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The Capital of Arab Tourism 2013,
Manama spreads its wings

Reflecting on its various cultural attributes and tourist interest, Manama was
chosen as the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 in the 14th meeting of Arab
tourism ministers in September 2011. The award is part of a greater bid to
attract and support Arab tourism throughout the region. Designed to disarm
and break the divides created by national boundaries, the Capital of Arab
Tourism initiative is part of an overarching framework in support of Arabian
culture and heritage for a broader localized and regional exchange. Manama,
the Capital of Arab Tourism 2013 looks to the future while celebrating and
maintaining local understandings and heritage.

The Ministry of Culture regards the initiative and the programme which will be
released to commemorate the underlying principals and vision of the award
with high importance. The tourism sector is fundamental to the growth of
both economy and society and complements the cultural programme of the
Ministry of Culture and which was developed for the past year in recognition
of Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012 by reinforcing heritage and
civilisational dialogue. To this end, during a press conference in Paris on 26th
November HE Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed Al Khalifa, the Minister of Culture,
commented, This year we have undergone the experience of the Capital of
Arab Culture in Bahrain and today, we are looking forward to linking this to our
tourism programme in the coming year. Culture and tourism are not bound to
any nation or region; both are indispensable to one another, building on each
other's achievements and assets. Having set the crucial underpinnings, we
have to now work towards the vision we have set for ourselves.'

Describing the relationship between the tourism sector and social, political
and economic development for the programme of Manama, Capital of Arab
Tourism 2013, HE Shaikha Mai continued, 'This coming year we look to
embrace the world from the Bahraini capital, Manama. By reinforcing the
historic and natural linkages with the Arab world we aim to also shed light
on the national differences in an attempt to build further understanding and
harmony in a civilization-building process.'

Accordingly, the line-up of events within the programme of the Capital of
Arab Tourism 2013 will be divided into four seasons, beginning with the
season of cultural tourism which embarks in January and ends in March.
This will be followed by a season of sports tourism for a further three months
while the third season which takes place between July and September
will focus on entertainment. The last season of the year will examine the
sphere of eco-tourism by highlighting the importance of nature, geography
and our understandings. Within those four seasons, the Ministry of Culture
programme will include a wide variety of activities ranging from exhibitions
and conferences to lectures and public competitions. These will take
place alongside the annual calendar of the Ministry of Culture for Bahrain,
composed of the Bahrain Fine Arts Exhibition, the Spring of Culture, the
Bahrain International Book Fair, the Heritage Festival, Taa Al Shabab and the
Bahrain Music Festival.

Furthermore, the Ministry of Culture will oversee increased long term
infrastructure developmentin support of the tourism sector comprising human
resource programmes which involve training and learning opportunities
through dedicated workshops and conferences as well as tourism site
development in the kingdom. The latter will range from historic and natural
sites to craft industries and the hospitality sector, all of which interlink and
support the tourism sector. These will include the development of a Visitor's
Centre at the site of the Tree of Life in addition to the development of the
historic Manama Sug and Bab al-Bahrain as well as Hawar Islands. Continuing
in its mission to solidify the country's tourism and culture infrastructure, the
year should further heritage preservation and protection of key historic and
cultural sites and a revitalization initiative for Bahrain's traditional sugs and
coffee houses.

It should be noted that the launch of the programme for the Capital of Arab
Tourism 2013 took place in the Bab al Bahrain area on 27th September
and was attended by leading public figures including members of Bahrain's
business community, foreign diplomats and those interested in cultural and
tourist activities. The event featured a walk through the Manama Suq area
amongst a sea of musical and artistic entertainment and visual presentations.
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In a lecture on the role of women in
nation building, Manama hosts leading
French entrepreneur and philanthropist,
Aude de Thuin

On 8th December, the Bahrain National Museum will feature guest speaker
Aude de Thuin in a discussion of the role of women in society. Sharing her
experiences as a psychologist by training and entrepreneur with a special
knack for creating business ventures in response to emerging social trends,
Aude de Thuin will reflect on the potential of women as social drivers of
growth.

