
early age. Today, her work reflects a unique blend of structured precision and boundless spontaneity, resulting
in powerful, thought-provoking abstract compositions. Inspired by the interplay of colors, forms, and textures,
Latifatranslates emotions and experiences into visual stories that go beyond words. Her professional background
in retail banking, investment, and portfolio management has shaped her artistic process, blending meticulous
attention to detail with the freedom and fluidity that define her style. Latifa’s artwork invites viewers to connect
on a deeply personal level, encouraging them to reflect, feel, and explore their own interpretations. For her, art
is more than visual—it is a shared experience that bridges the gap between artist and audience.

She has showcased her work in exhibitions across Bahrain and internationally, demonstrating her dedication to
pushing the boundaries of abstract art and sharing her creative vision with the world.
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Rand Alkishtaini is an Iragi-born interior decorator and artistic designer based in the GCC since 2005. She
is a member of The Bahrain Arts Society, the Bahrain Businesswomen Society, as well she is VPPR for VOI
Toastmasters club. Her style is influenced by Mesopotamian art in using vivid colors, specifically turquoise,
as well she adopts the eclectic style in most of her designs. She exhibited on a numerous exhibition in Saudi,
Bahrain, UAE, Europe & New York. At last, but not least she is the founder of Vintage House Decor in Bahrain
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Maryam AlQOraibi, holds a bachelor’s degree in Media and PR, and is an Art and Color Therapy Coach.

Her love for art began at an early age, and she has achieved top rankings and numerous gold medals at global,
regional, and local levels. Maryam’s work tends to focus on embodying human and social themes as well as
various emotional states. She strives to present these through the lens of a cheerful, sincere child who sees
beauty in everything. She adores vibrant, lively colors and pays meticulous attention to capturing the small
details just as much as the larger ones.
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Nawal is the founder and CEO of Nawal Flowers which she started in 1989. She has won the prestigious Shaikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum’s top prize against a list of some 120 Middle Eastern entrepreneurs. As an
accomplished artist, Nawal treats her flower arrangements as paintings rather than just a bouquet of flowers.
Additionally, Nawal Al Sabbagh is the first entrepreneur to receive the title of “Art-Preneur” from UNIDO for her
unique approach to combining art and entrepreneurship in her business ventures. Recently, Nawal has expanded
her entrepreneurship business in Health and Beauty. She launched “Adara Training Center” for Beauty Institution,
Technical and Vocational training.

In addition to her own gallery, Nawal has participated in various exhibitions in Bahrain, which include the 48th
Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition, Akas Gallery, Safia Kanoo Art Hub, Bahrain Arts Society, Color of the East for
Art and recently participated at “Empower Her Art Forum “ at the National Museum of Egyptian Civilization, 2024.
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