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There is a general consensus between scholars that
the first traces of humankind dates back to at least
one million years ago. Such findings support the
notion that 90% of humankind’s lifespan took place

in the prehistoric era.

The prehistoric period is generally defined as the
era preceding literacy and the formation of large
populations and settled social systems. Perhaps a
narrower timeframe in the prehistoric era would
be the Stone Age, where the early human started
making tools using stones, bones alongside other
natural materials from his environment like branches
and shells to support his basic needs and ensure

his survival.

Through thousands of years man lived as a hunter
gatherer. This era is known as the Stone Age
because it represents the first period of the Ancient
Paleolithic Age. This term largely depends on certain
criteria not only related to economic factors but also

to methods in crafting the stone toals.

About ten to twelve thousand years ago, a great
change took place in terms of man’s survival
habits. Domestication of animals replaced hunting
and agricultural practices emerged, which later
formed the fundamental grounds of the modem
civilization. This era, known as the Modern
Stone Age or the Neolithic Age, represents

the second section of the prehistoric
several

period and lasted for

thousands of years.
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The following step in the evolution of human
civilization was the ability to extract and manufacture
minerals, after practicing farming, cattle raising
and forming villages and small settlements. It is
believed that the first mineral to be extracted in
the Near East was copper which is considered a
significant advancement in human history within
the prehistoric period. These developments in early
human civilization accompanied growth from small
human settlements such as villages towards the

development of cities.

Human activity during those eras left a large trace
of human heritage which is now threatened and
requires joint efforts by different stakeholders to
protect such important prehistoric sites.

This conference to be held in Bahrain on 28" April —
ond May 2012 will assess and address the challenges
faced at Prehistoric and Bronze age early civilization

sites in the Arab region.
Conference Themes

Theme One: Prehistoric and Early Civilizations
Sites in the Arab Region

This theme briefly presents the current status of the
Regionss prehistoric and early civilization sites in
terms of their importance, research and means of
protection.

Theme Two: Challenges and Opportunities

This theme introduces cases from regional and
international Prehistoric World Heritage Sites to
address issues and challenges and ways to protect
and conserve these sites.

Theme Three: Recommendations & Future
Perspectives

This theme addresses the relationship between sites
and sustainable development and recommendations
covering management, conservation and the

inclusion of sites on the World Heritage tentative list.

Participants

Representatives of archeology directorates in the
Arab countries, experts and specialists in the field of
prehistory and the World Heritage Convention.
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Conference Objectives

1. Raise awareness for the need to strengthen
studies and research efforts and excavation surveys
on prehistoric sites in the Arab region.

2. Encourage the inclusion of more prehistoric sites
in the region on the tentative list for inscription on the
World Heritage List.

3. Implement appropriate measures for the
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Scientific Committee

1. Dr. Mounir Bouchenaki, World Heritage expert

2. Dr. Saeed Abdulla AlKhuzai, Acting Director of
Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage

3. Dr. Abdulla Al-Sulaiti, Director of Archeology and
Heritage — Ministry of Culture, Kingdom of Bahrain
4. Mr. Khalid A-Sindi, Head of Archeology Section —
Ministry of Culture, Kingdom of Bahrain

5. Mr. Salman Al-Mahari, Head of Restoration and
Preservation Section — Ministry of Culture, Kingdom
of Bahrain

For further inquiries:
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