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Take a stroll back in time to ancient settlements, temples and astounding
burial mounds. Move on to 16th century forts and 19th century courtyard
houses and arrive in the 22nd century via contemporary art.

(Melisa van Maasdyk / streetsmart Bahrain guide)
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Visiting hours:
Fort: daily, 8am to 6pm
Museum: Tues to Sun 8am to 8pm

Contact
Fort: 17 564654
Museum: 17 567171

Other nearby places of interest:
Basketweaver huts in the village
of Karbabad

The fort palmgroves
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Qalat al Bahrain site and museum
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Known as Dimun in ancient times, Bahrain’s rich trading history is
reflected in numerous archaeological sites, the most fascinating of which
is the Bahrain Fort site that is registered as a UNESCO World Heritage site.
The fort is located atop a 17.5 hectare artificial hill that has been built over
more than 4000 years of continuous occupation. It is the site of the former
capital of Dilmun and one of the most important archaeological sites in
the Arabian Gulf. The excavations over the past 50 years have revealed
residential, public, commercial and military structures that testify to the
importance of the site over the centuries. These findings are brought to life
by an audio guide available at the site museum.

Open to the public since 2008, the site museum display area consists of
5 exhibition halls organized around a massive Tell Wall. With 500 artefacts
showcased, the long settlement history of the site is evoked to the unique
backdrop of the wall, which recreates the different archaeological layers
uncovered at the site. The seaside café of the museum offers a stunning
view over the fort and the surrounding palm groves.
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Other Nearby Places of Interest:
Bahrain National Museum

Bahrain National Museum harbor, to take
trips by sea to Bu Maher Fort visitor center

C\ibogll (>l 2 3n
Bahrain National Theatre
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The exquisitely designed Bahrain National Theater is the first national
theater in the Kingdom and one its cultural icons. Located between the sea
and the Bahrain National Theater lake, the shimmering edifice symbolizes
the link between land and sea. It's intricately woven ceiling is inspired by
the ceilings of traditional Bahraini homes, with crisscrossing aluminum strips
that allow light and air through. Inside, the auditorium’s modern and delicate
curves contrast with its elm-covered walls to resemble pearling dhows. In
fact, its entire design draws heavily from the country’s sailing traditions, with
a surrounding courtyard that stretches to sea’s edge, making the entire
building look as if it is floating on water. Rising from the top of the building
is a golden architectural element that illuminates the center of the glass
fagade. The Bahrain National Theater, the third largest theater in the Arab
world, can accommodate 1,001 people; an homage to the tales of 1,001
Arabian Nights. Sprawled over 11,869 m2, the theater, in addition to the
main auditorium and two balconies, also houses a smaller auditorium that
can seat 100 people, as well as a café in front of the sea.

The theater is the place to go to watch top global musical and theatrical
shows, or just to admire its amazing architectural design.
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Visiting hours:
Sat — Thur, 9am-12.30pm, 4pm - 8pm

Other Nearby Places of Interest:
Maseela - traditional coffee shop
Gold Souq

Bahrain Financial Harbor
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Bab al Bahrain
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Bab Al-Bahrain is located at the entrance of the Manama Sougq. Built
in 1949, it once housed the government’s administrative offices and
overlooked the sea. Bab Al-Bahrain underwent many big changes over
the years, but the Ministry of Culture took it upon itself to preserve this
cultural landmark and restore it to its former glory, and even moved its
tourism sector offices into the building and receives visitors through the
visitors center. Behind Bab Al-Bahrain is the old Manama Souq, a vibrant
shopping area which contains a large number of shops selling a wide array
of traditional and modern products ranging from textiles, spices, incense
and perfumes, to handicrafts and souvenirs from all around the world, in
addition to a number of old school coffee shops.

Shopping at the old souq is certainly unique, recalling the way day-to-day
life once was. It is an experience that will live with visitors forever.
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Visiting hours:

Shaikh Isa Bin Ali House:

Sun - Tue, 8am-2pm,

Wed - Sat, 9am - 6pm, Fri, 3pm - 6pm
Shaikh Ebrahim Centre:

Sat-Thur, 9am - 1pm, 4pm- 7pm

Contact
Shaikh Isa House: 17334945
Shaikh Ebrahim Center: 17322549

Other nearby places of interest

The Vertical Garden designed by famous
French architect, Patrick Blanc

Qahwat Bu Khalaf Traditional Coffee
Shop found in the Muharraq Sug
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Old Houses of Muharraq
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Muharraq, the former capital of Bahrain, is known for its cultural splendour
and traditional Bahraini houses litter the town’s narrow lanes. The Shaikh
Isa bin Ali house is Bahrain’s most impressive example of Gulf Islamic
architecture featuring four courtyards and beautiful carved wooden doors
and perforated gypsum panels.

The beautifully restored houses that make up the Shaikh Ebrahim Centre
for Culture and Research provide an important insight into aspects of
Bahrain’s heritage. From embroidery at Kurar House to pearling history
at the Bin Matar House, the former home of a renowned pearl merchant,
the houses reflect the Centre’s commitment to the preservation of both
traditional architecture and history. The Shaikh Ebrahim lecture hall, Igra
Children’s Library, Heraf al Diyar, Nukhida House (the first house to be
restored along the pearling trail), Kurar House, Abdullah al Zayed House,
House of Coffee, Bin Matar House, Bu Zaboon House and Mohammed
Bin Faris House all showcase different aspects of Bahrain’s rich heritage.