In 1981 she founded ADT Consultants for the purpose of organizing La
Semaine Internationale du Marketing Direct (International Direct Marketing
Week) at a time when the concept of direct marketing was still largely limited
to mail order. In 1993 she founded Compagnie Scheffer, the organizer of two
events: I’Art du Jardin (The Art of Gardening) and Créations et Savoir Faire
(Creativity and Know-how).

Then in 2003 she founded PV Concept, the organizer, through its subsidiary
Wefcos, of the Women'’s Forum for the Economy and Society. Held annually
in Deauville, the Women’s Forum brings together influential women from
around the world (with 1,400 delegates representing 80 countries) to work
towards the better representation of women and greater gender parity in all
of society’s seats of power.

Aude de Thuin is the author of Le Livre Blanc du Marketing Direct (The Direct
Marketing White Paper, 1985), En Direct, Jardins Ephémeres (Ephemeral
Gardens, 1999) and Femmes, Si Vous Osiez (Women, If You Dare 2012).

Furthering her commitment to the promotion of the role of women in society,
as exemplified by the founding of the Women'’s Forum, her most recent book
urges women to break free from outdated precepts, pursue their ambitions
and show that gender parity is a driver of progress as well as a necessity for
the future.

Similarly, she is also active in women’s associations like Force Femmes and
City of Joy, a charity founded by the activist and playwright Eve Ensler to help
women victims of interethnic violence in Congo.

Aude de Thuin has been decorated as a Chevalier in the French Legion
of Honor and Order of Agricultural Merit, and as an Officer in the Order of
Merit. In January 2012 the EDC management school in Paris awarded her its
Ethics and Governance Trophy in the category Entrepreneur de sa Passion,
presented each year to an outstanding entrepreneur motivated by personal
convictions.
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'Femmes, Si Vous Osiez,’
the December book translation

The latest book by established French entrepreneur and writer Aude
de Thuin, ‘Femmes, Si Vous Osiez’ invites women to make their voices
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heard, to take their place among men, to think and build the future
together... The last book to be translated by the Ministry of Culture within
the year-long programme of the Capital of Arab Culture 2012, it offers a
fascinating review of the situation of women in today’s world and their
role in shaping society, economy and polity. A fitting feature of the month
of the homeland, ‘Femmes, Si Vous Osiez’ examines the barriers which
inhibit women — the crucial half of any community while retelling the stories
of brave women who have changed the world despite the roles that they
seem to occupy.

Manama celebrates UN Arabic Language Day

Established by UNESCO, Arabic Language Day which is observed on 18th
December, will be commemorated by the Ministry of Culture this year within
the programme of the Capital of Arab Culture 2012. Following on from the
commitment of HE Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed Al Khalifa, the Minister of
Culture, to the Arabic language which was endorsed in the Arab Thought
Foundation on 25th November, the Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage,
ARC-WH, in Manama will hold a number of dedicated events in an attempt
to bring the language, and in turn, its corresponding identity, alive for its
contemporary stakeholders.

FEMMES

S1 VOUS OSIEZ

Le monde s'en porterait mieux

Parla f-:-n_datﬁ':e dui
Women's Forum

Robert Lationt
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Jerusalem: an opera for peace and love

In a special evening on 20th December, hailing from the Holy Land
of Arabia's Prophets, the Ministry of Culture will host an operatic
performance, Jerusalem, in the Cultural Hall. Combining poetry with the
performance arts, the show portrays the trajectory of the ancient city,
evoking the importance of peace and co-existence as well as the ultimate
triumph of good over evil.

The established Hussain Daaysi, directs the performance to reflect both
the poet's vision and the composer's imagination for the story. A special
show, Jerusalem depicts the power of the city and its power to draw in
audiences.
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The Bolshoi Ballet Company...
from the world stage to Manama

Internationally renowned Russian ballet company, the Bolshoi Ballet was
founded in 1776 and originally performed in privately-owned venues.
Slowly developed by Prince Pyotr Urusov and the English theatrical
entrepreneur, Michael Maddox, the company staged many famous
ballets to wide critical acclaim. Though the Bolshoi Petrovsky Theatre,
the company's theatre building, presented dramatic productions, its
repertoire continued to expand into more and more opera and ballet and
although focused initially on Russian productions, works were increasingly
produced by European and international composers and artists. Today,
the Bolshoi Ballet and Theatre are recognized as symbols of Russian
excellence in the performing arts and are sought after across the world.
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The Bolshoi and Mariinsky:
Russian Ballet showcased in Manama, the
Capital of Arab Culture 2012

