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‘Visual memoirs’ is @ body of work which acts as a visual response to the urban
behaviour, social practices, and cultural customs in the Kingdom of Bahrain. The
works are explored through various visual languages, scales, and mediums to critique,
note, archive, and visually narrate the ingenuity of Bahrain’s contextual significance,
as seen through the lens of a native artist. The works are biproducts of the artist’s
explorative methodology of none-linear storytelling.

This exhibition is in recognition of the artist Rashed Alaraifi for winning 2™ place at
the Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition in 2020.
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Rashed Ahmed AlAraifi (b. 1992) is an architect, designer, and artist. He believes
in the power of visual narrative and tries to use his art as a catalyst to straddle
between the lines of painting, drawing, and object design. He often considers his
works as visual responses rather than finished outcomes- delivering works which
bridge process with storytelling. He has participated in numerous exhibitions both
locally and at an international level. Rashed is also the co-founder of Shepherd
Studio, an award-winning trans-disciplinary design practice based in the Kingdom
of Bahrain. With a first-class honors Bachelor’s degree in Interior & spatial design
from the University of the Arts London, and a Masters of Architecture from the
University for the Creative arts in the UK, he has accomplished an exceptional
portfolio of work throughout his career.
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Distorted Memory
Solid Teak wood & 24k Gold-plated hardware

210 x 90cm

The piece acts as a visual narration which echoes a disintegrating memory of native
and vernacular architecture, glitched between the spectrum of time and space. Hand-
finished in solid teak wood, the traditional door stands as a symbol which intends to
showcase and examine local craftsmanship, warped between its almost uncertain and
deteriorating legacy.
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Blinding Heights
Wood, brass & resin
100 x 58 x 50cm

The handcrafted traditional chest presents itself as a metaphor which critiques the
intricacies and efforts of local artisans and their challenging future. The playfully
placed miniature leqgo builders can be seen as they are mobilized and working on site,
juxtaposed against the chest’s 8,000 coated brass studs. The miniature fiqures are
used as a symbol to draw a comparative relation between a construction workforce
and a specialized artisan- whose legacy and craft has been passed down through
generations in an almost uncertain future.
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Vernacular imprisonment
Stainless Steel, Teak Wood, Concrete, Lime plaster

70 x 70 x 210cm

As 3 response to preserve Bahrain’s vernacular architecture, the artwork critiques
the legacy of the Kingdom'’s architectural landscape in context to architecture as an
economic driver. The 2 meter high Jenga tower presents itself as a visual discussion
on material behavior from two ends of the spectrum through a play on connotation,
perception, and how change in materiality affects urban growth. Concrete and stainless
find themselves towering onto steel lime plaster and teak wood to narrate the existing
phenomena of high-rise and low-rise buildings in relation to density.
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Melodic Ripple
Resin, Steel & Stone

150 x 110 x 30cm

‘Melodic Ripple’ borrows its aesthetic from the Kingdom of Bahrain’s national anthem
and is a direct physical translation of the soundwaves and melodies it carries. Its
creases mirror that of a waving flag, and its dynamism reflects that of a ripple in the
ocean. The artwork acts as a personification of the ‘land between two seas’, revealing
itself as an abstraction of an archipelago. It stands as a symbol for nobility, stability,
and totality which echoes the melodies of our island.
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