Hosting regular art exhibitions and film screenings in the old city is Maison
Jamsheer, another example of the traditional courtyard houses and which
is situated a stone’s throw away from the Shaikh Ebrahim Centre.
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To buy Bahraini pearls:

Al Hashimi, Bab al Bahrain
Mattar Jewellers (A’ali Mall)

Al Mahmood Pearls

Al Fardan (Sheraton Complex)
Al Mannai (Sheraton Complex)
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Sugq al Qaisariya
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One of the oldest sections of the Muharrag Suq, Suq al Qaisariya offers a
charming shopping experience. Currently undergoing extensive restoration
work by the Ministry of Culture, the first phase of the project, which has
been completed, features a number of renovated shops, selling a variety
of products ranging from pearls to spices and tea, as well as a traditional
café - café Zaafaran — arranged around a number of historic madbassahs.

Since antiquity, Bahrain has been famed for its natural pearls which were
highly sought after for their unique colour and lustre (the result of forming
at the confluence between fresh underwater springs and the salty sea).
Cultured pearls are banned in Bahrain and every pearl purchased locally
comes with a certificate of authenticity.

Suq al Qaisariya is an integral component of the “Pearling, testimony of an
island” project. This Pearling trail is approximately 2 miles long and describes
the unique story of pearling in Bahrain and its physical testimony. Now
considered by UNESCO for a World Heritage listing, this pearling heritage
and testimony to a remarkable industry and economy is not presented in
one location but as a trail, a path that one can traverse in order to discover
different elements of the overall narrative. Taking its visitors from the beach to
the old house of one of Bahrain’s grand merchants, the pathway illustrates,
inimages and sounds, the precious history of Bahrain and its people.
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Bu Maher Fort visitor center is the starting point to discover more about
the Pearling Road, a UNESCO World Heritage site. The center contains
a three-dimensional display to learn about the Pearling Road’s history
and the houses which form it, from the early beginnings to the main
pearling traders. Bu Maher Fort, which research shows that it was built
in 1840, is steeped in seafaring and pearling history, and forms the
first stop of the historical pearling trail having served once as the main
fishing harbor and gateway from the sea. The Bu Maher Fort visitor
center can be accessed via the sea aboard boats which depart from
the Bahrain National Museum harbor.
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Visiting hours:
Daily, 10am - 6pm

Other sea trlps

Hawar Island
Dhow trips: 1772549C
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Contact:
17450000

Other attractions:

Sakhir Race Course:

17440330

Al Dheyafeh desert Camp for a Bedouin
living/Bahrain-style camping experience:
17694826

Tamna desert horse-riding experience:
39771810
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Formula One
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Even if you are not a motor-race fan, you will be caught up in the thrill and
excitement of the planet’s biggest race event, Formula One, during its
Bahrain season. But when the Formula 1 Grand Prix isn’'t taking centre
stage at the Bahrain International Circuit, you can take the wheel yourself
on its state-of-the-art karting track or enjoy a thrilling ride in the passenger
seat of a Hummer on its Extreme 4x4 course. A visit to the Circuit is a must
as you may also get to test drive some of the race cars on the F1 track.
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Visiting Hours:
Sat-Wed, 9am - 12pm, 4pm - 6pm

Contact:
17290404

gl
Bait al Quran

ayell @ball Gl &) gite 9 & g3l ool Waloll lin (A=)
Wl ol leay U ag=y gl auilidll bllaglaaell (o dolo degono 6)90n0]]
Ay loils 3n 59 @558 Dlocl A5 83990l ailjall dauidl oo uiall sludl
alll pasy o Jidg Al WA pan galad Ol Gaos susall duill
olall auaylll aiegono ] @8lallg il Wlis wle wpos gl diilioll
Jsn Sola alaly &yg degito 4408 yayleo Yol dy A Lo Lodls

ol o dl gy aid Grosd=i (laog duisog

Housed in a spectacular Arabic script engraved building, this distin-
guished museum showcases a significant collection of Quranic
manuscripts and scriptures dating back to the 7th century. Many
copies of the Quran you will see are works of art in themselves. Some
miniature copies can fit in the palm of the hand and Quranic verses
have even been inscribed on a grain of rice. In addition to its important
historical collection, Bait al Quran exhibition space often hosts varied
art exhibitions while housing a small mosque, distinguished library and
learning environment for Islamic teaching.
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Designed and Produced by: miracle

Save the Date

January

Bahrain Fine Arts Exhibition
International Air Show
International Garden Show
Autumn Fair

March
Spring of Culture
Book Fair

April

Heritage Festival
Bahrain Boat show
Formula One

July
Summer Festival

September
Taa’ al shabab Festival

October
International Music Festival

November
Sakhir Horse races (Nov. - Mar.)
Jewellery Arabia
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TOURISM
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www.moc.gov.bh
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