In line with the continuous cultural exchange and dialogue with the world
and the innovative year-long programme of the Capital of Arab Culture 2012,
December sees the Ministry of Culture host Russian ballet companies in
Manama as part of the events of the month of the nation. On 9th and 10th
December the outstanding performances will be showcased to Bahrain
audiences from the stage of the Bahrain National Theatre.

Representing the quality of Russian dance and mastery of ballet, the ballet
companies will perform extracts of the great dance classics. Although the two
companies have a competitive background, hailing from a different dance
tradition and emphasis, together they represent the best of ballet throughout
the world - a rare combination and privilege.

These exclusive productions mark the premiere performances at the National
Theatre since its opening in November, ending the Russian cultural showcase
which embarked last month within the programme of the Capital of Arab
Culture 2012. Tickets are available from Virgin Megastore in City Centre
and can also be purchased online via: http://www.virgin.com/company/
virginmegastore.

The celebrated Mariinsky Theatre departs
Russia for the Capital of Arab Culture

The Mariinsky Ballet Company based at the Mariinsky Theatre which opened
in St Petersburg in 1860 was named after the wife of Tsar Alexander Il, Maria.
Today it is one of the world's leading ballet companies and tours the world,
bringing its spectacular performances to international audiences in the United
States, Europe and Asia. The Mariinsky Ballet Company has an extensive
repertoire including performances of timeless classics like The Sleeping Beauty,
The Nutcracker and Swan Lake by Tchaikovsky while the opera repertoire has
been enriched by the works of Rimsky-Korsakov, Musorgsky and Verdi.
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Inana perform Julia Domna,
the tale of a Syrian Empress of Rome

On 21st December, Inana, Syria's acclaimed dance troupe will perform their dance rendition
of the tale of Syrian empress Julia Domna on the stage of cultural hall as part of the dedicated
events of the month of the nation within the programme of the Capital of Arab Culture 2012.
The story of a powerful and progressive female leader, Julia Domna promises to bedazzle and
inspire audiences.

Reflecting on the beliefs and cultural traditions of the time, the show evokes the commonplace
worship of the sun god and Julia Domna's first meeting with her future husband, the Roman
Emperor Septimius Severus. Their love blossoms in Homs and they are married amongst
widespread joy and festivities. Unlike most women, she accompanies her husband on his military
campaigns to safeguard the empire, but although they are successful, in the end Septimius
Severus is killed. Consumed by sadness, the Empress returns home to her sons and helps
cement their rule.

Presenting the potential and importance of women, Inana's performance of Julia Domna brings
to life this historic tale enshrining the significance of women in societal development and growth
in a spectacular visual and musical performance.

Syrian Dance Troupe Inana embrace Love and Art

Inana, Syria's most prestigious dance troupe and the first of its kind, was first established in 1999
by renowned Syrian specialist in the performing arts, Jihad Mifleh. Named after the gods of love
and art, Inana developed their first show, Hawajes Al Sham or Syrian Obsessions, over a period
of two years before staging their first performance in Damascus with a group of 27 dancers.

Since that first performance, the troupe has never looked back combining musical and dance
traditions from the surrounding Syrian and Arabic heritage with a contemporary understanding
and portrayal for a presentation of reality mixed with imagination. Today, the troupe includes
almost 100 dancers from across Syria, the Arab world and other countries. Building on local
expertise, the dances display a distinctly international flavour, mirroring the variety of the group.

Inana has been immensely successful, partaking in regional and international festivals and
cultural events both in Syria and across the world. Appearances have taken place in countries
as far apart as China and Turkey, India and North Africa, Lebanon and the United Arab Emirates.
Their repertoire is diverse and magical including Julia Domna and Sun Children.
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The Capital of Arab Culture hosts the father
of Bahraini photography, Abdulla Al Khan

On 11th December and within the framework of the month of the nation,
closing the diverse programme of the Capital of Arab Culture 2012, the
Bahrain Ministry of Culture will be hosting a photography exhibition for
the renowned Bahraini photographer, Abdulla Al Khan in the Bahrain
National Museum.

Recognised as the father of Bahraini photography, Al Khan's interest
grew at an early age and he first partook in photography while still
a school boy involved with the Bahrain Photography Club. Inspired
by his late father, Mohammed Al Khan, his skills were nurtured in an
environment of talented artists and photographers.

Throughout the years he has photographed historic and contemporary
Bahrain and held a number of wide-ranging exhibitions in addition to
publishing an array of photographic books in cooperation with many
established writers and novelists including Abdulla Al Mahroos with
whom he created 'Muharraq: the Pearl of Bahrain' and 'The Visual History
of Bahrain'.
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The Ministry of Culture call for entries
to the 39th Bahrain Fine Arts Exhibition

Scheduled to be held in January 2013 under the patronage of HRH Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the Prime Minister of Bahrain, the Ministry
of Culture will host the 39th annual Bahrain Fine Arts Exhibition during the
events of Manama, the Capital of Arab Tourism.

This season artists will be bound by no themes and simply encouraged
to submit work which reflects their background, feeling and identity in any
artistic form ranging from drawing and photography to sculpture and graphic
art. The Ministry of Culture however employs some criteria in the selection of
acceptable work for submission. These include the following: that the artist
hold Bahraini nationality; that the participant be over 18 years old; that the
submissions are original and recent items; that they have not been displayed
elsewhere previously; that no more than three submissions are made by each
participating artist; and that the size of each individual submission not exceed
anarea of 2m * 2m. As such, the deadline for submissions, all of which will be
reviewed by a specialist jury, is 15th December 2012.

Interested applicants who wish to register for the Fine Arts Exhibition can
obtainan application from the Arts Centre, near the Bahrain National Museum.

The days of Emirati Culture joins Bahrain
in the month of the Homeland

In coordination between the Bahrain Ministry of Culture and its UAE
counterpart, from 19th December, the month of the Homeland will feature
special days of Emirati Culture commemorating the shared features in the
Arabian Gulf culture and identity during this last month of the innovative year-
long programme of Manama, the Capital of Arab Culture 2012.

This special week of Emirati cultural engagement, which takes place

in Bahrain’s Moda Mall, will feature elements of Sufi heritage through a
calligraphic exhibition and visual performance of the historic poem, Al Barda.
Designed to bring the mixed Arabian traditions of poetry, religious practice
and common folklore alive for audiences, the week will include a number of
notable cultural events and shows in addition to an educational children’s
corner.
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Bahrain National Museum Sat, 8th Dec 2012 'The Role of Women in Global Growth,' lecture by guest speaker, Aude de Thuin
wilagll 2ol o M oy |- — 9 oy iillg aabl "gauiyloll'y g guidgull" (s a4 Loy Guwgl auwlll a8) 2
Bahrain National Theatre Sun, 9th - Mon, 10th Dec 2012 Ballet Russe by the Bolshoi and Mariinsky ballet companies
Gilagll il waio o I juowuga Il <GIII UleQUl.\.LC@JJpJJIJg_D_o,U\j\Ql}.CngﬂL)D}m 3
Bahrain National Museum Tues, 11th Dec 2012 Photography exhibition by Bahraini photographer, Abdulla Al Khan
woll=ll il gl godal 40l of I o IA <BILI iyl asll ol ogul <loinll ”
IR, A7l Regpnal ol Tues, 18th Dec 2012 Celebration of international day for Arabic Language
for World Heritage
Jgo lago ol M Juouys 19 cloy)il ayil)loll asla il ol 5
Moda Mall Wed, 19th Dec 2012 The days of Emirati Culture
a8l alall o M jouuys M Gl "owadll” cuypgl 6
Cultural Hall Thurs, 20th Dec 2012 Jerusalem Opera performance
a8leil addlall ol Il juowys MM ésenll Ul e ol dgygudl *LLI" &80) "Lioga Lilga" suidll Jo=ll 7
Cultural Hall Fri, 21st Dec 2012 A performance of Julia Domna by Inana, Syrian dance troupe




